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'CENESIS XLVI14 9. | 
And Facob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the 


years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and 


thirty years ; ff and evil have the days of 


* 


the years of my life been. 


4 — 


r 


-þ BAS is not a man in hiſtory whom J pity 


more than the man who made this reply,—not. 
becauſe his days were ſhort, but that they were 
long enough to have crowded into them ſo much 
evil as we find. 


Ox all the pattiarchs, he was the molt unhappy : 


for, hating the ſeven years he ſerved, Laban for 


Rachel, which ſeemed to him but a few days, for the 
love he had to her, ſtrike thoſe out of the num- 
ber——all- his other days were forrow ; and that, 
not from his faulis, but from the ambition, the vio- 
lences, and evil paſſions of o;hers. A large portion 


of what man is born to, comes, you'll lay, from the 


fame quarter; tis true; but ſtill, in ſome men's 
= 


| lives » 


n 5 
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10 S ERMON XXII. 


lives, chere ſeems; à contexture of miſery — obe 
evil ſo ciies out of auoiher - and the: whole; plan and: 


that a good-natured man ſhall, not be able to look up- 


on it, but with tears on his cheeks. 


from his fiel ſeiling ont in life, he had been led into 
an expettation of ſuch differenitc scenes: he was 


% with the dew. of heaven, and the faineſs of the 


hat people were to ſetve him, and tations to bow 


<< bleſſed him, _ redes _—_ ery cur- 
£5 {ed hin:“ Nr nie; 


pirets in ikke fulleſt latitude — and as theſe were 


thers, on his wav'to Palan- aram, it would leave 
n diſtru of their actompliſkment upon his mind; 
=<=every fait and flatiering object before him, Shich 
wore the face of joy, he would regard 28 4 portiou of 
his bleſſing; —he W FR enn would graſp 
a ſhadow, 


. 80 28 8 * 12 2 + "31, 


Tu is, by abe way 3 neceſſary to ſup- 
pole, that the bleffings which were conveyed, had 
a view io bleſfings tot altogether ſuch as a 
mind would expel; "or that they were in a great 

meaſure 


exccution of the piece has fo very melancholy:an air, 
Ferry chis patriareh fill the: mdee, becauſe, 


told by aac his father, that ++ God ſhould: bleſs him 
& earth, and with plenty of corn and wine 
down (0 hem ;=/22——that He Hhould be lord over bi 
brethren that bleſſed was every one that, 
TAE Gmpliciyr of youleraker 8 bap- 
moreover"ednfirmed” to him by the Gp of chi ſa- 


22 — m__—_ 


„ from my eyes. Thus have I been 


SE RMO N XXII. 6. 
meaſure- ſpirwalg and ſuchx as aher prophetic; ſoul af 
Ilaae Hadi prentipally before him, derbe comprehene 
five idea f their ſututre and eppy eltabliſhment, 
when they were no longer to be rangers and pil- 
grims upon earth: for; in falt, in the ſttitt and lite. 
fal ſenſe of his father's grant, Jacob enjoyed-it ndt ; 
and was ſo far from being a. happy mau, that, in tbe 
moſt intereſting» paſſages of his life, he met with 
nothing but difappointments and grievous affligions. 

Lr 6s accompany him from the firſt treachetous 
hour of # mother's ambition; in conſequence of 
which" he is driven ſorth from bis country, and 
the protection of his houſe to ſeek protethon and 
an eſlabliſnment in the houſe of Laban hie kinſmans 

Is What manner this abſwered his expectations, 
we find from his own pathetic remonſtrance o La- 
ban, when he had purſued him ſeven days journey, 
and overteœok him on Mount Gilead. —!l ſee him in 
the door of the tent, with the ; clay. courage- which 
innoceher gives the thus remonſtrating 
to his father- in- law upon the eruelty of his treatment. 

© Taz en ewenty-years that 1 have been with 
it hee Aby ewes have not eaſt cheir young, and 
© the rim of thy flock have I not caten. That I 
& which was torn of beaſts I brought not unto-thee ll 
© —Lbarg die lo, of it: what was flolen by day, 
or flolem by night, of my hands didſt thou re- 

* quires it. Thus I was; in the day the drought 
« cohfumed me; and the froſi by night, and my ſleep 


4 M twenty 


— = — . —— — 8 . a 27 28; 
— ——— ̃ — — — — 
— ——— — — —— oy - 


— p .»́ö 


12 SERMON XXII. 
$* twenty years in thy, houſe I ſerved thee four. 
< teen years for thy two daughters, and fix years fir 
«thy cattle ; and thou haft changed my wages ten 
TT times.“ F ² : 8 

SCARCE had he recoyered from thefe evils, when 
the ill conduct and vices of his chiſdrey wound bi 
'fon} to death. Reuben proves incefluous,— ju. 


dah adülterous, his daughter Dinah is diſhonoured, 


Simeon and Levi diſhonour themſelves by trew 
chety, two of his grandchildren are ſtricken with 
ſudden death,. Rachel his beloved wife periſhes, 
and in circumllances which imbittered his loſs, — bis 
fon Jofeph, a moſt promiſing youth, is torn from 
him, by the envy of his brethren ; and to cloſe all, 
bimfelf driven by famine in his old age to die a 
mofigti the Egyptians, à people who held it an abo. 
mination to eat bread with him. © Unhappy pa- 
triarch!——well might he ſay, That few and evil 
hed been his days ©, the anſwer, wdeed; was (xtended 
bey ond the monarch's ei quiry which was ſimply his 
age but how could he look back upon the days 
of his pilgrimage, without thinking of ihe ſorrows 
which thoſe days had brought along with them P all 
that was more in the anſwer than in the:detnand, wa 
the overflowings of a heart ready io bleed afreff at 


* 


he recollection of what had befallen. 


- UnwiLLixGLy does the mind digeſt the: evils 


prepared for it by others ;—for thoſe we prepate our: 
ſelves,—we eat but'the fruit which we have planted 
B15! ; 7:48, ; F ' t 1. and 


* ” * 
11 TCC ̃ ² ! re 


95d ©. STONE a. The 


A, ac eee, unkindueſs of a relatgn—te 


Tu tealize not 
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— 518 


pd. 127 5 O ſhsttereg farune—a, ſbaitered 
Phu have but the ſatisfaction of, ſhattering. 
them — bag kl 5 naturally enough into the habit, 
and by; the gale. with which they are both done, they 
of Pity but fon; thoſe 
12 brqugh 1 him by the hands from 
Re ooked 55 a 5 ee, the ayarice of 


r 


ingratitude of a chi 2 are eyils which, leave. 
a car beſides, as they hang over the. heads. of 
Men finer mop Mag 0 een every, 47 
on an ee . raged but 
is ie herwiſe, than 
de 


ye are apt 10. muff 
merely. as the incid 7 —.— 4575 gur paſſions, 
without carty ing che; leſſon further un word 
we  Gabh—we wipe away the 
N and. there-ends the ory, of alen and. the 
wry) ih i:. 
5 PF e bettet with this, To ers 
arch hich gave; the. whole turn to.the 
pct patente bre err pa- 
fuk S u ſticę. it ng not 1 DY.; whit. title it 
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hp e . . tis th at Y.. which Paten y 
Elau's becaſt, wo an eterna 5 

ue wit 1 2 0 pg lell ſhy thou Rye 10 x 1 
——_— 1 d e, day z. Fe 7 8 on , 

2 bid that equal Y 
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kl ao 12 eh child Fen, look. up, 5 you ay 
eir natural right, is no longer maintained—there 
wil daggers ever be planted; “ The ſon ſhall 

A 5 85 literaly 
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14 SERMON xxf. 
« Jnerally. be ſer 1 variance zeigt ig Biber and 
te the daugbier ageinf her 'motker, | and the CFaughter- 
6 in-law 2 2gainfl her moiker-i in. law, "nd" mand 


& foes Thall be they. of his ow wn Roufcatd. nn 


I x was an excellent ordinance, . 38 "well of dome." 


lic policy, as of e equity, which Moſes g gave Apr this 


head, in the 2 1ſt of Dewercromy.” 
If a man have two Wives, anc Fetaved and one 


& hated, and they have born ble children, both the 


60 beloved and the hated, and if the firft-born ſon be 


& hers that was hated, then it ſhall be, whien he 
6s maketh. his ſons. to "inherit that which he hath, that 
4 he may not make the ſon of the beloved fir fl. born 
ee before the ſon of the hated, which is indeed the 
«fir(l born, —bot he ſhall acknowledge the ſon of 
ce the hated firſt born by giving him a dauble portion 
te of all that he hath.” A 

againſ.— for 'tis one of thoſe which ſteals in upon 
the heart with the affeblions, and couris the parent 
under ſo Tweet a form, that thouſands have been 
betrayed by the very virtues which ſhould have pre. 


ſerved them, - Nature tells the parent, there can be 


no error on the fide of affettion ;——but we forget, 


when nature pleads for one, {he pleads for every 
child alike, and why is not her voice to be 
heard ? ; $Sfamon ſays, Oppreſſion will make a wiſe 
man mad. What will it do then to a tender and 
Ingenuous heart, which feels itſelf negletted, too 
full of reverence for the author of its wrongs, to 
complain p — See, it fits down in ſilence: robbed, 


by 


he evil was well fenced. 


| upon Jacob's condutt 1 in regard o his ſon 


SE RN 0 N XXII. 


by diſcquragements, of all its. natural powers to 


8 
n do ſee. others | loaded” wich. rk 
ſame. uncheery « corner it nouriſhes i its, diſcontenf, —_ 


and with a weig phe upon its Fpirirs which! = lite. 


'S) 


Rock of fortituc e is not able to withſtand, —it dr 1 


and pines away —ſad victim of Caprice! 8 

Ws are unavoidably led here into 4 telleklien 9 
olep 
which no. way correſponded with the leſſon of kh 
dom which the miſeries of bis. own family” might 
have taught him > ſurely. his eyes had ſeen Bang 
ſulficient on that ſcore, to have taken \ warning :. and 


yet we find. that he fell; into. the, fame ſnare of 5 | 


tiality to that child i in. his old age, Which kis mqather 


Rebekah had ſhewn to him imhers.— 9 * Ifracl loved... 


Jsepla more. than all his Children, Because be was 

the on uf his old age ;, and he made him a org 
of many, co QUYS. — O Iſrael ! where was that 
prophetic {pint which darted iffelf i into future times, 
2nd told ren tribe w :at was to be its fate = 


+ & 


ſo linle . Way 1 e be as 10 behold this coat of 
may colours, Rained with blood? Why were the 


iepdes, emotions of. a parent's anguiſh hid from thy 
eyes f p. ind, W hy is every thing D but 117 
it pleaſes ee to give us no more light in our 


way, than will leave virtue in polleſſion. of its re- 


com pence. 


fully on, the road which thou haſt marked aut. 
A " omun 


pe LS 
3 


Acc 


n 
— 


5 1 
— 


GaanT me, gracious Goo ! to go "a | 


r 
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1 wiſh it yeither more vide nor more ſmooch —« 
continue the light of this dim taper thou haſt put ini 
my hands: will kneel upon che greund {even 
times à day, to ſeek the beſt tract I. can with ii 
and, having done that, I will 4ruſt myſelf and the 
iſſue of my journey to Thee, ho art the fountay 
x ,joy,—and. will. ng fongs of pen as "0 Ly 
along. 

5 "Ml us bes to the Perry nts alone 
inthe patriarch'slife—the impoſition. of a wife upon 
him, which he neither bargain'd for or loved. 
6 And it came to paſa in the morning, behold it wa 
4 Leah! and he ſaid unto Laban, What is this 
6 that thou haſt done unto. me ? Did I not ſerve 
& chee for Rachel ? Wherefore _ ball thou be- 
cc ouiled me? N 15101 

Tais indeed is out off alias by dem of all en 
impoſitions now, — but the moral of it is flill good; 
and the abuſe, wich the fame complaint of Jacob's 
| Upon it, will ever be repeated, ſo long as art and 
artifice are ſo buſy as they are in theſe affairs. 

LisTEN, I pray you, to the {tories of the diſap- 

inted in marriage :—collett all their complaints,— 
hear their mutual reproache:: upon what fatal hinge 
do the greateſt part of them turn 7“ They were 
e miſtaken in the perſon.” —Some diſguiſe, either 
of body or mind, is ſeen through in the firſt domeſlic 
ſcuffle ; 8 fair ornament perhaps the very 
one which won the heart—the ornament of a meek 
«ng, 2 ſpirit, f falls off —1 is not the Rachel 


for 


79G, =, oy Warne 


47h", 4 


guiled ut & go) 19 f. Dis 27 
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Be open be honeſt iso yourſelf for bat 
von are; ceneeal nothing —vaniſh nothing and 
if theſe fait weapons will nat d0,>=beter' Hot con- 
quer at all; tan conquer for à day: when the 
night is paſſed; twill eyer be the | ſame meh: 
it came to paſs, behold it was Leah ! 

Ir dhe heart beguiles itſelf in us choice; and: ima- 
gination will give excelleneies which are not the 


portion of fleth and bladd: when the dream is 


over, and we awake in che morning, itt matters liule 
whether lis Rachel or Leah—be the object what it 
will, as it mull be on che carthty ide, at leaſt; of per- 
ſeclion,.—it will fall ſhort of the work of — 


whole exiſtence is in the clouds. © am 691% 


I ſuch caſes of deceptieny let no man 3 : 
3 Jacob does in his. hat is it thou ſiaſt done. 


unto ne? — for tis his own *doings,. and he has 
nothing to lay his fault on, but the heat and parete 
indiſcretion of his own palliobs. 

I xxow not whether *usof any uſe to take no- 
tice of this ſingularity in the pattiarch's life, in 
regard to the wrong he received from labasp teien 
was the very wrong he had done before to his father 
Iſaac, when che infirmities of old age had diſabled, 
him from diſtinguiſhing one child fra another: Art 
thou my very fon. Eſau? And he faid, I am. 


Tis doubtfut whether Leah's veracuy was put 10 


tne lame tet, —but both 1 from a {ſimiluude of 


lratagem; 


er _— | & TP LS * Eo, * 2 * 1 * 5 v mp1 
FP ei es 
kd a «„ — * 
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8 SERMON» XXqIT . 
ſtratagem; and tis hard to ſay, whetherithe N 
from croſs ' love, in the breall of one hroihet, might. 
not be as ſore à puniſhment as the; 1 2 ol 
crofs'd dauer. n — in * breaſt of the 
oꝛher. Mere Has | 

1 0 not Wo kd; way the dn of Provi. 
dence is concerned in repaying us exactly in out 
own coin, —or, Why s man ſhould fall into that very, 
pit (and no other) which he has graven and digged 
for another man. Time and chance may bring 
fuck} incidenis about 3 and chere wants nothing, I. 
but that Jacob ſhould have been a bad man, 10 have 
made this a common - place texi ſor ſuch a dotirine. i 

Ir n enough for us, that the beſt way -. to eſcape i, 
evil. is. in general, not ta commit ig our ſelves and 
that, whenever the paſſions of mankind will order it . I. 
athrewile/os rob thoſe, ai-Jealt, w/o Love judgment, 
of the-trinmph-of finding ic ou. hat our travel 
has returned u our hcads, and our violent 
dealings upon our on pate. 

1 caxxomT conclude this diſcourſe, without te- : 
turning firſl to the part with Which it ſet out, —the 
patiiarch's account to the. king o Egypt, of che 
ſhottneſs and miſery of his days, — give me leave 40 
bring ihis home to us, by: A Mats reflethion upon 
each. 

THERE is fomething * in 18 that life 
ſhould appear ſo ſhort #n the igroſs——and yet ſo 
long in the detail. Miſery may moke it fo, ycu'l 


fay ba we will exclude it,—and. Nil] you'll find, 
though 


t the We.iding ove imo the highways and fireewofthe city, 
bands: to do this with ingenuity and forecaſt, is not 


hey who canner furceed in it, carry as many marks. 
if difireſs about them, as as bankruptcy herſelf could 


| have ih temper 10 ler the account run chocs. When the 
ne. blood is cod, and the fpirits, which have hurried: 

ſcape on through half our *dav , before Wwe have num 

and de“ one of them, ace beginning to retire 
der it Iden wiſdom will preſs a "MOmemt to be heard. 

ment. Haſſlictions, or a bed of ſickneſe, will find their hours 
travel f perſuaſion, ——and, ſhould they fail, there is 
leut ſomething yet behind —old age will overiake us 

Na the laſt, and with its trembling hand hold up che 

UL, 18a, op to us, as it die unto the patriarch, — 

the —Dtz ar, inconſiderate Chriſtians! wait not, I 

of the |{hefeech'yort; till then take a view of your life 
We io Eo lock back==brhold this fair fpace, capable of 
upon ſuch heavenly improvements all ſerawl'd over 

„ Pd defaced wich—-1 want words to ſay, with 

t a hat for 1 think only of the re flections with 
et ſo 


hich you are to ſupport yourſelves, in the decline, 


f a life ſo miſerab'y caſt away, ſhould it happen, 
| 6nd, r it often does, that ye have food idle unto. the 
| eleventh 


SERMON” XXII. 10 
denn we Alf xbanplain of: de ſhertaefh of- Hes, 


.be numbers there are who ſeem quite overſlocked | 
ich the days and hours of it, and are continually 


o compel guells to come in, and take it off their 


one of the leaſt arts and buigefſeviobdifeciiſelf 2 and-- 


| wear, Be as careleſs as we may; we ſhall not 
thing, Wiiwavs bave the power nor {hall we always be in 


'Þ 


r 
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2» SERMON _ 
elevenik hour, and bave all the work of the day, 
perform when night comes on, and no one cus 
Works! 0; 155! 15430 thw 19% beg 15 N 
2 dly. As to the evil of the days, of the yea 
our pilgcimage —ſpeculalion and fact. appear at. Vati 5 
ance again, —We agree with the patriarch, that he Wl 
life of man is miſetable; and yet the world . looks : 
happy enough—aad every thing toletably at its calc, b 
Ii muſt be noted indeed, chat the patriarch, in n 
account, ſpeaks merely bis preſent feelings, and 
ſeems! rather to be giving a hiſtory of his ſalferingy 
than, a lyſtem of them, in conixadittion 40 that. N 
ihe Gab of Love. Look upon the world he bu 
given us, —obſerve the riches aud, plenty Which 
flaws in every channel, not only 40 fatisſy the deßites 
of ihe tamperate, — but of the fangital and wanton; 
every place is almoſt, a patadiſe, plamed whe 
Nature Was in her gayeſt humour. bot 
—EVveRyY thing has two views. Jagob, and. oh 
and Solomon, gave one ſectj on of the, globe n 
allis repreſentation. aber: tuch oth, bet 
Dor rather, good and evil ate mixed yp.tagethe 

Which, of, the w preponde aeg, vie beyond 9 

equity = but, Iiruſt-wit is the good, imebictl, | 
i,cenders che, Creator af the, I- mate dest a 
venerable to us; and, ſecondſy, Beganſe Till an 
ſuppoſe, that a work intended 49, exalt his glory 
mould ſtand in wamtof apologies... 18 —, 210)! 21719 
VAT EVER is the propartion of miſery in 1 
world, it is certain that it can be no duiy of xeJiga 
| (0 
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to increaſe the complaint,—or to affect the praiſe 


lay, which the Jeſuits college of Granada gave of their 


8 
a very ſweet arden, yet was never ſeen to touch a 


zars,of lower; and that he would rather die than - eat ſalt 


Warn BN of pepper; Vi abght” that" _ Pe a reliſh. Jo his 
at de Meat, e Pa Wo. 
look WT vir y” the men, bett ack hands Job 
3 "my Wider, and who fly from joy (as cheſe ſplenetie and 
in ibn I moroſe ſouls do) as if it was really an evil in itſelf. 
8, and Ir there is an evil in this world, tis forrow and 
ering) ¶ beavineſs of heart. The loſs of goods, of health, 
tha of coronets and mitres, are only evil, as they od 
l cafion forrow z take that out—the reſt is 1 795 
Which and dwelleth.only 5 in the head of mann 475 


debian Poco unfortunate creature that he is! as if the 
anton cauſes of anguiſh in the heart were not enow hut 
1 whey Whe mull filk tip: the meaſure with thoſe of capriceʒ 
end not only Falk in a vain r N diſquiet 
nd: chef in vein (0. 

1 and WE are 2 teſtleſi ſer of beingsy > and as we are 
bet Wlikely-to' continue fo to che end of the world, — the 
gets dell we can do im it, is io make the ſane uſe a this 
ad part of our charater, which'wiſe men do of other 
+3, bad propenſiies—when they find they cannot con- 
Ear 910 Whuer hem they endeavour, at leaſt, to divert 
will 90 Whem into good channels. | 


Ir therefore we muſt be a folicitous race ef ſelf. 
rmentors,—let us draþ/the common objects which 


make us ſo,. and for Gop's ſake be ſolicitous only 
live well, - "= 
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Sanches, That though he lived where there was 
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e LUKE vi. 31. 03.104. Anne 4d 
Hud le ail Eat Tf they heur not Mates and. 
the prophets, neither will 9 he perfuaded, 1 | 
on ee er the on 19199 8 110) 
-b&2Dd. 20) mort and b 03, 9t>td2yov blu { ,300 
T PHESE: wordk: are Fe concluſion of the: cable 
> ble of che rich man and Lazarus z tbe -deſign! 
of n was to ſhe w us the neceſſuy of condutiing 
our ſelves by ſuch ligtus as Gon had ibeen pleaſed ta 
* us: [the ſenſe: and meauing of the: patriarch 
nal detetmination in ihe text being this, That they 
who will not be perſuaded tg anfwer the: great pur- 
poſes of their being, upon fach arguments 2 ate 
oſt red. to ihem in Scripture, will ae ver beyper fubd- 
ed io it by any other means} hn extraurdiuaty 
| n — they hear nos Męgſes and the þfdm 
þhets, neither wilt they be A Er ant 
ſhould rife from the dad 
Kiss from the dead "tg Alt bert 
What could ſuch a "meſſenger propoſe of 8 
c 


SERMON XXIII. 2g 


which had hof been} pröpöfed Ne already ? 
The novelty or ſurpriſe of ſuc ht awaken 
the be. oi rious e ESA le, who 
ſpent their time 1 nothing elſe but 10 hear and jj 
ſome new thin 160 8 ere the vböder G Well obe Jl 
ſome new wonder would art up ig om, and 
then the man i aa to eee 0 whence 
he came, and not a ſoul make one one enquity about 
bim. 
— kus, I AY would be the concluſion of 
the affair. Bur, to bring this matter ſtill cloſer to us, 
_ imagine, if chere is nothing unworthy in it; 
Go, incompliance' wiih a curious? dads. 
or, from a better molive in compaſhon-to:a-linful 
ne, ſhould vouchſafe to ſend one from the dead, to 
alt home! out conſciences; and make us beter Chr 
* land bender citirons, better men, end -bbt(es ferva 
Jutting! oCoDmthantwe ate. 211. 20 7 4 G1 26W 45107 10 
aſed ta Now bear wih me, I backs yay) in Haag 
arch Nfuch en addreſs ab, E imagine, would be moſt likely 
| o pain :6ur attention, and conciliate the heart to 
war he had to ſay: the great channel 10 it ĩs e. 
and there he woult ſet ome 212d 1 of To +5190 
Hr might tell us (after the moll indiſputable-cre 
erbat of whom be ſerved; )» That he: was come 5 
nellenger from the great GO of Heaven, withre-* 
Wierated-propoſals,-whereby much was to be granted 
o us on his ſide.——and ſomeihing- to be parted 
enoleh ib on ours; but that, not to Aarm us, iwas nei- 


urge, her houſes, nar” . nor poſſe ſſions :—twas nei 
wha” - ther 
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ther wives, or children, or brethren, or filters, which 
we had to for de; An one extiGnAl pleaſure w. 
be gen — natural endeatrdetit to be tom 
f from <= £7 28 * M 
Id word. he wolll felt us, We had no. 
thing to part with but what Wis - not for our in 
terefls 40 keep and chat was our Ut which 

brought death aud miſery to our doors. OY 
'Ht would go on, and probe it by a chaufind af 
guments, that to be temperate and chaſte, arid Jil 
and peaceable, and charitable and kind t one ano. 
ther=-was 'ofly "doing that for CRHRIS's ſake; 
which was molt for b own; and that were ve in 
a capacity” of eapitulating with Gop upon whit 
tetms we ele Tab to his government, ——h6 
would tonvitiee'us, twould be impoſſible for the wit 
of man to lache any propoſals more for our preſent 
intereſts; that to Kad an uncorrupted life 
do the thing H ts lawful and right, and lay fuct 
reflraints upon var appetites as are for the honour of 
human nature, and (he refinement of human happt- 

bets; Ti 26 wis jOfn" „ TTL aſt] 

8 WEN this point was dts out, and the alarm 
from inteteſt got over, the fpeRre might a8ich 
himſelf to the other paſfions— ln doing ihis, he 
could but give us the moſt enngaging ideas of the per: 
fettions of GOD nor could he do more thai 
impteſs the moſt a0 ful ones, of his mijefly and pows 
et: he 'might remind us, that we are creatures 
but of a day, — kaſtening to the Place from whence 
we 
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„ Which 
ie Wwe fra Not return romernthat during eur lay, we 
e tom {food accountable, to this Being, Ga thank rich in 
N! xercies,.— —yet was terrible in his judgments ;. 
had no. tat he took notice of all our actions; — that he was 
our in about our paths, and about our beds, and ſpied, out 
ä whid il our ways 3/ and was ſo pure in his nature, that he 
3 ould puniſh} even che wicked imaginations of the 
and u. deart, and had 9 a "oe wherein he wal 
tid ful enter into this enquiry .—- 5 1 
ne and. H might be 53690 bas 
's fake But what F. — with all the eloquence. of an Take 
e we ied ongue, What could he add or lay, to us, which 
on but not been ſaid before? The experiment has been 
— - a thouſand. imes upon the, hopes and fears, the 
the vile⸗ſons and paſſions of men, by all the, powers of pay 
preſentÞue——rhe, applications of which have been, fo 
Ie, and tbe variety of addreſſes ſo unanſwerable, 
lay ſuch hat there is not a greater. paradox i in che world, than 
onour offFi=t ſo good a religion. ſhould be no FHF recom- 
n happi- nended hy us profeſſors. 

Tu E fact is, mankind are not always ir in a a kugwys 
alarm be convinced, and ſo longs, the! prevengage- 
t addtehl ent wich our peſſions ſubſilis, it is not acgumenta: 

* his, he Pn w bich can, de Ihe buſineſs 5—we! may amuſe 
the per. rſelves wü the ceremony of the operation, but 
ore halle reaſon not with the, proper faculty, when we ſee 
ad pon. Frery thing in ihe ſhape and colouring in which the 
creature eachety of the ſenſes paints it; and indeed, were 
bene Ne only 10 look into the world, and bſerve how i in. 
. hpable men are to defend evil, as well as to commit 


3 


Ck. 5 n 5 r 
— — 1 Z 2 Sos 


. r 


26 SERMON XXIII. 


it, —one" would think at 4 u eo they believe 
ö that all diſeGurſcs 8f kur e 5 5 lie were mere 
mattes of ſpectlation 10 mel to * reain ſome idle 
: hors th and Conde ver at cally,” "that we 
Yeemed” tobe ag teed in no one Ale. but Fpeakin 
well, and acting mg ” But the elf comment. is in 
the text, if they Rear not "Mo ofes ad the” ' prophets 
ee if they! are not brought over to the inte. 
reſts of religion, upon ſuch diſcoveries 28 Coos 
made or his enabled” them to "make," they will 
ſtand Out againſt _ . in vait ſhall > one 
Fife for their as the: earth. to give 
> wp her dead ud b. dg lame -er) mu 
would Fettirn a Mn t His courſe; HE) the tame bal 
Paſſions p produce the fas bad ate to ihe 
end öf the” Wottd,” CEN , 90 
ufs i the pritici a feſfon' tete; "but 
1 mült enlarge Aut 1 of it —becauſe Hy 1 
fomie lier adele Ins, arid they will þ Wy beſt preſen 
"theniſelve310 6e a8 w go slot. N50 : 
IN this patable2which'is" one 6f the Woll Femarks 
ble: in the Goſpel our SAVIQUR ee a 7 
in Hhich, by a kind d Centre 5 two he moſt op: 
. Gdittens-AHat cduld be "ROE Jkt togs zether 1 
baman Jife, are paſſed before our i gin ohe, . 
Tue one; a man exalied 3508 e lk ie.level of mans 
kind; to the hipb elke bann "of © prolp: perity—t0 
Tiches— A wen BY; ee 
in compliance Wich the world, and on a ſuppoſitin ; 
tat the poſlefhon 'of riches: mali mk: us happ), 
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A ſcene, 
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"is beyond « d x ihe purport, of the parablery 
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| hen the T r wt arms out imagi- 
: x we 15 A | 


7 nations, I ; 


Wk jt 1 2 things not.to, be purchaſed at 
toq dear 3 00 They bey ws the, wages 1 ut ningel 
® well x 12 NN ieee pas the 2 
e 
55 Ment a on; we r, 1 only bis gut 
ward 0 ond tion, by, the common ap. 


pendeges of i Sa 
q e two. great arlicles of \Vanity, and; Appetite::— 


to \ gratify 1 the one, he was;clothed in purple and fine 


knen; 3, (9 ſatixfy the other,—fared \ſumprouſly V every 


; pop every thing Were tup- 


poſe, that climates, could furniſpergthat luxury could 


| Crost by his es is repreſeniedian AP) ent whon 
Providence might ſeem to have plac there, to cure 
the peige of man, N. ſhew him to. what wretched. 
'ne$ his condition, 12 be brough ht; a cieature in 
ip wreck of HR ee —undoge,— 


1 1 thing, with them, Much, WF; Anme cal. 
Ss 2 {1343 


1s this Hate he is is ; deſcribed a a5 den 4s be fd 
107 the crnmhs w h fell fr rom, the bring man's. wg 
25 though t the ß 0 15 not exprefily put, that he was 
refuſed, yet 3 the e is not affirmed in the hi- 
foricat part of the Ae parab le,—or, pleaded afier by, the 
other, ta bes 


conchide bis re. queſt was unſucce ſs ful — like too many 
others'1 in es erde 


0 x! 1 — is ad 


either ſo lifted up in it, (har 
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hand of ſcience, could torture. 7 


= mercy to the miſerable, we may 
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| a part of them? 


_ uncharinableneſs; the Ach man died allo de pd 
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they cannot lob down diſtintily enough upon the ſaf- 
ferings of their fellow erentures, r, by” N 
ſeiting in a continual courſe of ba ug and 
cheer, they forget there is ſuch à flifemp 
in che catalouge of homan infit mies 2 7 
\Ovexcuarcsd with this, — ies 
ſand unpitied vais in a:pilgrimage/through n inhe⸗ 
ſpitable world, the poor man — filently under bi 
burden. But, good Govt whence ivithis? Why 
doſt thou ſuffer theſe hardſhips ing world which thay! 
haſt, made ? Is it for thy honour, that one man ſhould 
eat the bread of fulnefs, and ſo -many-of bis on 
dak ad lineage eat the bread of ſurrow 7. Tha 
this, man ſhonld go clad in purple, and have all bi . 
raths Qrewed with roſe-buds of „hile ſo man 
wournful paſſengers go heavily along, and + 8 
his gaces, hanging 425 cheir beads? Ax it 25 thy: 
ry, O Goo! tha ſo large 2ſhade of miſery. houjd 
wead acroſs ty yorks ?—or, is it that we fee bui 
hen the great chain at Jeng'h-is 
let down, and all that his beld: he two worlds in hat 
mony is ſeen hen dhe dawn of that day op 
proaches, in which all: the diftrefsful. incidents of th 
drama ſhall-be-uaravelled ;—when' every man's caly 
ſhall be reconſigered, inen wilt thou be fully 
fied i in all thy ways, and every mouth-ſhall be ſtopp 
AvrTz« a long day of merey miſpent in , 1 


0 
rable adds, and was buried: Buried no doubt 
in mph, wich all the ill- timed pride of funeral 


2 
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ad empty decorations; w worldly: folly 5s apt 6 tO 
— proſtate. upon air ere be 
good Bor drehe. lait vain, " ſhow. tbe, utter” Son- 
unger clion. a all. HCUT vrandeur :—:he next 
: a ſcene of Td wt 


ere he n Ft by * our 
Wieda, inte kee, of the uimoſt miſery, from 
xce.he id. ſuppoled 19, Uk up his eyes 3 
bea n cry 10 the patriarch Abraham for metey. 
And Abraham said, Son, remmd at thou . * 
by lifetime rechiuæ dſt thy gο things. - png 
—— Lnaz he had . his od things, — 
was from heaven, ant Fecgh ks de tsch with 3 
ſeveruy-daever the Scripture; ſpeaks again 
wt, i. lack: op: par that the lifing or faring 
apt 2 was the erima abjefted<o i e 
* — teal part of 4 viciqus: charakter: 
bs. cale might *beExrhen, is no; Hi yaality an 
uon in_the-warlÞmighe be ſuppsled to be uch, Y 
only to have juſtified his doing this, but, "i" ge 
i to haue required it, une any imputatioß o 
ing wrong; for differences of Rationg there mult | 
in the world, "which mut be ſupporced by ſuch” 
wks of diſtinttion as cuftem i The excel 
great plenty aud inaghificence, i in which Solos 
Weribsd o have ed; who had en fat oxen; aft 
enty oxen out of the paſtures, and a hu adred "ſheep, 
des harts and roe-bücks, and fallow: deer, and far. 
Howl, with thirty ine leres of fine flour, and ter- 
te modCitds of meal, for the daily provifion-oF ME 
ble ;—all this is not JT io him! 1 a ſin, but rather 
Vo L, VI. B Yi remarked 
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rremarked as an ance uf G Ob's BI bleſſing to hi 
_ and; whenever theſe things dre tber ik, 1 
leful and-diſlhumeſt perverfivr ohe f th 6 
e ende, and ofi⸗times, to the vety öppöfite Ufer 
for whih ethey were granted. — to lad ce Heart, 0 
Lr it, and render it more kind. — 1 24.48 
Ano his ſcems 0 have been; the” ſhare the” — 


126 ſumpwoullyp=—be-might have har more 100 
Jos for veſletlien, and been bettei to Bae 
en Re _ and to have felt compalio P 


78 2 At 31 JN ff 
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14 „3 


; 1 0. Abrekam cad} Gon, remember that hoy 
thy life ime rcteiuedſi thy gooll tings? n ef 
Ee evil things. —Remember!a. Fad ſubſe erk b 

See. that a man has paſſed throvg 15 —5 


n Au adva $ of 11,0 x his 
Nen . evers: we en 770 che 85 
of which he is à member, i in che en oymeut TL 
to remember how much be het received, 
lutile he bes beſtowed, ———that he Has beef no f 
eee open hengfskiür 
Ned God T ani ne rl tod ys 23 05 3% 12H Wir: 
| Tuns degging in dib or hätsſehd he is repel 
__ laſt as interceding for his brethren; that dad 
Figs might be; ſent to hem to givethem ang Þ 
[p55 ay _—— the ruin which A Had? ballen 3 
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R NO. N. XXIII. bons g 
he petfiarchenlet themnfivar tems: 2500 ilie un- 
Ades rot pr PU MPT he „Witt It; 
ies e es in hes requeſt, and urgiigz-- My 
ee but if one wen from inc pn 
WEE repent __ bai sn i ibn bas n q 
n rin thought ſo Hut o Abraham kheWbther 
e —And ben grodeds-of-mhe geietobinicion® I 
are explaingd-alreadyy.-+ fo tha proceed a 
* + Po e ener rde prot ; 
ee ir cut Sa vi tnighti further ffEnd 

d diſcover to us by it, the dangers to whiek Far 
"wi an naturally expaſe mankind; agreeadly- ter Nhat is 
ma erere declared, how, hardly--ſhall dy who the 
ot ui ed Entering the kingdom of Heduen - 
& guluth , they hre nften ob dufge fed 
ing.for. Go Dgogtulleus auich, uro ue ib Was NE 
Pry lurround e at all mes ⁴.ꝛyſe, wich workers. Mi 
ick flanery, pd fable. friends; wich- which ebbarith, AY 
ge beg abouſands have: peridhed y #12". Ml 
Vor abe Lmultipl-opy faults and if encherou f 10 GHH -Iken 
: 7 m us zrreuhey hounadminiller to ous: temptã. 
8 77-4947 peicher albu-us- hme te ens 1HDEI Gör 
WB, pfui to regen rfabets hat is 
2 1unange, do they not oficn tempt men doen IL 
128 St and thbagli-amidfl all the ii effiecs which 
hat I eee id dafl futpciithinvice; biel frber 
e MP the ane nale t eee vc, W. C67 
den wie cen Capirath bisſpi riis upon the enlargement 
ne al Ns otiane, and is the more empty. for being full. 
Bor there is leſs need 10 preach ag alaſt | 
3 - 
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Gall, to be haſlening 10 the e eXtreme of 
luxury; and expence; we generally content ourſelves 
with the ſolution of ut 3 ard fav, 'ts a natural conſe. 
ice of trade. and gen there it ends. 
6 Br. the way, 1 affirm there is a millake in the 
account: and that it is noi riches which are the cauſe 
-of luxury, —but ihe corrupt calculation of the world, 
in waking tic hes the balance for honour, for virtue, 
and ſor evety thing that is great aud Sod: which 
Lo many, thouſands on pb; an affetation bf 
Ding, more, than, hey have, — and con ſequenth 
; bb-engaging an a eh of expences the 2 ſup» 
:; Ports, -/ 471 TY: . 
IN one * is the neceſſuy of upbeaving” to 
2 bomebedys i in order to be eh dun 
41 cnil;Tuas l us to. .,appther leſſon 3 in ihe abt, 


. concernipg the true uſe and application of iche 
| i "We may be ſure, from the treatment ok he rich maui 
| | — aid noi employ,t thoſe talents as Gov inten 55 
78 How Cop tid. 8 them;- may as wellh an 
| | known from an appeal to. your own Hearis W- and ib 1 
J : inſcripnon you {hall read there,—as' from ny chap *. 
| 1 and ver ſe I wight cue, upon the ſubjeR.! et usthen ii -- 

 -- momem, my dear auditors ! # turn our 558 that wa 90 


and conſider the t traces which « even n the 1 nolt inſerſſb 
> man may have proof o of, from what ai percei 
ſpringing up within him from ſome cafoa! aft of g 


reroliy ; and though this is a pleaſure which properiÞ'+; 
belong 


dad 
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| belongs to the good, y et let him try che experiment; 
ne of 


lei him. comfort the captive, or Cover the raked | 
ſelves wich a garment, and be wil feel whit is meant by 
one. that moral delight, ariſing in the mind from 1 " 
— ſcience of a humane action. de aas. tot aft Ne 
in the 1 BUT to know i it right, we. muſt tallupoꝶ dhe com- 
bite puſlonate——Cruely' gives evidence anwiltinh, ply, 
world, and, feels the pleaſure but 1mperfeMy ; for this; Ts 
virtue, 4 other pleaſures, is of a relative' nature;-and*ednle- 
Which quenily. the enjoyment of it requires foniequalifiea- 
ion ö [pan in che faculty, as much a5 the enjoy inent of 
pueatly i *0 other good does; there mut be - 
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nb tte from a. ſecret com ariſon, which the patty 
_ been making of himſelf tom difaBraniage, 
Every, amtimation he gives me'df'w at he thinks ef 
abe matter, is ſo far a Allet injury, either 38 it with- 
Holds the reſpett which is my due, or perhaps denies 
me to have 20y : or elſe, which preſſes equally hard, 
as it puts me in mind of the defects which 1 really 
have, and of which J am truly conſcious; and conſe- 
: quently. think myſelf the Jeſs deſerving of an admo- 
Alion; in every one of which caſes, the "proud maß, 
in whatever language b be ſpeaks it,—if it is exprellive 
of, this ſuperiority over me, either in the gifts of 
fortune, the advantages of birth or improvements, 
as. it has proceeded | from a mean effiination; and 
» pebitly a very 1 unfair. one, of the Ae reter ſions in 
{any ſelf —the attack, I fay, is perſonel; and 
has generally the' fate 0 be eie and reſented as ſuch, 
80 that, with regard to the preſent i inconveniences, 
there is ſcarce any. vice, bating ſuch as are imme- 
dish puniſhed by laws, which a man may not indulge 
uh more ſafety 10 himſelf, than this one of Pride; 
the humblzfl of men, not being ſo entirely void 
of the paſſion themſelves, but that they ſuffet ſo much 
from the overflowings of; it in others, as to make the 
 Jueral, accompliſpment of the text a conmon' initetelt 
and concern: in which they are generally ſuccelsfah, 
the nature, of the. vice being ſuch, as not dn) 
do iempt vn to it, but 10 afford the occafivns wel 
of its own humiliation. 5x4 Os 
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1 SERMON XXIV. 
of Nite” and conttakted fouls 1-—hat-[Whateveh: 
affeftation of greatneſs it generally wears and carcied/ 
in the I6oks, thete is always meanneſs in the heat 
of it: Lu haughty and an abjeQtemper, 1 believe, ate 
müchf fnearet à kin Man they will acknowledge 
hike poor relations, they look a liitle thy at one ano. 
ihet at firſt ſight; ee trace” back their pedigree, 
hay Ae büt collaterdl branches from the {ame lem ; 
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To this ſpeeylatiye. argument of Noa weekne t 
b generally de ill-fate 39 add anger, gf; a_morg, _. 
ſubſtantal naue, which, is; mater a, e bat On. 
wen giddy 1-upen every dale, exaliayuon, is 10 . 
enced ia e no leſs a; mark of a weg gram in. 
figurative, han it is in the lizgral {cnſc ot ihe expreſa 
ion in ſober truth, tis but a. curyy king, of, 
a trick ¶ gunticꝭ valuit Fortuna jocgri/— 1 q1 
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at once as high as ſhe can get him for it is vs 10 
nuke him. play. ſuch. fataltic trictzuaste becom 
vecy fook uf the gomedy ; abd, dec gr onal, 
bene factor to the > world. in making it mexry 1 * 
not bo ſpleen, could be pacified Prin ih Tepre- 
ſemation. 0008 35 20 05:25 
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do. Sctipiur ſeldom ĩmiroduccs: it alone 
ot Strife or Reyenge, or ſome mimicgl pa e 
ener upon 4he ſlage with. itz ahe: ptools and cen ons 
of which T have not lime to a 0n,,, and theres, | 
fore {hall ſay no more upon this ae than (his, 
hat, 1 as there no her, yet tha had company. 
tis vice in generally found in, would, ; Jufhicient. 
by itſelf to:engage a. man to avoid it. 18 
Tas much for the moral conſidetations upon this 
ſubject; a great part of wen as they illultrate 
chiefly | 
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Ny the. inconvenicaces of. Nride in a ſooidl Tight 
may ſeem to have, a.greger tendency to mikkb meal 
gan the; appcaranyes of it, Ahab que the paſ. 
* (elf, and root i g of: their nate to do er 
this; effetiualy, we-mul dd dhe argument of re. 
Sion, Withou Which, d beſt mom diſeourſe may le 
prove little better chan a ed political dettute;2aught" . 
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ous $9 g man ꝑpreſem imeteſio qt guet all Mhh 4. Ie 
man may learn to practise e hug ind iet Me 
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heass full of 4he/diunble exelamationg ©: Col whit! 
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of. Pride which: he: Bazxcewdin\fbr-a day: Fall off: Þ® 
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fog your imagination; I beſeech y; te view the Þ 4 
laſi ſcene ol thegteaieſt aud proudeſt who'ever A7 
and governed the world. ſee the empry vapour dig ge 
apyearing ! one of the arcows of mortality this mo- 
ment 
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Ix, where you "will, tis f no where 0 improper— 11s in 
no creature [6 up beconng fl Hao: 
N Burt wity ſo cold an affenc to ſa ads 
dach p. Pertiaps hin ball” reaſons: to be proud: 
for heaven's ſake Jt us hear them Thou haſt 
the ad antsg IM of birth and title 10 boaſt - 
thou PE in the fatilhine of court faubur 0 
thou haſt a large frtine Or great talents or mach 
aher „g r Nature has be owed her. graces-upon 
. perſon —ſpeak Lon whichofitheſe foundations 
thou raiſed this * i 
RG en. YVN9S Engin 339 To Hen ag 
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" pollute” ng oti&drop” of thy blood io be humble: hy 


ie clear ob ure is" id ainting ;; it makes the he 
15 Forth the canvas, ad deraches: his figure fran 
"the gros ip in Which Re wo,! otherwiſe ſtand: »con- 
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ids hich, hat they dien mean rhei DM make 
onceſtel bit an abſurd ſociet . | 

proud: Ty thou an powerful in attſgſt, qr . Nandeſt 
wu ball bebe by-—a: fervile xxibe of dependants,,—why 
- ſhouldefi-chou;be-proud——becauſe they, are hungry. ? 3M 
„ Scourge me ſuch f ycophauts.;, they, have turned "IP 
r wach de heads of thouſands as well as thine——, , Y 
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ndartonſÞ which hav sl gained. hee this rien 701 Now M,; 
Let: u but art thou proud, ihat ihou Yavdelhin » A. pl ace, w bee 
I Þ thou ar: the mark of one man's envy, anothe F Mans 
e wilff malice, or third man's levenge, 1 ere goed 
le : h men may be teedy 40 ſuſpect thee, and N ence Na 
k, = men will beireadyiro pull ge Jovi 1 would be 
fe what proud of nothing that is . Haman, was. fo, 
he: her becauſe he! was; admitted alohe 10 IM En OE 
ure frauſf bat quer; and the che railg din, 

nd co. was fifty rubies! higher than he; ever, genes or 
NA thought of. + 3} bohwa 
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whatever we do of the arts and ornaments with which 
Pride is wont to Aet if off i the wedkeſt minds ate 
moſt caught with both; being ever glad to win 2. 
tention and credit from ſmall and flender acciden . 
through diſability of purehalirlp them by better +: 
means, In truth, Beauty has fo many charms, one 
knows not how to ſpeak againſt it; and when it 

happens that agraceful-figure- is-the-habitation of 4 


_ virtuous foul, when the beauty of the face ſpeaks out . 


the modeſty and humlliry of He, . re the jull. 
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don again and ſtoop for it by avarice,——try all 
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convinced at aft, \ we have been ſeek) ery. where 
for f it, bitf "where there d gk FI Jing it 
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Cifpolition_ of heart, This, and this only, will 
252 us rell unzo our fouls :="M; from thoſe 1 tur. 
bulent and haughity palfions which di Rurb our quiet? 
refl, from the provgcartions' and At appointments 
of the AT and aFrain of unt old.evils 100 long to 
be eee 3 gainſt all Which this _Fraqe a and pre- 
para ion of 15 he beſt progettions © 2 

I Bt you will po ie me in this: argument, 
Conſider! how great a "ſhare of the e YpeafineNes, wii ich 


take up and torment” our hou 52 oe heit r; 14 
| are 


TY which 
oppoli te to this chat er. | 
Wirk r regard to. tie \proyacheſ ons. ind” offence 
which are nhavoidabty ha En ning Mr a nan. in ths 


commerce With "the bs ork ns it "f 2 1 rule 


Asa man's p er 
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1 the opinion of B ume als rife. does the 
injury,——fo does bis reſeniment i is Which 
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ruck him and Excu 8 that h eat | ig. "the Weunl 
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Ser how different the ale! 15 with the” ue 
man : one half of theſe painfu af eonflis he actually 
eſcapgs 3 ; the other part falls liga on bim: be 


provokes no man by contempt; 5 \rufls himſelf for- 


ward as the maik of L man's envy ; ſo that he cuis 
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if the freiful occaſions of ate | 
theſe evils ; and for thoſe in 58 25 Apr 
wr would involve kim, like the — 4 ſhrub in 


* Sten gives way, and ſcarce feels the in- 
ſloemy encounters which rend the proud 
ar, ** eat it up by i Its roots. 

"Ie you conlider it, with regard to the many . 
appointments of this fs which ariſe from the hopes 
of bettering our condition, and eng) in the 
world, —=he reaſoning is the fame. 

WHar we expeli, —is ever in 
the eſtimate made of ourſelres ; when pride and l 
love have brought us in their account of this matter, 


ve find that we are worthy of all honours— 


ht for all places and 2 28 Our ex- 


pectations riſe and multi ply, ſo muft our diſappoint- 
ments with them; hay there needs nothing more, 
o lay the foundation of our unhappineſs, and both 
io make znd keep us miſerable. And in truth there 
8 nothing ſo common in life as to ſee 92 8 
e would 4 fs had all the reaſon in the wo 
at reff, ſo torn up and difquieted with ſorrows 
of this clafs. and ſo inceſſantly tortured with tke 


diſappointments which their pride and paſſions have 


created for them, that though th have all 
the ingredients of nn cy appear to nave a 


in their hands, they 
tan neither compound or uſe them — How ſhould 


de) ? the goad is ever in their fides, and ſo hurries 
Vol. VI. C them 


' SERMON: XXV. 
them on from one expetlation to another as lo leave 
them no reſt day or night. 1251 


ſecurity ' again(t theſe heart-aches, which, though ti. 
diculous ſometimes' in the eye of the beholder, yet 
are ſe rious enough io the man Who ſuffers them, and! 
1 believe, would make no inconſiderable aceount in 
a true catalogue of the diſquietudes of mortal man: 
age inſt theſe, ] ſay, Humility is the beſt defence. 
Hs that is lütle in his own eyes, is little too in 
his defires, and conſequently moderate in his purſuit 
of them: like another man, he mey fail ip his at. 
rempts, and loſe the point he aimed at, —— but that 
is all; he loſes not himſelf, ———he leſes not his 
happineſs and peace of mind Wi it: even the 
contentions of ihe humble man are mild ang pfacid. 
Ble ſſed charadter! when ſuch a one 5x tpruſt back, 
who does not pity him- P—when he falls, who would 
not ſtretch out a hand to raiſe: him op BIG £1212; 
Ano here, I cannot help ſtopping in he midſt of 
this argument, to make a ſhort obſervations, which is 
this. When we refle& upon the cheratter of Hu- 
mility, we are apt to think ic ſtends de moit u. 
ked and defenceleh of all virtues whatever, —the 
leaſt able to ſupport 1s claims againſt the infolent 
aniagonilt who ſeerns ready to bear him down, aud 
all op poltiion which ſuch a temper can make. 
Now, if we confiderhim as Handing alone, — 


trampled upon by his oppoſer.— Bui it we conſide 
id; 
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HBuuitirv, therefore, recommends fel 28 2 
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we mee k and lowly. man, as he is——fenced and 
gurded by the love, the friendſhip and wiſhes of ail 
mgokind;—<rhas., the other flands alone, haied, diſ- 
cauntenanced without one true friend or hearty walk 
wer on, his ſide when this is balanced, we 
{hall have reaſon to change our opinion, and he, CON = 
vinced that the. bumble, man, flreugthened with ſach 
an alliance, is far from being O over matched as at 
hr l ht he may appear ;—nay, I believe one might 
venture to go farcher, and engage for it, thai in all 
luch cates, where . ieal toinude and .true perſonal 
courage were wanted, he, ty, much more likely to giwe 
proof of it, and I would ſooner look for it in fach 
temper, tan 4a that of big adveifny. * Pride may 
Wake, a man viola ag babrl Amit will make ae 
fem: — and which, of che two, do . think, likely 
o come off, with, honour re who acts from the 
change able impulſe at-heated bioud, and. follows the 
unceciain motions, of his pride = fury,—or the 
hav. ho Hands cool and collected in hunſelf; wh9 
rerns his reſeutments, inſtead of being governed 
b; them, and on every occalion acts upon the Send 
nalves of prineiple and duty 7 

5UFT-ihis by the way — hough, in truth, | it falls 
n with the main argument ; for it the obſervation 
$juil, and Humiluy has the advantages where we 
would leaſt expect them, the argumen: riſes higher 
2 behalt of thoſe which are more apparently on 1:8 
ela all which, if the humble man finds, whag 
e proud man mull never hope fur in this worid,— 
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| | q that is, reſt to his foul, ſo does he bkewiſe ment 
1 Wich it from the influence ſuch a temper has u 
his condition under the evils of his life, not as char- 
i geable upon the vices; of men, but as 4he portion-of 


- — 
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his inheritance, by the appointmenteqf. GD. For 
if, as Job ſays, we are born to troyb das the ſpark 
fly upwards, ſurely it is. he who thinks abe greatel 
of theſe treubles belou his ſins, and the ſmalleſſ fi- 
vours obove his merit, chat is likely to ſuffer: the leaf 
from the one, and enjoy the moſt from the other; 
7 *tis he who poſſi {ſes his ſoul in meækneſs, and keeps 
it ſubjeQcd to all the ĩſſues of fortune, that is the far. 
theſt out of their reach. No. He blames: not the 
fun, though it does not ripen his vine; nor bluſſen 
at the winds, ibough hey bring bim no profit. 
If che fountain of the humble man riſes not ſo big 
as he cpuld 'wiſh-—he thinks, however, that it riſa 
as high as it ought: and, as the laws of Nani 
{ill do their duty; that he has no cauſe to compli 
againſt tbe. q 399 201M 
Ir diſappointed of riches he knows the p 
vidence of Go is not his debior; that though 
has received leſs than others, yet as he-1hinks him 
leſs than the leaſt, he has reaſon to be thankful. 
Ir the world gees untoward with the hum 
man, in other reſpełls, — he knows a truth Which 
roud man does never acknowledge, and that uh 
that the world was not made for him; and therefor 
how little ſhare ſoevet he has of its advantages, 


ſees an argument of content, in teſletling how Jun 
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meet I ti, tliat a c%mpðꝭi? of fin, of deen aud frail 


upon y bas gronbäs 10 epi - UTC 371 mon? 18 Hun 
 Char- N A 15 OU. thus turned am reightes; is ic 
nion if ſmoothly; dowty che flream of rot th : no temp 
4 For 


tations in eee e m with deſife, 4 
- ſparks N nd dangers alm him wich feac: though open to alt 
greatel the-change es And chances of others, yet, by ſeeing 
lefi fa dle Juſtice! off har happens, ud humbly giving 
he lea} N ay 10 the blow, =—ahoughy he in fſmitten, he is not 
other: mittem Ulle oihet e or leels . fart” which 


d keep ſthey do: 0-220 ace ar 211 

the fat. Fuus 3 for the n bf! lle eie us 
not ib o.] took towards the example uit... 
dluſlenf Ur is oblerved br ſome one, Ibat as pride” Was: is 
ft ne 'throuph Which fin and inifery entered into 
1 ſo biene world and gave our enen he ufiumph of x ap 
tit lang our nature; hat therefore che Son of GO 

f NawunſWane to! d ek and to ſave that which das doll, Pope Y 


Wemered: on leavork vf our reilbration; he began 


compli 
_ | the very point where he knew we” Had failed; 


ihe p 


nd this dyec cid Ng to'bringahe ſou] 8 
hough-4 den baute twins; original: temper of Hüdulny': f 
ks h u his: elt pahlis addreſi rom the Mount, 2 
ikful, rich a decdraribn o blef{=inefs! i the poor in Ipi- 
ze umb, uiid alnoſt his tai eahortation in the- text, 
hich f ro copy he? fair Original he had fet them of 


d that ibis virtue, and —_ o eee 


chereſole * heart; bos : mil 0 obem 150 eg bf 
antages, Ir is the moſt ad: Appeal Amt; can be 
; how Jul {co whe hean uf man, —and ſoperſuative aud 
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1 to alt Chriſtians; that as much prid 
25 there is (ill in ide world, it is ber thedible/Hat 
— every beſiever miſt receive ſoine titciute of this 
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F rafter or bias to Wards it, from the” example of ſo 
Prat, 7 yet ſo humble a Maſter; "whoſe whole 
'courle pf life was a particular lectite d this one vit. 
tue; 0 in every inſtance of ii he ed, that he ce 
eee 
"Ho Bo ambitious, followers, but to caſt a damp 
"i them for ever, by appearing himfelf rather as a 
- Jevant than a, maſter, — coming, as he” contmually 
„ 8cclared, not fo be miniſtered! unto, but to miniſter; 
- bd, aß the” Prophet had foretold in that tmewrnful 
| of Hin. to have no form ot comeli. 
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oo fs, nor Spy © beauty, that ey ſhould defire him, 
1 d meanneſs of his irtp. the poverty 
cuts ne. he low offices ib which it wes en 
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ſame language, — Ih t the Go ef truth ſhould 
bit o iße lub of an impoſlure:— 55 
humble deporim ent under that, and a"ihouſand'pro- 
vocations of 2 kel people, flilf raiſes his che 
+ Pitch—is the tender and pathetic proof he . of 
the ſame diſpofition at the concluſion and great cat 
" Irophe of his ſufferings, —when a liſe full of |; 
many inſlances of humility was crowned with th 

moll endeating one of /armoling: kimfelf eden tot 
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dat h rf thegrofs ; be death of a Dave, a ma- 
efator—dragged, iD Sue, without oppoſition 


»+—rinſuled wühout comp! MOL, 


% £5 ry 
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I BL ASSED;, Jz=5vs,! A bow can the 155 .who | 
le pen aby: nome, but, leara of- Thee f to. be meek | 


and; lowly; 40 heart ?——how. can, be. but 


when ſuch g elellon was keonded. by ſuch 


ale d oe 


nne 


Ir chumiliiy ſhines, & dee, in = charafler of 
aal ſo does it in that of his religion z ile true 
ſpirit; of which tends, all the fame way, ——Chri 
\ Ranuy, hen rightly. explained and prattiſed, is all 
mee He and, candour, and love. and. cauftely : 2 ard 
there is no ones palſion our 8 Saviop R rebukes, ſo 
often, or With, ſo, much. ſhar N as that one which 

d ettett and that i 's pride, 


b ſuhverſive of. theſe kind Lic 
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profit, 


an ex- 


hic, in proportion ay, it governs us, neceſſacil „ 


leads us on to a diſconrieous, opinion and .reatment 
of others, —L, ſay., nzcefſarily-—vecaule tis a ustüral 


conſequence, aud, the s $, from. the one, 
other as, wnavoida/!c, 


W Ans, gur "he LOU ry ' of FR remarks | in the. _—_ 
ater of the, Phar! ſees, hey truſted 1 in themſelves, 
as n wopder than they deſoiſed others. 

Anis, Libeljeve, might principally, relate to ſpi- 
el prides. r, by, the way, Is the worlt of ail 
3 and AS; iz a, very ba {pecics. of a very. bad 
paſſion, I. canngt do beiter than conclude the dif 
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Ras ufually gone hand in hand- with itz manothef 


| fancy,- — Lach J ſuppoſe, has fed it,. and 


that is, a akon of ſome more than ordmary aug: 
and © fa Ae from above Le us deR 
chin mater. q 051 to ed 23 gi vgs ld 
Takt the influence and allllence , 
{pi rit, in a Way im perceprible”to us, do enable us to 
Rnd bin an acceptable ſervices, Wer earn from 
— ripture.- — In what particular mahner tkis is 
ected, Ao that the act afl Aill be Imputed ours 
the Scripiute' fays Höt: we know only che accouns + 
is o; dul for taty Tenfible - demonſtrathons df! it 
Dörte , to be felt as ſuch within us the word of 
5 is  utetly Rent; nor can thatfiience;be ſup. 
plied b any ex enEnce We habe nose; unlelz 
ou calt 82 laſſe e pretences toit fuch,-—-ſuggelled 
b an Enhifialiſ®'or”! 'diſtempered' fancy. As ex 
rel) s 25 We Art Udand' pray for the infpitation ot 
« 60's Spich, cn "there are no boundaries xed, not 
Can any be deer wafked, io diſtingaiſſu them fran 
the elfbris ani tete rimtattons of our o res font 
ang as firmly 28 moft Chriſtians believę the: effech 
F them upon "(heir heatts, 1 may evenwenturers 
i. that fince ihe! promiles wete watepaticre: nel 
vet was a Chriſtian, of a cool) Ee Adu Hoigid jddg- 
ment, that, i in any ihſtance of #Changerefilifes dill 


picture 10 ay, which part of Hiss Heformatidn was 


owing | "io! Di vie help, or which onthe operations 
of Ris own mind 7 oriwhboaipon locking back; won 
pretend te Hlrike din Une, aud lay, “ here it was 
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chat my on reſlections ended and at this 
point the ſuggeſtions of the deine af. D p began 10 
take place. IC Na $70; 


How EXE N heckwank "hg bg bad * 


oC) $3 16.15 5 


zen in 


former ages in the diſcovery of ſuch points 25  Gop 


never meant BS40! know,—we have been more ſuc- 
ceſsſul in Our n days :—thouſands . ca trace out, 
now, the impreſſions. of this, di ine intercourſe if 
themſelves, from che firſt moment they received 1 it, 
and with ſuch diſlinet intelligence af 11s. progreſs a and 
workings,om to-require no evidenge of its truth. „ 

Ir muſi be ow-wned, that the preſent 3 age. | has dot 
acgerherahe honour of this di (cavery there. were 


110 


od many grounds given improve on ia the reli 
gious cant of the laſt cemury when the. in- coming. | 
in- dwellings, and gut lettings. of the Spee were 
the: ſubjects, of. ſo much edificalion; and, w hen, as 
they da now, the molt Alluerate mechapics, who, 48 4 | 
witty divide ſaid of them, were much utero make 
2 pulpu, than get into one, were yet able & o frat rame 
their nonſenſe io the nonſenſe. of the times, 55 to 
eget ) an opinion in their followers, Not anly that 
they. prayed and preached by inſpiration, but, that 
the: moſt common actions of their lives were ſer about 
in be Spirit af dhe Lozn., |, 

Tn tenets of dhe Quakers js 8 quiet 
people) are collateral . d. ſcendanis from the lame 
enthuſiaſtic original; and. their accounts and way of 
resloning upon their 4nward |: ght and ſpiritual | wor- 
aur a ate much ihe ſame; which, laſt they carry 10 
muc 
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much farcher, as to believe de Lialy.; Ghoſt cOmG 
dowti upon their aflemblies, and. moves them, withow 
regard to condition or ſex, 0 make iuteccelſions wi 
Unuiterable gr Hans. 

So that, Tn act, che opinions nende upon 
which 1 was hill, emering, is but, a republicanoq 
with {ome alerations of the fame exiTaVagant co 
ceits; and as enthulia{n generally ſpeaks che ſamg 
languipe in all ayes, *tis but too ladly verified in this; 
for though we have_not yet got to the old terms ef 
the in. comings aud in-dwellings of ihe Spirits—=yv6 
we have arrived at the firſt feelings of iis entrance, 
recorded with as particular an exactneſs as an act. d 
fitiation,—ſo that numbers will tell you ihe identical 
place—ihe diy of the month, and the, hour of che 
night, when the 1 80 came in den Wem, and tovk; 
pollciſior on of their eaſth.; 4 0 35 

"Now, ikere i is this incanvenience. on our fide, 
that Werd is no arguing with a frenzy ofthis kind, 
For unleſs £ repreſentation of the. caſe be a confulas 
tion of its folly to them, they, mult for ever be led 
captive by a deluſion, from which no realoger cal 
redeem them: for it you ſhourd enquire,, upon what 
evideuce fo range a a periuafion. 1 1s gropuded Dn 
they will tell you, 0 They feel it is ſo.“ If you 
reply, I hat this. is no corivittion io your who do noi 
feel it like them, and ther fore would, wilh tobe ſo- 
tisfied by what tokens they are able 10 diſtinguilh 
ſuch emotions from thoſe of fancy and complexton 
they will anſwer, That ihe manner of 1t is incommu- 
nicable 
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covh Wrttible by human Jangiiage, but *us a matter wank fact: 
hou they feel its operations as plain and diſlintt, as 
s wh Nite natural ſetſutions- of pleaſure, or the pains of A, 
- _Welfordered body. And fince have mentioned a 
upon Naiſordered body, L'canOt help & gpelling, that Among, 
canon, Ihe more ſerious and deluded- of this (ef, *tis much 
„ cd ſto be doudted"\whertier a diſordered body has not oft= 
> {amd Mhimes as great #/ſhare i in letting 1 in theſe cons as 
n ths; a diſordered! wine.” 

rms ef Wuex a pobt lconlotacd r creature is 
ye erfied from all” ehjoy ment, ——prays. without 
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trance edfing eil“ hi s imagination, is heated j—faſts % and 
acta ortthes, änhd mopes, till his body is in as bad. FE 
lenuca Mig as lis mind; is it a wonder, that the Mecha-, 
of ihe ] 


ical [Qi ranges and conflicts of an empty. belly, 
imerpteteck by anlempty head. ſhould be miltook. for 
| rorkings of a differem kind 2 what they are 
tat, in fuch a ſitüation, where tha mind fits upon. 
je" Ware for txtraordinary Occurrences, and ihe. 
maginiztion is pretengaged on its Jide, is it llrange it. 
my commotion ſhould help to fix \Ft in this mas 
ay, and make bim a fitter ſabjett for the treaument 
| fa Phyſician than a Divine? 

2 — | Is many cafes, they ſeem fo much above the kill 
If y pf eicher, that unleſs C00, in his mercy, rebuke, 
his lying ſpirit; and call it back——it may go PBs 
o be {a xd 0 perſuade millions to their deflcuftion,, 

linguſh | 1 1 
exion? ! „„ FIT 
comm- ! | $2 
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| Paci themſelves to be wiſe, they. became 2 


TIE is no one projetd. to. l the whal h 
race of mankind is Ig uowverſaly 2 bubble, all 
to that of being thought wiſe; ane Ty 
it is fo viſible, in men of all complexions, chat v0 
every day ſee fore one or other. ſo very ſolicitous u 
eftabiifly the charater, as not;to-allow himſelf leiſy 
to do the things which fairly win it ;—expendingi 
more art and ſtratagem̃ to appear ſo in the eyes of ny 
world, than what would ſuffice to ale him fo. 
truth, 

Ir is owing to the force of this. 4 tha you 
ſee, in general, there is no injury touches a man k 
ſenſibly, as an inſult upon his parts and capacity, 
Tell a eee he wants learnivglect 
induſtry or application, ——he will bear your ie 
proof with patience, Nay you may go faribet 
take him f in a proper ſeaſon, 1 You may tax his mor: 
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you. may TRI e Tem in ffir conduct, 


e paſſion 1 dure Jag 
wy pe L e bank the ges denet 
of ati ieod, ollibly 6 1 not only bear with 

cee e bal Wade yah Br 
pour — and prdaiſe Vifeformation ; but 
int —hint but at a deer! in his intellectuals, — touch 
but hat ſorg, plas lie that moment you are 
booked uporl as an enen <nt to torment him before 
his time, and in re: urn may reckon upoa his reſent- 
ment and ill-will för ever lo chat, i in general, you 
W Had ir-Lates to tel a man, he ig a nav chan 
A {tand a better chance of being ood 
le has ben wanting in à point f 
ke nelly, —— 6s af-commn, ſenſe. 4 
brass Jod- that" we geb 2s f, to. Tm 

1 — — — of "Wiſdom; 
ng a, whaniirefleted up gut. morals, 
W no. mot Gf all oellett upon out undetſtamliags! 
Ebi howevers 15 A efedton we inaks 4. ift 
Weber te dhe heat af his: puckuit = 46d Hough | 
1 —— Adam, 1 5 
carce any point wherein we etray more + 

ks oe Flatts wogen 36 2X66]; bring - | 
x this preeitaroreveidicraonhe1elt dr the Halange 
vl His, 0 OTE we kalt confeguence ot be 
tived Witxal—ve generally dle it upon, traſt, 
Mo ern che uality, bn nevgde he, qm 

s RG — gat? loi. So: that, hum ev Sc, inf 
ballen a man ſhall be la his opiuions of: =o 
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2 wo ort to ay 1 5 115 like 1 0 when, Fe : 
8 fa 


Wirt ke then is. OO lo be r 5 1 * I 
ine place of ynderllanding, SP Re o 
Tas politicians c of this world N chew gene at 
ahh admit of i vo other claims of wildum but de he 
knowledge ok men and buſineſs, . ;the .urderliauding mY 


tbe Hnding out che paſſions and, weakneſſes 1 
' foreign miniſter—and. turning them, and all. evewMg; 
06 their conti glory and advantage — ſe! 
Nor A in Aale man of this world, wh NM 
2 the main paint. of wiſdom, is 10 take care fff -: 
infelf ;——to be wiſe in his generation, to mak: „. 
ae of ihe ba pill. he has it, of raiſug on 
fortune, and Heraldizing A name,—F ar, wade 1 15 ih ba 
eculative and Mudious man {whoſe, office is ni the 
Ts from ſack” litle ideas ;— Wildom dwell » 
with him, in Hudinz ing. cut the ſecrets of naiure- de 
| ſcunding the depths « of arts and ſciences ; mea of 
ring the heayens;— -1ejling the, number of ſv; 
y © 2 hats, and calling then all by their names: ſo i 10 


hen, in cut uſy 1 magit atlons, we have buzli;at an 
1e again God's f s fic ortes in the fla and fan}: 
we have found out ibe point whereun; 110. fx 
"Foandation of the earth, and i in che language of: of 
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hook of Job, 'have Tfearched out the. corner. 17 — 


thereof, we think our titles to wiſdom þ Quilt upon the 
fare baſis' with thoſe of our know led age, and 5 


iy will 'tontinve for ever. 
Tu miftake of theſe pretenders i 18 1 at | 


by the Apollle, in the chapter from. which the text 


tem cel ves WIs EHB; — 
which expreſſion (by the way) St Paul is thought 10 


is taken Proeſſi nz 


allude to the vanity of the Greeks 4 nd Romans, who 
being great encouragers of arts and leatning, which 
they had carried to extraordinar y heights, conſidęred 


all other rations a8 Barbarians, i in reſpe&t of them- 


ſelves; and amjorip lt whom, paricylanly the Gr ecks, 


he men of ud) ande enquiry , had aſſumed to them- 


ſelves, with. I hn indecorum, the tle, of the W. iſe 


Wiru what: parade” ak. oftentation _ po 1 


vas made out, it Had the fate (o be attended with 


one of the wont mortifying abaſements. which could 


bappen to Wiſatin'; and that was, an Ignorance of 
' thoſe points“ Which moll concerned, man to know. 


Turs he lhews fio om the gene al ſtate of the Gen- 
the world, in the great article of chen unlconcsplions 

and, as wrong, aqtions produce 
wrong ations; of the duiies and ſervices they owed 


io lum, and in courſe, of what they e owed 10 1 
Aer D ion : 
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Fon thotiph,*s as he argues in "he Ft yerſ:s, 


Ine eretfiele things 27 aun fr om thei creation 


of tee worid mignt be clearly geen and underſtood, 
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lle things that are made :—that is, erte 
Gon, (hings 9 di covery of met, ad a 
Jad, betgce mankind, ſuch 2 5 prog r Hi 1 etet. 
a * Being, — his iwhnite powers and p ertettions, o 
that What 18 10. Us knqwn of his invifi ble” nalüte, 
wi * all lang b Abe traced by the marks' of his good. 
— 2 and the viſible, ne or er T4 _ 5 
et, ſo ujierly were they without ExCule, —— 

that. 8 they, A do ea ſaw his i image and 
Juperſcripiion 1 in every part, el ns a Wet they 
&lorified m not, ade bad, a uſe q 555 make 
of the 2OWEers given ſhe em from is; great | diſcovery, 
That in cad. of Sa the * YE thus manifefted'to 
them, 1 in Ng d ub, [ bet into Ny A 
gros, and al pſurd he us KEY 1 70% | of the 
amcorru pt ble. 1, to, Fl 1 made lid und 
toon þ Plavie, men, lo. bars = fout; Footed 54/0 
Andr eefling . t Ing 7777 3 mg. * them Elves 0 bt 
wi, 5 they: became 09's, 25 5 ei 1 wil 
dem was but, a mote, An ing kin Igtlorapee 
and ended \ in the moli, d pl 10nQWGrA ed Aim millakes, 
49 letting up, -hEbnous gods,” 0 receive” ihe til 

DN of their adoration, and. e 6 
„ Tas fountain of religion, ing ih us poiſoned, {A 
4A the. stream ſbewed its. ſs $, which are 
2 charged uſ on tem) in ihe following words, where he 
| g clerubes the. brachen world « as "full of alt uni, hits 
| Ten ISL onication, -coveioul nefs;- ma- 
-bgouines _ fuil of murder. — Aly. 4. 
col gnity,—-2w biſ perers, — backbiters,— 
hater 
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corruption of the” world: 

c Laach a ef ee a againſt the 'Chiltith 
Leg; Eee mankin nd have at leaft'beeh a8 Wicked 
Jer, 9 9 a by the n more remote add lt-pple"ajjes | 
d iht, Tf we may truſt 9 
0 ere, are f 0. vibes, Which the lte fixes upo ith 
e 95 e the ON "of ehe 
"nk T Fe pies by 57 40 black a Av 

x 88 bu he, Coe mom lince. $2909 das 

Turs nece riß briogs Us 8 engai 10 
W hether Chrillianity has 450 the world 
ad, How fir the morals of it de 0 inade 
better ſince this 1 lem has been cab b OW 

Is Inf ating. Ip one, , might opp Dole tabts te fas 
10 the Et .of dhe world, without coming one For 
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concerning che Deity will throw light pon the 


ſubjett. 

Tram there was one ſupreme Being, wa mids 
this World, and who ought to be worſhipped by bis 
creatures, is the foundation of all religion, and ſo 
obvious a truth in nature, — that Reaſon, as the 
Apoſtle: acknowledges, was always able to diſcover. 
it': tand yet it ſeeins ficange, that the ſame faculty: 
winch made the diſcovery ſhould be ſo little able to 
keep true to its own "Judgment, and ſupport it long 
againſt the-prejudices' 'of wrong heads, and the pro- 


penſicy of weak ones, arch, dla W mulli- 


plicity of gods. 0 

„Fo want'of ſomething to "have. gane band in, 
hand with Reaſon, and fixed the : perſuaſion far, ever 
upon their minds, that there Was in truth but one 
Gothe Maker and Supporter of | heaven, and earth, 
infinite in wiſdom; aud knowledge, and all. periec 


tions cn og was this fimp le idea toſt,, and 


in the Cothead; PHT 9 Yo ad {abgivid 3 
again amongſt deities, which their own dreams had 
giuen ſubſfance to — is eiern power, and do- 


1 minion parcel d out io gods of the ind, 10 gods of 
the ſea, 10 gads of the Infernal regions; whilil, the, 
Fial. who. ruleihi, 


great o of gods, and Lo * D 0 
who. is 10 


#*\4\1 


powerz! was ſuppoſed to reſi contented with, his al- 


unn, oak tO want Power to att Within, Wach part | 
| v 


or 


of his empire, as 10 Os 4 ad 8 


others! ty 

Ir the number of Weir FL 200 this 8 f 
their power, would leſſen the idea of their majeſiy, 
What muſt be the opinions of their origin, Whenz 
inſtead of that glorious deſcription, which; Sgripzute 
gives of the Ancient of Days who inhabiseth el 
eternity; they gravely aſſigned particular times 
and places for the birihs and education of their gods; 
lo that there were ſcarce a hamlet, or even a deſete 
in Greece of Italy, which | was not rendered, memo 
rable by Some favour or accident of this kind Py 119) lg 

AxD what rendered ſuch. conceiis the more: 
gtoſs and abſurd, bey ſuppoſed; not only that 
the gods they 1 had a beginning, bin chaps 
they were produced by flelhly parents; and according 
ly. they attributed to en cofpoteal ſhapes and 
difference of ſex: and indeed in this they were ra 
licle confiſtent.— for their deities. 1 ed to partake! 
ſo mich of the frailties to which eſh. and blood is 
labject, that their hiſtory, and their pedigree: ware 
mach of 2 piece, and might. reaſonably: claim each 
oher, Por they imputed to them not only che hut 
man defects of ignorance, want, fear, and the hke 
but the molt unmanly ſenſualiics, and what Would 
be a reproach to. human eee po 
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what are th hay but the anecdotes of. Tok crore 
eng rhemſelves—their intrigues, their jealouſies, 
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13 SERMON - XXVI. | 
their ungoverneble f tranſports "Gf" "chbler, ap, 
ext their ibefts their diunkennefs, and dlood- Wt 


- . 1665/2 Y o 57 Hoi no! 3 SIE mf Lind 


Hur deb os Ach > uhkdieiv and enquire, what 
wit” Reaſon doing all this time, 10 be ſo mi ſerably 
7 fied and abuſed ? Were beld ſhe. ber empire, 

{her bulwarks' were thes bor ne down abd her 
0 ee of religion ard truth lay buried under 
mf If ſhe was able by tet felf to regain the powet 


th 


| Fore oſt; And pat 4 op te this! folly boys con- ter 


foil LES Why did ſhe Herd II Hhe Wis nok able „ 1 
rebt' this tortent alöne Luthe pont iv given up I the 
me Wanted zac dd es has gen it. h tho 
Bur though Reaſon, Welle 1 e not m 
offflico thefe popdlar'th falke yer ſw the folly = + 
them.” and Was Ar all tithes able i difprove them. kin. 
Ng doubt ir ws and ft is ceriain too hat the bur 
more ail entire aer truth did not, in fest, = 
* fats thefe' abfurd noiſes, which; by he way, . Wabil 
| oblerv:ti tion mote to duft parpole ran theirs who {WneR 

v oba welke üs an Hoss that though at eir res- i 
ſnings ere good hst there says nied ſomes" {dow 
ming which the” could tot fopply; (give them ſach og 
weight, as would lay an bh been bp epon mankind 10 h 
efhibtace? them} ard thake(tF4t 46 be a he, + which and 


@herwiſe. was 125 an | Opinion without force #151" purſi 


Bike; ig lege: = ableſi ve no l 40 ſbilt 
the multiplicity-of- god: (for they bad a religion ee 


for n and eber for the” populace) yer locial 


1 


they Nen, 


s 4 
12 


mes" down from. above—-lince they can be p 


1 


ach" ots obvious mediums z ihey were as neceſſary. | 


F puſued it. „%% 1007314 


11 172 d s 290 28 Mert ; 
— | Liar gbe, neceſſiies of ſociety, and ihe impaſ- 


eligion and morality are inde- 
D 5 | pendent 
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74 | SERMON XX XVI. 
pendent af each other: : they appear ft far frond it; 


that I cannot conceive how the one, in the true aud 
meritorious ſenſe of the duty r without the in- 
ſnence of the othec. Surely, the moſt exalted mo- 
tive which can only be depended upon for the uni- 
form practice of virtue. mul come down {rum 
above, — from the love and umnuation of the goodnels 
of that Being in whoſe fight we wiſh to render out- 
ſelves acceptable : : this. wall operate at all tunes and 
all places, in the darkeſt cloſer, 
the greatelt and mall public theatres of the world, 
Bor wich diflerent. conceptions of the Deity, 
ar . ones as they enteriained, | is it to be 
doubted, whether, in the many {ecret trials of out 
virtue, we ſhould nat ceiermine our cafes of confcicnce 
with, much the ſane kind of caſuiltry as that of the 


Libertine in Lerence, .who being engaged in a very 


unjullifiable.purtuu, and happening 10 fee a piflure 
which repreſented a known ſiory of Jupiter | in a like 
marred the mater, thus within hin 57 


. an e e morial 6 o. ll d \ with in- 


lu mities of fleſh and blocd ,—preiend 10 à virtue, 


which the Father of en and men could not? — 
What infolence ! 
TIE eee e was netursl Cs : and as 1a 


eat a-wailer of nature puis ii into the. mauth of one 
: 9, his prigcipal charatiers, no doubt the } language Wat 


wk 


as miich as on 


SERMON Xx 75; 
then, underſtood ; it was copied from common life, 
and was not the. fit apglication which "al mw made. 
of the ſtory. + | 16} 

Ir will ſcarce admit of a Wie Whether vice 
would not naturally S bold upon the credit of ſuch 
an example; or whether ſuch imprethons did not 
influence the lives and morals of many in the heathen 
world 2-——= And, had there been no other proof. of- 
it, but the Mataral tendency of fuch notions to cor 
rupt them, it had been luffieient reaſon t believe it 
was ſo. | 5s IE 

No doubt, there is fullivieds room for amend 
ment in the Chriſtian world; and we may be laid 
o be a very corrupt and bad generation of men, cons 
llering what motives. we have, from the pu city ot 
Qur religion, and the force of its ſanctions, to make 
u5 better: — et ſtill I afficm, if theſe reſttaints were 
ak:n off, the world would be infinitely worſe: and 
Gough lome ſenſe of morality m;Sat be preſerved, 
8 it was in the heathen world, with the®more cons. 
liierate of us; yet in general 1 am perſuaded, that 
the bulk of minkeind, upon ſuch a ſuppolition would 
oon come to i, withaut GO D in the world, and 
in a ſhort ume differ from Indians themſelves | in lie 
tle elſe but their complexions. | { 

Ir, after all, the hriſtian belgien lids not left 
2 lathcient. provifion azainſt the wickedneſs of the 
world,. the {hort and true e! 15 this, TR Wes 
can be T 

11 is. ſuſtie lent to hits us without & excnls; that. 


D © ANI 
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SERMON XXVI. 1 
the exceſſerey of this inſtitution, in its dofrine, tt; 
precepis, and its examples, has a proper tendency 0 
make us a virtuous and a happy people: ever 
page is an addreſs to our hearts to win them to theſe 

urpoſes. But religion was not intended to woik 
12 men by force and natural neceſſity, but by 
more! perſuaſion, Which Tew good and evil before 
them, ſo that if men have power to do the evil 
and chuſe the and will abuſe it—thi 
cannot be avoide Religion ever implies a freedom 
of choice ; and all the beings in the world which 
have it, were created free” to ſtand, and free to fall; 
Dand there fore men who will not be perſuaded by 
this way of addreſs, muſt expect, and be contented 
to be reckoned rs a to the talent ey, hare 
a: 8 
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5-4 aa. HEBREWS K 111. 7 5 
en zue mal Wwe m a good Conſeience,— 
30 710 va icy * 

DR UST! [ ads. Fe we 151 a * Canſcience! 
—Surely, you will ſav, if there is any thing 

in this life which a man may depend upon, and to 
the knowledge of which he is capable of arriving 
upon the moſt indiſputable evidence, it mult be ibis 
very e e e be has a gocd Conſcience, 
Or nOs 
Iv a man thinkys at al, he cannot well be a 
ſtranger to the true ſtate of ihis account :— He mult 
de privy to his own thoughts and delires—He muit 
remember his pall purſuits, and koow certainly the 
nue ſprings and molives, which, in general, have 
governed the actions of his life. 
In other matters we may be deceived by fajſe 
appearances ; and, as the wiſe man complains, 
Hardly do we guefs aright at the things that are 
upon” 
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upon Re earth, and with labour do we find th: thinga 


that are before us——But here, the mind: has, all 
the evidence and fats within heiſelf: is con- 
{cious of the, web ſhe has wove 5 knows its tex» 
ture aud fineneſs, and the exact ſhare, which every. 
Paſſion has had in working upon the ſeveral deſigns 
which virtue or vice has plann'd before, her. 
NOW, Vas Conſcience is nothing elſe but the 
knowledge which the mind has within uſelf of this; 
and the judgment, either of approbation or cenſure, 
which it unavoidably makes upon the ſucceſſive ac- 
tions of our lives, —'tis plain, you will ſay, from 
the very terms of the propolitzpn, whenever this in- 
ward teſtimony goes againſt a man, and he ſtands ſelf 
accuſed, that he muſt neceſſarily be a gutt man. 
And, on the contrary, when the report is favourable 
on his fide, and his heart condemns him not, — that 
u is not a matter of truſt, as. che Apoſtle intimates, 
but a matter of ceriainty-and fact, that che Conſcience 
V god, and that the-man mull be good-allo. 
Ar tirlt ßight, this may ſeem to be a true ke of 
the caſe; and E make no doubt but the knowledge 
of tight aud wrong is o truly impreſſed upon the mind 
of man, that, did uo ſuch thing. ever happen, as that 
the contcience of a man, by long, habus of in, might 
(as ine Scriptare aſſures us it may) inleulibly be. 
come hard: and, like ſome tender paris of his body. 
by auch firefs, and continual hard uſage, lote, by 
degrees, that mice ſenſe and perception with which, 
Cos and nature endowed it: — — Did tais never. 


happen 


happen —or was it Certain ha ſets: yy could res" 


ver hang the feaſt bias upon the judgment; Hr 
that the little intereſts below, could raiſe. up and per- 

ex the faculties of our upper regions, and encuin 
paſs hem abo'1t' With elouds and thick darkneſs: — 
conid no ſuch thing as Favour and Affection enter. 

this lacted court: —did WII diſdain io take a bribe 

in it, or was aſhamed to ſhow us face as an advocate 

for an un warfantable enyy ment; or, laſlly, were 

we aſſured, that INTER EST ſtoodtal ways unconcern- 

ed whilſt the caufe was hearing, — and that PAss rox 

never got into the Judginent. ſeat, and pronounced 
ſentence in the ſtead of Resſor, Winch mis ſuppoſed 

always to preride and determine upon ie cafe: 

was this truly. fo, as the objection+ mult ſuppoſe; no 
doubt, then, the religions and moral Hate of a man 

would be exattly what he himſeifi cfeeeme ad 11 
and the gui or innocence of every man's life cod be 
known, in general, by no better meaſure than the 
degrees of his Own approbation or cenplure- 

ION, in one caſe, whenever a man's con- 
ſcience does accuſe him (as it ſe dom erts on that ſide) 
thai he is guilty; and, unleſs in melancholy and hy- 
pSchoneriac caſes, we may fafely pronounce, that 
there are always Heir grounds for the acculſat ion. 

Zur, the convetle of the propolition will not hold 
true, ts; That wherever there is guilt, the. 
Conſcience muſt accuſe : and if it dees not tnat a 
man is therefort innocent, I his is not fact: lo 
het the commyn conſclauon which {vine 8 3 

Lian,” 


$i. SEK M.O1 N XXVII. | 
ſtian or cher is holy adminiſteriug to him ſelf.— ogg 
That he thanks Gon his mind does not miſgive nim; 
and that, confequertly, he has à good conſcience; 
becauſe he has a quiet one As current as the infer.) 
ence” is, and as infallible as the tule appears at firſt 
light, yet, when you look nearer $0 it, and try the 


eaBC 
truth of this rule upon plain facts, you find it - liable ud ce 
to ſo much error, from a ſalſe application ol it f co 


the principle, on which it goes, ſo often pervertedʒ 
——the whole force of iv loſt, anduſdmetimes ſo- 
vilely caſt away, that it is painful. to produce the 

common examples from human life, which: donfüm 
this cbbunnna ole 

A NMAN ſiltbevicie, and eee in 
bis principles ; exteptionable in his condett to the 
world: ſhall live fhameleſs Lin che open commil⸗ 
ſion of a ſin whictrmoteaſon'or pretenee can juitify; 
——=a lin, by whith, comrary to al the workings, 
of humanity Siding he ſhall ruin for ever the -delu-// 
ded parther' of his guilt; rob her of her belt 
dowry : Land not only covet her- own! head 
with diſhonogr,-but-mvolve'a whole virtuous: family “ © 
in ſhame and forrow for her ſake, —Snrely,— Nr 
you'll think, Conſeience muſt lead ſuch a man a “ 
troubleſome his he can have corel, mag or day, «© 
from its teproaches. 

ALAs! Conſcience * fomething ſes to do al 
this time, chan break in upon bim: as Tajall te- Web 
proached the god Baal, this domeftic God was eiihet Wu: 
talking, or pursuing, or was in @ journey, or, per- 

ad aventure, 


SERMON XXVII ' B$r 
Wienture, he Ale pt, aud cou U not bs awoke, Per? 
ps he was gohe outi in company wh Ho SOU 


um; o fight a duel : pay off ſome debt at play ar 7 
nee; Niny avnutty; the: bargain, of bis, jult, —-Berbapsy,..- 
1fers onforence all this time was engaged a home, alk 
11} og aloud again}; petty larccny, and executing v enn 
the eance-upon; ſore ſuch puny crimes: as his fortune. 
able ud cank in life ſecuted him againſt all temptaien ü 
— r — chat he lives as mertily ; 8 


[leeps as foundly: in his bed, and, at the laſt; meets. 
each with as much unconccfe, mr Pathaps - ah 
ny thama much better ma. 
icn I Axonutatis ſordid, unmerciful; 2 lait - * 
earted, ſelfiſh wretch, —incapable either of pri- 
in e friendſhips, or public ſpirit——Take noijee 
the row he: paſſes by che widow and orphan injabeir di- 
nif- Wirets 4:1 and ſees all the miſeries incident! iothuman 
ile, without a gh or a player.. Shall not Con- 
ſcience tile up and fi ing him on ſuch, occafions 7 
No. Thank. Go: there is no occaſions. (1 
* pay every man his on, I have no ſornica- 
tion to anſwer to my Conſcience; no faithle ſs vows 
ily or promiſes to make up: I have debauched 
— ( no.man's wife or child. Thank Gov, +1 am 
(not as other men, adulterets, unjuſt, or even a 
„ bis liberune who ſlands before m.“. 
A THIRD is crafty and deſigning in his nature. 
a —View his whole lite, — tis nothing elſe but a cun- 
e- wing contexture of dark arts and unequitable ſubꝛer- 
et I ſuges, baſely 1 to defeat the true ingent of al: laws, plains; 
"es 
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dealing, and the ſafe ęnjoyment of our ſeven 
properties. — Vou ill. ſee ſuch a one working. outs 
trame of litile deſigns upon the ignorance and per. 
plexities of the poor and needy man j——ſhall raiſe 
a fortune * upon. the. inexperience. of youth, 
the unſufpecling temper of his friend, who would 
have truſted him with his life. When old ageicomes 
on, and repentance, calls him to look back upon thi 
black account, and ſlate it-oyer again with his Con- 
icience——Conſcience looks into the; Statutes at 
Large — finds perhaps no exprefs la broken by 
what he has done —pecceives NO penalty or fors 
feitute incurred ; — fees no ſcourge waving over 
his head,. —or priſon. opening its gate upon him. 
— What is there 10 aſtright his Conſcience? +» 


p j 


Coulcience 1 5 
1 


ſcience has got ately entrenched behind che fei. 
ter of ine law, ſiis there inyulnetable, foriufied wich 
cases and Feorts ſo ſtrangly on all ſides, — hat d, 
not preaching can diſpoſſeſa it of us hold. 1 40 
Axor nes ſhall want, even this refuge, ſhall 
ſcorus the doubtful workings of ſectet plus and cau- 
tious trains to bring about bs. purpoſe.— See ſhe 
bare faced villain, how he cheats, lies, peſjutess tobe, I. 
mucdels——Horcid : Hut indeed much beitet 
was not to be expected in this caſe The poor man Wi 
was in the dark His prięſt had got the keep* i 
ing of his Conſcience; and all he had; le him know: 
ot u, was, That he muſt believe in the. Nope; 
g9 0% mals ; —crols himſelf tell. his beads 125 
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ed Catholic 3" and chic this in i onſctenesg 
enough to carry hin to heaven... | Nation 85 
utes ? — Wh. he bad a mental reſeryan . 
it But if he is ſo wicked and' abandone 2 15 
teich as 50 repreſent him,. —if lie robs, ot mur-, 
„ vill not Counſcience, on every | ſack alt, ſegęive 
wound uſelf p- Aye— But the man bas carried 1 5 
yconfeflion, he wound digeſts there, 1206 will, 

well chdligh, ud iy e time be quite 
aled up by abſolation” n A 
0 Papery | What hiſt' thou tö finer * N 
hen; not content wich the too many natural and far. 
5 way "throught which the Heart is every day thus, 
acherous 'to-itfelf above all” thin „hol hat 
tully ſet open this wide gate of deceit befors the 
of this unwary' Trabeller, too "apt . 
pe, 60 86 altea) of hinnſelf, TE. ad e 
k peace to his ſoul, When there | is no peace. 


everal 
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WOuig 
-OMes 


1} 


u out ef life, are 165 notoridus to require much 


ons; and ſhall then venture to truſt the appeal with 
sen ed. Let him chfder in hnhO] dilferepi.. a, 
gree of dete ſtation numbers of wieked attions land 


tres he will ſoon fiad that ſuch of then as 


ag inclination” or cuſtom” hive prompled hun 0 Ny 
is mt, Are r dre out aud baiuced with. 
18 al 


1 
| 
f 
. 


Or this, the common inftatiees, \which L have 


dee; If any man. doubrs the ali ty, of them, Of. 
inks it impolſ.ble for mam to be buch a budble o 
elf. I mut refer him 4 moment Jo” his reiitce.. 4 


ere; though equally bad and vicious in "their | oa 5 5 
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Joining another principle with it, to aid, if not . 
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ache falle heawing,, which & ſolt and, a, flaveringiluwe 
bar can lg hen sud that the oihers, 10 which at 
5 fee no propenbry'. Appears at ce, naked aM 
ef Ps A with al che true £1reurollanges your 
Ange- 21 167 / nnd rt 
W ER , David corpſe Saul. Ice ping in dee: 
cave, 7205 cut off we, {k:cy of bis, robe, we read, bud 

heart ſmote him for What he had dane, BU in 
the walter of, LIciah,.. where. a fanhfpl and galant 
ſervant, whom he bi io have loved and honoued, if 
Gl to * =y way, far his luſt; where Consgience bal 76 
ſa much greater. teaſon to take the alarm —his, bean 
TONER, ere whole year bad almoſt pale 
from the; fi. coman(ſion, of that Kerr deere 


mot one gf the leaſt. { Are rompunttion of hean 
which, he teſlried, during all af ume, for wet 
bad done. ad Sn 07 10 l 116, wot; 0 * 1965 

Tavs Conſcience, ibis once able monitor, 
placed on high zy ajudge .ithin 1½-Nand inzended, 
by. gur Maker, 35 a juli and equitable, ane 100, ry 
an unhappy train of cauſes and, impediments, — ales 
ofign, ſuch imper fett cognizance of. x ha alles 
docs its office fo, negligemly meines ſo corrupt 
ly, that it is not ip be truſted aloue: and dee 
we and, there 15.2 neceſſiiy, an abſolute. neceſſuy, d 


vern, its deter mi nations. 97 

So chat if you would form a juſt judgment of 1 7 
eiae unporiance 10 ꝙ ou ne. 49. be miſled i in, 
2494182 name 175 
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mely, in what degree ot real wietit you dars, E Mil 
at honeſt man, an uſeful dien. LA fache 
tec 0 Var king, 67 l. 808d (Hh vant) C 
* GOD call RT fei and MOUHdTI 
— rv. Look. hat is written in the hw, 1 
GD PKI readeſt thou'P-LConfillt calm reaſon, 
lhe unchangeable obligations'sf juſtice anch truth 
n -Whar fay ihey? e 
LE Conſtjence Ser be dg Und upon theſe. 
piports Land then) iF % beet nden thie"nigt 
a Which: is "the cafe the 100 
a Al" de E T how 1 . tos 
0. the Nene Jr 1 8 M dale adh uh 
read 5 mein 8 6 05%" and Hale 1 debut an an- 
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eon 3 211 3 


hear 109 Gf that riguedus Teiitence, hich Thalt be 
hat bn bebe, hererfecr, upon "thee, by cha BJ Vd; 
-191-1Wefore hw thou art- finally to give an ze ol 
—— Om Ide JUNG 210 22 11 inc 19 201 
N tons, | 
nded, uk BYz 582 46the'man, indeed, then 2s (he Aus 


chor of the bott of Ecckeftafiieve expreſſes it; who 
td ι not ticked wich the tmude of” his Nas -A 
I Btfed is the man Whofe heard hach Hot Condetntl- 
oped him, ond d is not falle fröft Bis hope in the 


clog erg! Wheifet he be rich, Coltindes! he, or 


Y, whe kibt he be oor; he hve a {00d heart 

* gs ho beart thüs“ güicdech and Inflrined SHE (hall ät 
Fal times rejoice in a cheerfuf tountenance . His 

fh ründ treff tell bia mote than fever! watchigen 

that he” above upon a wwer on high.“ In iche 
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86 SERM ON XXVIE 
darkeft; doubts it ſhall conduct him faſer ihan a thin 
ſand Caſuilts, and give the ſtate he lives in a beef 
ſecutiiy for his behaviour, than all the clauſes au M 
reſi rich ions put; together, which the wiſdom of ti hο⁰ 
Legiſlature is ſorced do multiply. forced: I lay u 
chingsqtand; human laws being not à matter of ere 
ginab choice, but of pure neceſiiy, brought int 
fence againſt the miſchevious effects of thoie Com 
diences which are no law unto themſelves; 3 
intendiog . by the many proviſions made, Wat in ubje 
ſuch corrupt or: miſguided! coſes, where principle 2ndſiiſÞcite 
the, checks of Conſcience Will not make us upright 
io ſupply iheic force, and, (by? the terrors of 80 15 w 
and halters, oblige us to it. wk £19106 in m 
Jo bave the: ſrat of GO — our a and. 
in our mutual deabngso with» each! other, to- r | 
ious actions by, the eteruel meaſures» of right anlſÞcian 
wrong; be fight: of theſe wil comprebend deu 
duties of religion, he ſecond, thoſe of moraliij 
which are fo: inſe patabiy connefled rogenher, nt 
you cannot divide theſe two: Tables, even in img. 
| tion, (houghi che ttempt is often made in pm 
tice, When breaking and anvwkilly Ccroy 
them both. 31 iT 1 16 1 Hine RK s Offi 394 0 — 
{ 14841} che attempt e ee 
1 beie being go hing more er mmon thin 
ſee. a mah, Who nas no ſenſe at all of religion, 
and, indeed; has / , of hovelly,;as' 10 pretendi 
nue, tis 'would yd take it as the bittereſt es thi 
taculd you but hunt at agp ci of his mora-d ah. 


rr 1 ratief 


„ 


4 
7 
1 
15 
= * 
Fl 
ol 


we 
= 
_ 
= 
+» L 
77 
1 E 

* 


N E RMON XXVII. 87 
or imagine: he wee mot eonſtieniicd Kg 
00 — —ę— mite 2117 biet 
WARN. there is ſome appearance tho is ſo 
one is not willing even to ſuſpect he appears | 
teh ſo great a virtue as 'morab honefly';——yer, 
tre we 10 look into the grounds of it, in the pre ſent 
ae; I am perſuaded we ſhould find ene 10 
navy ſuch a man-the honour of his moli cee. 
Leer him declaim as pompouſly as he can on the 
ubjeft, it will be found, at laſt, to reſt upon no 
tetter foundation than Jules hir intereſiz bis pride, 
1 eaſe or ſome ſuchi litile and charigea ble pafhon, 
N 2 give us hut ſmall dependance 1 ae his actions 
in matters of great ſlreſs © 4 090000 419061 bus 
:Grve me leave io illuſtrate this by an-exarkple, 
oven IVO w2the banker I deal with or the phy fi. 
at an 1 uſually: cull in io bei neither of! them men ff 
d auch religo I hear them make ia jeſt of it every 
ralit i , and treat all us ſanctibrs with ſo much ſeoin 
r, end contempt, us to put the matter paſt dodbt. 
ima, Well —notwithſtanding this, I put my fomune into 
p che bands of mhe none, Land, what is dearer ſtill 
roy 0 me, 1 wufl amy life 10 the hone {kill of the other. 
ow, let me examine what is my reoſon for this 
1d ſai great confidence. Why win ate fut place, I 
han believe that there is no probability that eithet of 
„ben will employ: he power I put into their hands, 
tend to my difadvantage. bo conkder; has honeſiy 3 
aſtroniſ the purpoſes of this life I know their ſucceſs in 
abche dhe world * upon« the fairneſs of their! cha- 
rate 1 rafters 


« £8 SERMON XXVI, 
faflers ; that ihey hurt me, vr ithout hut 


ing themſeſves more. a ri 
Bor, pu it en Ak thay incerell 10 tent 
far once, on the other ſide ; that a caſe ſhovld ba 4 
pen, wherein the one, without lain io his 2 ne 
cbuld ſecret my fortune, and leave me naked in . 
world; or, that the other could. ſend me, out 0b I 
and enjoy an ellate by my, ae ee dilhonaupest 
0 him ſelf or his art ln this. caſe, what y ei 
Fine I of either of hem Religion, the: 99 8 „ <1 
of all motives, is out of [the queſtion,: Lmerell, < bn 
next moſ(' powerful motive in this warkd is Drongha 
gainſt'me.—[ have nothing left 1. call into dhe icaig 
10 balance this temptation, — mull lie at dhe 0 
cy of Honour—or, ſome, ſoch capticiou: Principle Th 
Strait ſecurity | far iwd of my belt aud. male 
valuable bl efings—my property and my life, . its 
As, there foße; . can have, no depende ace | upon of ++ 
moraiit * withoyt reli 870 1 ſo, en. — wk ane 
there is nothing, beuer to be expetled hom rcligin nel 
without morality nor can any man be ſuppoſed i 
diſcharge his duties to Goo, (whatever fair a p pear 
ances he may hang gut that he does ſa) if he da I 
not pay as conſcientious a regard tothe duties ul a 
he owes kis fellow Siure, > wn roms eiche 
Tuis is a point, capable, i 10 itſelf, of. Arif Jan | 
ſiration.—-Neverihgleſs, it is no rarity to {ce a mangiſit 
whoſe real woral. merit lands very low, who yet ene 
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8. R By 0 N XXVII. 9 
ut end 4 religious man- He ſhall nõt only be e Siva 
g, reven ful, implacable——but « even wanting 

us of Honeſty yet, be becauſe 2 4 > 

jt oft oh the age, on zealous 15 
ane pointy of rel stwiee a day to church; 
edgy Mee} e — BA amuſes bimſelk 
a few "inffrimental Fes "of. - religion ,—ſhall 
heat his conſeience ited a juclgment, that, for this, 
b a regie mti, and bas diſcharged. faithfully: 
b duty td G end you will Bol that ſuch a 
v, through force of this deluſion, generally looks. 
: ** 0 ride upon 5500 other man who. 
; bless ektarion © bee h, haps ie mes. 
te motal honeſty (pes, 5 5 * 5 
This iy likewiſe 2 fort Wer, the run and L 
lere there-ib o One tillsken principle, which, 
its time, has Wrot cgi more ſerious. miſchiefs. 
bre gerierat proof of ſchis, examine the hiſtory of 
jets ogy of church! —I<St&e—what ſcenes. of 
„ murders, rapines, k bloodſhed, have all been * 
Wl ty 7 religi on not. rie governed by a 


+ 4 8 


* 


— — po 
2 —— —— — = 4 2 
Dre , = . 
i ww tw > oy 
« 


— 
2 — — 
IE a» 4 


wh how many Wee of che world bas the cru 
ang ſword" of this "miſguided Saint-Errany ſpared - 
74d age, Or aerit, or ſex, or condition 5 And, 
he fought: under the banners of a religion, which 1 
mami him looſe from juſtice ant humane, ho 
 entelaſſoved none, —metcileſs © trampled upon both, 
fa d ud neither wwe cries of the unforcta(e, nor pitied 
| ir difliefſes. * a 
Vo L. VI. E Iz 
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3 the eme of paſt "centuries." ift this Ball 15 
ter, im pot ſoffeteh - cenfider, * this instant, 
how-the votaples Of chatte Hg ire ev day ih gt 
ing 10 do ſervice d hond 15691 by SAI Wl 
which! ate #Al{honodt zd feandil' to hm ſelvet. VN fr” 
Jobe convinced f this, gd With the, för 4 wad. Af 
wel inte the tiſons- a F tlie Thich, —Beton ft 


"Religion, with Nlercy and Jong chained down" Wh 
der her feet, there mg balily u pot. a ARTE tb. , 
wal; Prößped Up (with Ack 460 a6" ill rue n. off: ! 


xonment,— Falk WH A pickvus en 
See the melanchblywreich Whg“ Uttefed it, ff 
brouglit forty eo underge abe ago rs wöck tic, 
and endure-the amolł pains chat a Atidied Tyſteitt ehe 
religious erueley bas been able 60 int thi. — pod”! 
his | helple ſs vittim delivered dip to) bib torment 
s body fo waſted wich ferrew aha l. rip &h wil 
bnement, v fe Every e tot den ilele bs if}: 1 
Aufſers:—Obſervl the'taRt? modem e bf that” hofft Four 
engine. LM Fa cbrwülſiötts it hs {WG Hind iro en 
<———= Crider che narbte”of the böfure ih fich 
no lies Rrerched: WEA exquiliie töfittre Ke 
durcs by it It aH Natütre can bear. 2 
Good GL lee bote jr kec ph his weary feu huh 
ing uf on his” ' tiemblng” ly „ing t 16 ek | 
aue, bur net ſuffe fed to dt pere hott 
unhappy wretch led beck 40 his ceV'—Qrof . 
of it again 0 wert the flame A 8 i (he ibfühts 
Nane . * hi privebples! Dr} TY | 


— ̃ — —— 


that there can N ora ty, has pre- 


att pac a hum., 101825 1 50 to NnO¹ 5111 71 

. Nds ed woy$0,try. Ahe. mais of any diſputed 
. ten- ri 19, face down: abe. gonſcquences Ache 
N Fea KI produced, -and. compare Abe weich the 
t ot, Ghmltanuy, i; is, he ſhow ande gen 
ib: 50 rule, whichigur, Sava pv = hay left Sor cheſe, 
Loa d ben. be raden rand Js, Worth 3. cbouſapdias- 
"ei BY, their francs, def «ve ſhall ones 
nibit- 4 2810 1105 u Y 1 6 mind f „ 5 12 
1 of Mi: L998, Rel Morzuy u like Faſt. frignes 
2d. Nat, allies... _ me yet. be IS lal-waczanee, 
ys hout 19 10 e ene at; chern 

$7777 // e chis l anfr 

335 15 e 0 ig ther „ 
0 145 he. pretends, he; deceive. his\gwn neattiore 
and, I. fears; big oral y 38 wlll as. hig vt lig on 
6" vil F NURS % rio gw su of (bod att ——— 
„ ehe add no faither, tothe lengih of his: diſ- 
bee, big 6% en. cze Moe and acer. 


ro en pues, deductible from was has bees Laid au 
Hick 2, WA g MSN SNA ma; talks: laudly agaiuſi. re- 
Fe th won. , always luſpect tat ir f. nat, his ceaſon; bus lis 
r. eelhons, which have got the better of hi; ccd - 
u 0 % and e beligk are, diſagreehbte bd 
Kc face newghd outs; and, here they ſaparate, 
Feld- end upon u u, i 15 ber ma aer cauſe but mow | 
+500 jels lakes — 1} 12491; 


2d; 1, Wasx a a man 7 5 end jellsipe you, 
ty Many particular inſla ace. that tuch a thing goes a- 
E 2 gainſt 
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92 SERMON XXVII. 
gainſt his conſeience <a 5 e meꝛm 
exaily the ſame thing as when he tells you ſuch 
a thing goes agalfiſt his ſtomach, -a preſent want 6 
of appetite being generally the true cauſe of both, 00 
Ix a word :—truft that man in nothing, — bf]. + 
-bp5$8t à Ren ſocgee inc perf ned yoga) [MN Ti 
A p, in your own caſe, remember uns pu 

h has ruined thouſands i UU. 
your cenſcience is not a law n-, 


= That 


G on and Reaſon made the law, and has placedſW 
Confcience within you to determine—not like af: - 
Afeatic Cadi, according to, the ebbs and flows d 
his own paſſhons : but like a Britiſh judge, in muß 
and of hiberty, who makes nog new. Jaw bi ; 7: 


faithfully declaces that glorious law which he fiid 
alread y written, \ 
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a me ee ROY IDES L Fo pic}! or, 1wo ef} 
Her pay art WayS'of Pleafantneſs, and all her paths 
HH Hi DIIAW .WSl tee ah „adus? 

Err Pe eo che 

| | oi vbeoule 
HERE are two opinions which the incon- 
. ſiderate are apt to take upon truſt, — The firſt 
10 „I vicious lite is a life of liberty, pleaſnre, and 
BY. happy advantages. The ſecond i— —and which 


5 the converſe of the firſt, —thar a religious life is a 


N ſcrvile and moſt uncomifoitable ſtate. 
Wo Tas hrft breech whith the devil made upon hy. 
n man innocence, was by*the help of the firll of theſe 
„ IF laggeltions, when be told Eve, that by eating of the 
n tree of knowledge, ihe ſhould be as Gop ; that is, 
| he ſhculd reap ſome high and ſtrange felicity, from 
doing what was forbidden her. But I need not re- 
gra the ſucceſs, —Eve learned the difference be 
1 | EQ - tween 


AVZX OMA Te * 


% 
LF L 
14 
eli- 
#; , ” 
* . 
© 


3 4 * 
— r 1 
r ones Ct. 3 
" 4 4 . 


oY of MOLE, > — 
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time pr, other, con feſ hat our. counſellor; 15 been! 
- (as from the beginning) an, impoſtot,—and hat, in 


Os S ER/MON &XXVIIL-: 
tween. goed-andicvitibytber wan ſpreſſiong which ſhe 
g Þ0t before ;—butcotben ſhe, fatally, learned, at 
ny nc time, that the difference was only cite 
thy good is that which Cn only. give the mind plez- 
ſure and comfort, — and chat evil is that Which mult 
e be auended, ſooner Hr later, with thats 

an ſorrow, C1101 19% «£ | 500 
As che deceiver of el thus began bis ibm 
fr. out trace; — —ſo bas he carried it on, ever 
ance, by the very ſame argument-of deluſion 5———»; 
that is, by poſſeſſing mens minds, early with. great) 
expectations of the preſem incomes of ſin,— making. 
them. dteam of | wondrous: gratifications they. are in 
fel, in, followipg their appetites in a forbidden Way 
making them fancy that theit own grapes yield no 
fo delicious a taſte as their neighbour s, and that they 
Mall qnench their, thirſt. with more pleaſure at hits 
fountain, than AG, their OWNs.. This is ihe! opinion 
which, at firſt. tog -geherally prevails, —iill experience 
and proper ſeaſor d of ieflatlion m Ake um all, at one 


ſiead. of. fulfilling. the ſe hopes of gain and Grbctdehd 
in. what is forbidde na. —=that, on dhe comtrary, eve, 
7 ,unlawiul 60! wont leans: —_ to ne uy 
ness 4 JON 250 
IE ſecond nin ien, oy That "IP fe is 
rvile and uncomfortable ſtate,” has proved a no" 
k ls, fatal and ae el in the condatt of ty 
mos . 10 1131 mens al 
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e icerperience thi6aph life he foundation WHR 
ab uidtake u ariſing s veſty from“ chis- 1 
ennie urue happ „ines and freedom he ih 
len- Naas always follswing is On: Hetmedf, Tha 't6! 
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I. Which $1, Paul renders of himfelf, 15 \jullify 
that, Particular part of his condutt and procecdingul” 
his leaving ſo Alrangelyy and de ſerting big Jcwiſn 
rites. and cere mobies, to which he was 'ktiowh to 
have. been formerly ſo much atiached, and in defente 
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infinue mercy and love: to W ardt mankindh « by, PE 
could thick nothingitoo wuch 10 n in orde 
Whiv'embracing Clirilltanity $i70AY ache agu. a, 


and more unconqueeable a ee 10} & x Pike f 


ald (hingsbaqdofis->that is, leſs 4han aoghiogy for the, 


exteilendy of che knowledge of, IE S O44 157-. 
I #8v5polile, afigrithys: apology, farhumlelft—— 
eeds, in the-fecond verſa before the, ex, 10 gs 
a very different. repreſeptation of the, e w$. 
and -lenſual-principles;of; other, pete! ? odang | 10110 
Do Had ſet themſelves up as a exampl 7 
mem o walk by, againfiwhom ee 
For many waſk, ef whom 1 have wid you ofien,, 
and ew tell vou, even weeping, that.chey, 14 the, 
eneihièr 430: 1he creo Cn 15T,,maWhole, ene n 
deſtratbion whole god is their belly, an- 
glory is in their ſhame, who mind cartbly Ihings 
Sab 4 —teliſn chem, Waking them the, only 2 
Jett or aheir wifhes-Liaking aim at nothing beiter, 


and nothing higher. But e 115 e 


N Domke Me Chilli who have 


e 9 Wy ef 
and ee 


we 
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we are cominuatty* ndil O Were Gr be and. : 
affeetions are placed and: when—4be; dex» dayabhf 1 
our 5 91 7 ge ſhall" be eber chere hall weer 
whe | 
pon ared*for us For: eric Our gghvesr, 1 
look” ng 840 8 the-Loid! Jeſus Chill, whoit Hl 
all cfilhge'6ur'vile body; hat it may be faflugned..; 
life Ute bu 'glorivits body} acevedingritonthe in He | : 
ing Witteby- he is able 10 fübduie albithingsuato,; WE 
1055 Wee 0 bfervable; chat St Peterinepseſentsdheis I 
late of" Ohiiliaks,” upder ee 
oñ Le U 1 Ut eh e properihome 14 asm E 
he makes ufs 5f W dead bÞ cenizens! of hay 
x 7" firing argument för al pure gend cboly, lie- 
beſceeHinig them. aspilerims and; ſtrangets./kexe, 8 
men WhO fe intereffs and connettions arefuf ſorfibart a. 
date, HED ring nature io abllair from: 
gef ats hich ar . eee that 18g) un- 
finn for ite hetvenly cn /; and. give ſit a didfeliths 
to (HE enjoy tient: 6f hat pure and Apiriualiged ichs 
pine, of which that tegen wufk“ conſiſtuobhethis 
ers vis is ns wilet enter any ching tnat defijecby 
10 hat ſbever wWorke th. abofhination . Ehe 
tells 4s; that! withode hotindſs- — ſhag 
1 2 06% by which; n no donbt, he means Ahab na 
viii Uf eis 'che- oniy-medidm bft happine Hard 
letun i — gie us 
mifſiön ingby heaven. But fotze -f our dies 
r en RE eee 


0 1 . 5 nel elan 


St Habitation' wit tual cell i dar WM 
aon BH Heaven, from whende;! ſays-he,-we 1alfo.: 
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— without ſome previous fimilitade, wre upht | in the | 

kculiics of (be mind, correſponding, wich the nature galt 
ck che purelt of - beings, who is io be..the, objett d Mina 
CUT fruition herepf: er, chat. it is not morally only, Meat 
but pby ſically impeſlible for it to be bappy z and cour 
that an impute ard. polluted fowl, i ts not.oply ur orihy che 
of ſo pure a prelence 3 as the Tpirit 16 of Cod, bu Mioyn 
even inca able of erjq ing it, could it be admitted, Wing 
Axpo RH nat 10 80 along hypotheſis, as ſome MW ton! 
have done, of a ſinner's being admitted, into beaven, MW inm 
DA To 3 particular de ſcription of, his condition N cou. 
and behaviour there ;——we peed Kar pr phat that N you 
the lupretme good like any other geod, is of a relative ¶ ae 
nature, ard conſequently the, enjoyment of it mull WW inc: 
require ſome qualification in the faculty, as well as if +- 
che erjoyment of any other good does.;—there mult N ci 
be ſomething antecedent in the diſpoſu ion and zen- 
pet, which wil! render that good—a good to that ir- 
© dividual —othepwile, though (it is true) it may be 
poſſeſſed, —yet it fever can be er joy ed. 

Pa EACH to a v ;olyptucus Epicure, v ho a of 
no other happineſs 1 in this world, but,» hat ariſes from 
good eating-and drivking,——ſuch. a one, in the 

poſtle's language, whole god is his belly. z— preach 

him of che abſtractions of the ſou) —_—el of 11s 
a: ights, and biiſker,motion in the pure regions of im- 
menſity ;—repreſent to, him thai ſaints, and angels 
eat not,—but that ihe ſpirit of a man hves for ever 

upon wiſdom and holinefs, and heavenly: contempla- 

lions . the N effect vai be; that the fat 
glutton 


} 
£ 


wur gun world Nate a while ibn the K and 
afin a few minutes fall faſt aſleep.— No; if you would 
ly; euch his attention, and make him take in your diſ- 
and Wcourſe greedily, you muſt preach to him out of 
tiby Nhe Alcoran, alk of the raptures of ſenſual en- 
but joyments, and of the pleaſures of the perpetual fealt- 
ted, Wing which Mahomet has deſcribed ;—ikere you 
ome Wl touch upon a note which awakens and ſinks into the 
ven, inmoſt receſſes of his ſoul ;—without which, dif. 
Non N courſe as wiſely and abſtractedſy as you wil of heaver, 
that N your repreſentations of it, however glocioùs and ex- 
tire Naled, will paſs like the ſongs of melody over an ear 
mull meapable of diſcerning the diſtinction of ſounds, — 


| a MW We ſee, even in the common intercaucſes of 16 | 


mull WW cie y. ——how: tedious it is to be in the company of 
2 no 
en Waperſon whoſe humour is difagreeable to our own, 
tire though, perhaps, in all other reſpeRs, of the greateſt 
be worth and excellericy,—— How then can we ima« 
gine, that an ill diſpoſed fout, whoſe convetrſation 
never reached to heaven, but whoſe appetites and de- 


rom fires, io dhe laſl hour, have grovelled upon this un- 

he N ciean ſpot of earch ; — .) can we imagine it 
ach W ſhwld hereafter alle pleaſure 1 in Goo, or be able ty 
f-u1s 


mavetely pute, that he even putteih n) wut in hs 
Linn ndr are the heavens themſelves (as Job 


ſome degree of icreverence in the expreſſion, 
that it was not in the power of Ge to make a 


F's wicked 


alle joy or ſatis faction from his prelence, who is Ts. 


lays) clean ia his fight ?——The confideration 
of this has led ſome writers ſo far, as to ſay, with | 


* 


ne 8 FERM GN Ke 
wicked” — Happy, F the {out 'wal' ſeperated ed from MW inf! 
the body,” with Alf f its Vicious Habits and inchinztom WY cha! 
— j—=which thought,*a very able dwine WM -- 
in ourchurch bus "purſued To fat, 28 io declate m aha 
belief. that. bl, he hap] reſt übten in heaven an 
be fuppoſed' to be Act to 2 groſs and polluted gl 
Apicir, t would be fo far frem being happy im u, thin an 
it Woufd do penance there to alf eternity: -e 
which he meant, 1 would carry luch 2 petites along u. 
With, Ge whith there could b dn no ſuitable WM 
2587 A foffictent” caufe for conflantfibrinent = the 
t chofe that it found there would be ſo lilpropos pe 
tioned; that they d culd rather Vex and "upbraid”1 u, WW ter 
than fatisfy its wants. — Th, it 1s true is meie Ml de 
J eculatiof Land Vhat concelus us net 10 Nuo 3 gr 
Fr being erough for our purpoſe, that uch an txpen· - 
ment is nevet ikety to be trie. that we Hand y 
von different tems wilt G o v\=<—=char@ vic in 
lite as the foundation” of © all out happinels,——thu ar 
a&GovD has no pleaſtire | in wickedneſ6/enher fal a 
[my evi dwell with knn Han that! i we expeti i Tr: 
ont happine is to de in heaven, we mul hive Ge con- 
vetfationir heaven, whilftupon earth, - hakt i the te. il 
oem fad 1. ct of dur e ughis and medtiatio $ let every d 
hep ve ibke lend thai 5 way every acſion of uur hes 


condutted by that gr atmalk of te prixye of our high ei * 
op, . rgeting thoſe things whichare bel; ng He m 
his world, d. le ngeaging Gut thonghis at. d: Hettians fron BM A 
it, land hereby faturning the in t "the hens A, 
haf we lere cbt crccllcr. le cet de tapete 0 
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3 upon n | 
dir?— 


8 
or. 


Can chat heart ever become th 
ace and ey, th t burns hot 


tain evil "af (i 


14218 23 Wa 


ee, and ahnoſt pollutes the ground that is under 
per. »——Cau,we, reaſonably ſugpoſe, that head ſhall ever 
Hand WW wearor hecome the crown ot rightepufneſs and peace, 
ucts in which dwells nothing but craft and avarice; deceic, 
-tha W 29d fraud, and treachery, —which is always plod- 
Hall WF fing upon worldly defign*—racked whh ambien, — 
xpeti r under with diſcoro > ver deli gh 1 ag n miſchief] 


cot» WF 40 others, and unjuſt adyantages 10 itfelt ?—»Shall | 


% 


fre. WF thay. tongue, which, is the glory; of a man when righily 
very I duefted—be ever let to 3 heavenly, praifes 
es be W end warble, forth the harmonies of the bleſſed, has. e 
„0 now full of cutlipg and bitiecneſs, backbying and 
e ing lende r, undet which is ungodlinels, and vanty, and 
„te ag f n 
be Cax it enter into our hearts even to hope, tha 
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doc hands can even receive the reward of righicout... 
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neſs that are full of hlocd, laden with the wages & 

- wiquity, of thef?, rapine, violence, extortion, or other 

. unlawful gain ? or that ihoſe feet ſhall ever be beau. 
uſul upen the mountains of light and joy, that weie 
never ſhod for the preparzticn of the goſpel--that have 
run quite, out of the, way of GOd's wor,——and 
made halle only to do evil ?—No, ſurely;,——In 


: 


this ſenſe, — he that is ur juſi, let him be unjuſt fill, 
and he which is fihby, let him be filthy ſtill. 
So inconſiſtent is the whole body of fin with the 
glories, of ibe celeſtial body that ſhall be revealed 
hereaſter,—tbat, in propcrtion as we lix the repre. 
Fentaticn of theſe glories upon our minds, and in the 
more numerous pariiculars we do it,—the ſtrorget 
the nece ſſuuy as well as pe rſuaſion to deny ourſelves 
all ungodlineſs and world!y luſts, — to live ſoberiy, 
rightcoully, ard gedly in this preſent world, as the 


in ihe Revelation: vf thoſe who do bis commard- 
ments, and have a right io the tree of life, and ſhall 
enter into the gates of che city of the living Goo, ihe 
heavenly Jeruſalem, and ig an inumerable com pꝰry 
of angeli—to the general aſſembly and church ot its 
firſt born, that are writ:&@' in heaven, and to Goo 
the judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfett—who have waſhed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb, 

May Gov give us grace to live uncer + per. 
petualipfluence of this expeQation,— that by 


the habitual impreſſion of theſe glories upon our im- 
RE | ginations 


on'y way to entule us to that ble ſſedneſs ſpoken ef 
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ci pi-ations, and the Frequent ſending. forth © our 
other thoughts, and employing them on 'the other" world, 
bezu. Ml we may diſentangle them from this. end by. 110% 
weſe having « our conveiſation.it in heaven whit we'are here, 
hare I we may be thought fir inhabi' tants fer it hereafter : 2 
and that when G p, at the laſt dav, ſhalf come with 
In thouſands and ten ikoufands dt hi s\ ſaints,” to Judge 
Nil, WY the world, we may enter with them into bappmels, 

ard with angels and archangels, and all che company 
| the of heaven, we way praiſe and magyify his fI6rious 
calcd hame, and er 110 his prefence for . Ane. 3 
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Desen pus of the: World, 


String? en het 42 22075 A frat be rd 


5 ei manner of perſons ought ye to betn all holy 
| converſation and godhnefs Þ\ looking and kaften- 
5 ny J unto the coming of God. IS. 


7 HE bibjett upon which If Wend is Alcoa ;ng 
1 in this chapter, is the_certainty., of,, Chriſt's 
coming to judge the warld and the: wards. of . the 
text ate the moral application, he draws, from the re- 
preſentation he gives of it, in which, in. anſwer 


to the cavils of dhe ſcoſfers in che lauer days, . 


cerning the delay of his coming. be tells the:n, that 
, Gow not ſlack concerning his promiſes, a8 Tn 


men count{lacknels,'but is long-ſuffering to us: ward: 
that the day of he Lord with com: as 2 th ef in ſle 


night, which the heavens. fſhatl pals. away with a 


great noiſe, ond the elements ſhall melt with fervent 
twat ;——the earth atlso, and the works. that are 
theretn og be burnt 4%. dceing hen, ſay s he, 
"wi ora things mel be dillolved, what manner of 


Pl 0 v$ 


— 


ſulpekled; or, Wuhout, running no thai old declama- 
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per ons ought e 40 be-in;al boly-convgrfation and 
godlineſs ? Ine inference is unavoidable, at leaſt 
in theory, howevet it failgin prafitice; Ho widely 
theſe two differ, I intend to make the ſubjeR of this 
diſcourſeʒ and t huugh it &.4 melancholy -. a0 riſon 
10 confider, « what manner of perſons we feally- 
are,” with ** what manner of perſons we ou, ht 10 
be ;” vet, as the knowledge of the one is at leaſt one 
lep towards improvement in the other. che parallel 
will not be thewght 10 Want itt afe. ©. 1 

Civ ems leave, therefore, 1 in be felt pla 


«> FX OT 


recal io your obſervations, what, kind of be 2 
ve live in, and what manner of per fons » we really 3 are. 

SECONDLY, Andi in, oppolilias u 40 his, F ſhall 
make uſe of the apoſtle* $ argument; and, row £ — 
iepcele tation df the Chrithan ecligion, MP the ob 

alis it la vs upon un, ow, Chat manner of 

ſons we 01H t be ir ali hay convetfation and a2 
linefs, look for, wid re Ph. Wo ihe om 
of the- Jay ot G68 BEE $94 910 

Whoever i heb ae a wall. 1 
fear, be able to difcern- hu very fam macks of”! this : 
Tthacattery either upon th&t60ks or attions' of its id- 
babitants. Of all che ends atid pur ſuiis we are look- 
ing for, and haſſetiing undo! this would be the + leaf 


1075 cant upon thexickednels 'of the age, N mA 
lay, within the bounds of truth, that there is as Jutte 
jullueuce frhim ins principle Which ike zollte Hays 
etz on, ad as lite lcule of rehgr]n; as habla 

2 . 
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ſhare of vittue (atleaſt as little of che appearance cf, on a 
1) 2s can be ſuppeſed to exilt at all, in a country ces 
here ii is countenanced by the fiate, The degere. Noeſtic 
racy of the times has been the com non complaint of 
wany ages: how much we exceed our forefi. 
thets in 'this; is known alone to bat Gov wh 
trieth the heart. But this we may be allowed 10 g it 
urge in their favour, —thev fl ndied at leaſt to pie. Net! 
ſerve the eppearance of virtue, Public vice way cten 
Vranded with public infamy, and obliged” to hide is Nou e 
head in privacy and retirement. The ſervice of N poli 
oo was regularly. attended. and re! gion Not ex- dkne 
poſed to the reproaches of the ſcor ner. | — 
How the caſe ſlands withius at preſent, in back of 
theſe particulare, it is grie vous to report, — and per- 
haps unacceptable 10 religion herſelf 5 yet, as this 15 
a ſeaſon wherein it is fit we ſhould be told of our 
faules, et us for a moment 1imparitally conſider the 
articles of this charge. DW 
And, fift, cor cerning the great article af reli 
gion, ard the inflovecss it has at prefent vpon the HV, 
and behaviour of the preſent times: concerning 
which I have faid, that, ite are to rTult appearans 
ces, there is as lane as can well be een to exit 
at all in a Chiiitian cour try. £4 
Here 1 ſhall ſpare exclamations, EY av. iding 
all Som mon-p) ace railing upon the ſub jet, conhne 
myfelf to fatts, —-<ſuch as every one who leoks 
out into the world, and makes any obſetvations at 
a], will vouch fr pats 


: Tam - ted wo — — — 
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Now, 
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Now, whatever are the degrees of real reli- 
on among lt us, hatt ver the / are, the appear- 
nces are ſtrong againſt the charitable fide of th / 
neſtion i eee e ee 
ls religion, is any where to be found, one would 

ink it would be amongli thoſe, of the bigber rank, 


ect, 
ntty 
ce. 
t of 
e fa · 


who life, whofe education, and oppotiunities of ko. 
d % g its great importance, ſhould have brought them 
pie. Nret 10 its intereſt, and rendered them. as firm in ib 


way Neſence of it, as eminent in its example. But, if ö 
e its Nou examine the fact, you will almolt find it a teſt of 
e of N politer education, and a mark of more ſhining parts, 
ex- know nothing, and indeed care nothing at all about 
;—or, if the ſubjeQ happens io engage the atten» 
on of a few of the mare ſprighily wits, that it ſerves 
o ther purpoſe, but that ot being made merry. 
us 13 , and of being reſerved as a ſanding jeſt to enli- 
our Den diſcoure, when converſation  {tckeny upon their 
- the Winds, * Lets. 11 WT fs 
Tunis is too fore an evil, not to be obſerved 
mongſt perſons of all ages, in what is called higher 
ſe: and ſo early does the contempt of this great 
oncern begin to ſhow it ſelf— that it is no uncom- 
on thing io hear perſons diſputing againſt religion, 
rd railing cavils againſt the Bible, at an age when 
me of them would be hard ſet to read a chapter in 


h of 
per 


rel. 
ves 
ning 
Tan- 
exit 


ding . — And I may add, of thoſe whoſe flock in 
fine Nrovledge is ſomewhat larger ; that, for the moſt 


a0ks 
$ at 


gart, it has ſcarce any other foundation to reſt, On, 
ut the ſinking credit of traditional and ſecond-hand 
_ objec» 
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objethons againſt reyelafion, which, had they leify 
10 read, thay Wauld find anſwerec .and-confurd | 
a thouſand times vr. — But this, by the Way. 
le we take a view of the public worſhip of Al 
mighty, God, and abferye in what manner; it is te. 
verenced-by-perfons in this;.rank of life, whoſe duiy 
It 15-to ſet, an example 10 the poor and ignorant, we 
ſhall find coneurring evidence upon this me lancho 2 
argument—of a general Want of alt guiward demo- 
ſiraion of a ſenſe of our duty; cowards Gov, as if + 
religion was.a.buſgels bi only to, employ. trade lm 
audi anechanics4wrand. the, falvation, of our fouls, ; 
concernutterly.below the confide ration of a. perſon of 
figure and Gan ſequence. . etl SJ « by 1 5 2 h 
-1Þ-s4a £4 day nothing, at pre Nb of the” lower Det 
rapks ef mankine- Though, they have not yet got 1 


— — 


into the fuſhion of laughing at religion,” and krealich 
ic wii ſcorn and conteimpt, and, I be eve, are 100 
ſerious a ſet of creatures ever to come into 11:1 
we are not to imagine, but that the come mpt it is hel 
in by thoſe whole, examples they, pre, too apt to ini 
tate, will; in lime, uterly ſhake their print ples, and 
render them, if, not as, Prgfane,, at leail, as corrupt Þ 
che ir betters.———» When ahis event happens ——ail 
we begin 10 feel ihe clietts of it in, our dealings wit 
them, —thole_wha have dane ghe. mifchief will fin 
the neceſſuy, at lad, of turning religigus in their gwi 
delance; aud, for wan of a, better, principle, tc fet 

en exemple of piety aud good morals, for their ol 
. ijergit and gonvenience. : 

5 by V 
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js oi ay q ee ho wy s eee 41 
Ann gebe date. ;that „ 
1 who heard how loudly*®we'all: ©4/kyd(in/bebaif - 
Fricwue'a au moral honeſty, arid2hbw Hhamimous/we 1 
tre all i ip "our cty againſt vieiqus charafiers of al 
ominatigus,* Wald: be apt haſtily to-conclude,, - 

be whole” World was in an uproar about i- 
” Safer was ſo general a beer and dende. 
of of vice "artibnj us, hat markindt were ahh aſſb-. 
ning togetHer'ts Hunt it out of che world;/and give 
% quarter.— This I on, would be amarorg! 
ochonon for all) one who only tröſled his ears 


46 phn | is lub jekt. Buig as matter of fat is ao ed 
4 40 er ' evidet nee an ' Heatlay el us ſee, in thei 


reſent, tow che one dale l Lenne by che 
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Reil ebenen we Iphone guiſelves i in 


703M 1 155 Silk vice, l believe nb one ighos- 


bl rant, "that th beception it'>Alally: mekts Ui is very 
Ad Vene the eondutt anck be HaviGur of the world 
: ls e their language; nd; att We Hebt 40 
777 con ira What we fee; in 10 ledde Rae om 
vl io aue ht {erife we are td a; at, sft 
ln oo, I deſeech 00, smobglt ihofe whoſe 
601 bgher flations are made a ſheliec for the iberues 


ey take, you will fee that no maus Charatier'is 
* U jwfamous, nor auy Woman's ſo abandoned, as net 
- | uw 
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to be viſited and 2dminted freely into all compu videnc 
and if the party, can pay for it. even publicly ier da 
contieg, careſſed, and flattered. f iis Milt Non, b. 
cverthiow the credit of out virtue, take h 
view of the general. decay of it, from 4he faſhioglifſd, he 
exceſſes of ihe age in fabour of -which, Me, n 
ſeems to be formed ſo ſtrong à party, that à miß N al 
ſobrieiy, | temperance, and Tegnlaniiy,) ſcarce knd bot 
how to accommodate himſelf to ihe ſoeiety he 
in. and is oft as much at a lofs low and whe 
to diſpoſe of himſelf;— — and, unleſs yon ſupy 
a mixture of canſtancy in his temper; it is great of 
but ſuch a one would be ridiculed and laughed 
of his {cruples and his virtue at the ſame time. 
To ſay nothing of occaſional rioting, 'ichamberin 
and wantonneſs, —conſidet how,many public make 


ei 

are eſtabliſned, merely for the ſole af virtue, e hal 
the manner of going, too ſadly; indicates the ines qifc 
tion and the diſgii ſe each is under, not only g 
power ſafely to drive on che bargain but too of 
tempts to carry ĩt into execution too - ee 
Tuis ſinning under diſguiſe, l on, ſeen" 
n ſome appearance of a ſectei homage. 10 vii"! 
and decorum, and might be ackao.wleiged as u 
was it not the oy public inſtance the world ſeen bay 
to give of it, —In other caſes, 3 juſt ſenſe of ſhandiff*» 
ſeems a matter of ſo litile concern, that, inſtead al y | 
any regulari:y of behaviour, you ſee thouſands whiff" 
are tired with the very form of it, and who at leni 
have even threwn the muſk cf it aſide, as a uſeleh 


piece 


- 


SE I 126 
of incumbrance. —This, I beli eve, will need 
dence it is too evidently ſeen in the. open 

es taken every day, i in de flance (not to fay of 
ion, but) of decency and'cemmon' zvod manners; 
pthat it is no uncommon thing to teheld vices, | 
„ heretufore, were committed aby in dark 
ers, now epenly ſhow their face in broad . 
muß all- limes wich ſuch an air of triumph, as if the 
kn hovght he was doing himſelf honour, ——or,, 
i ought the: deluding an unhapp creature, 

e keeping her in a flate of gui, w ht as neceſ- 
f piece of grandeut as the keeping an equipage, 5 
rat rend did him as much credit as ay other 11 4 

Wee of bis fortune. : 

ve paſs on from the vices to 1he'indecorums of ' 
ee, (which, is à ſofter name for vices} you wil 1 . 
markeWe {ce any: thing, in What is Called Ii, gher life, | 
ede bet beſpeals 2 general relaxation bf 0 order 
inen dilcipline, in which our opinions, as Well as . 
letz, ſec m to be ſet looſe from all relfraints,— 
0 ost ruth, from: all':ſerious' reflections too 3 
one may ventute to ſay, that gaming and extra.” 
em re, io the utter rum of the greateſt eſtates, — 
- diſhpated with diverſions, ànd' heads gd, 
a peipetual rotation of chem, are the mol] gene- 
haracters 40 be met with: pd though one would 
tl, that, at leaſt; the more ſolemn ſeaſons of the _ 
ead d kr apart for dhe conteinplatio of Chriſt's " i 
ugs, ſliculd give ſeme check and interruption” -ot6 
«a | 3 what appratance is there ever an: engl, me 
uſele ß BIT) us, 
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222 SERMON XXX. 

us, that it is ſo 7 W e does. 

in the courſe of things rr not the d FR oh Fo 
1 Aificatjon.jgſulred, by, the Game Juxury, of  enten Vl 
menis at gut tables I. nat the ſame order g r 
verſions perpetually. reiurnin and ſcarce. any 
ae thought of . Oges not, lame, levity, ind 
as well as. diſcourſe, .ſhow. zuſelf in perſons, of) 
ages 7 fay, of all age: for, it is no ſmall ag 
vation of the corruption of, our mqrals, that age, wj wh 
dy its authority was once able o frown age 
ſobriety and better manaers, atid keep them; y 
bound, ſeems but ioo ofien 10 lead the way, 
10 their unſeaſonable example, give a Frneng 
ang and weakneſs, which, youth,is but Al FF 
run into, without ſuch a recommendation. 
ages which is but one remove from, deat 
rs {have nothing about it, but what looks like a. 1 
preparation for ii. In — times, it was the gde 
- een 4th hairs them(clves ſcarge ever app 
but in Ihe high mode and launting; garb, of 1 
wich heads. [full of pleabe, and; clothes. f 
cuſouſſy, and az much in Ihe Gkion,, dae polls 
ho wears them, is. uſually grown it of it.— 
Which arücle, give me leave. ig ma e a hof f fo 
tion Which is this —1 hat whenever the g 
en. the . . yaungeſt in the — j 
there is no, realun to be given far 2h: bur tha 
equal, them, if, not pal them, - in, the, vaſt 
hair dehires., aq. of) 4 o 520991. iu 
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* og this, by ie b el zi 21 161 n 
Oy GH, in tuch, the obfervation' Falk in with 


nk is flatter ” our” folhes,” or touch them "with a 
he Hand, bat "phinly to point ther our; Athat, by 
tafling to yr mind, 25 manner ot; perlon; we 
ly ate, 1 might better lead y to the apoſtle $ 


x fſereice, of What” manner of perſons ye ought to 


„ in all holy e6hiVerſation and Socline d ;—looking 
and Nr unto, the comitig] of the "uf of 
0D, A 1b E. nern 131150 . V 


Taz A Soft! in che wötclonlg Rewer 01 is ar- 


algen —tbat they be found of him in peace, 
thou ſpot” and blameleſs; Land one may conclude 
fh bim, iht if "ihe" hopes or fear, either the 
Flop or the © ;aflioris of men, are 10 be wrought 


| hon at all, it muſt be from the' force and i flüence 
Wi (his awakening 'confideration in the text That 


Fall theſe thing Shall 'be diiolved , bat ibis 
Jain ad p. ele ſcene muſt change — 

who 1 now tread the age, muſt ſhortly" de fummoned 
way ; chat we are cteatures but of à day, 


0 more that Whilſt we are here, our condutt 
kd Nee rad 18 minuiely obſerved; "that there is 
e about bur paths, and about our beds, whoſe 


aithful record of all the paſſages of our lives; 
that theſe volumes {ail be produced and, * 
"ed, 


pt echten of this diſcbüfte, chich ie not 


went, ebe hey wio Took? for ſuch things, 


N eng unte the place from Hence we ſhall reiurn 


imbitcient eye Ipies out all our ways, and le a 
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124 8 ER NO N "ns 
ed, and men hat be judged ent the thirgs 
bre rinen in them: ile; wtkout ref} fett e 0 
ſons, we ſhalt be made acteühide tir G0 ihc 15 
bur words and defons, 0 is prefteft © nd be 
Ecings, beſi re G bafe- judz melt al” wie muſt rh 
—IJppear, md iecéive the Ty Cone? in "the" WE þ 
ether hey ate geed, or der! . 15 kad. 
T nar; ti add 187 chte 1Err 185 $ d 
the LORD will come upon us like a N. t 
nipht—of that hour no one knoweth; that 
ve are noi ſure of 11s. being ſuſpended oe day, 
ene hour ;—or, what is the ſame caſe—that we a 
landing upon the edge of a precipice, with noihir 
but the ſingle thread of human life to hold us up 
and tha! if we fall unprepared in this though 
lefs ſlate, we sie loſt, and wull periſh for everma 
W HAT name 5 perfors ve ought to be, upd 
theſe principles uf cur relig? on, St Peter has told us 
in all holy cor ver latiquy: ng. godlivels ; ald! 
fl:all ci) icmind, bo Ciferent a freme of nuud, 
tte locking for, and leni unto, the coming d 
Gov, under ſach a lifef is, trom that of ſpending out 
days in venity, ad cur. Fears in pleaſure. 
Civ me leave, therefore, to conclude in tha 
meiciſul warning which cur SAVIOUR, the Judge 


bimlelf, hath given us, at the cloſe of the ſame a. 
e — 


Tart heed to yourſelves, left at any time yeut 
he aris be c vercharges: with lurſeiting, and drunken- 
uch, 3 10 the. carcs of ny life.—and ſo kat wy 
| | ce 
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SERMON XXX. 125 
tome upon you unawares 3 for as. a ſaare_ ſhall ic 
come upon all that dwell on the face of the whole 
enth. Watch, there fore, and pray. always, that 
ye may. be accounted worthy to eſcape all theſe 
things that ſhall come to paſt, and to ſtand before 
be don of man. Which may God of his mercy 
grant, through Jesus CnAIsT. Amen. 
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and hen Peter ſaw t, "he anſwered unto the feof, 
ehe anen of Israel, z why marvel ye at this? or, 
„ zoly look Ne so earneſtly. on Us, as, th, ough by Cur 
own. forwer or holineſs, we had made tis Tan b 


F 
ey ann If? .— 51081 ? 22 


HESE, words, Us . text tells us, were ir by 
T5 700 Peter, on, the occaſion of his f Miracuiouy 
Cure © ie lame man who was laid at che gate of the 
temple, and, in the beginning of this ons had 
alked an alms of Se Peter and St Joho, as they wen 
up N. pe at the hour, of Pe er: on whom $ 


„nt 


as, he het? "the TR of that dine power * 
he, Bad received from bis Maller, be would i impaitio 
Fim, —he commands him forthwith, in the *. 
vi, Jesus CURIST of Nazareth, to tife vp aid 

| Walk 


SERMON XXXL 12% 
mik, And he look him by the hand, and lifted 
him up, and immediately fis feet and ancſe· bones re- 
rived ſtreng h.; and he legped up, flood, and 
walked, and entered wich them into che iemple, 


leaping and praiſing GO p. | 


Ir ſeems he had been born lame, had paſſed a 


while life of defpair, without hopes of ever being 
Nelored: fo that the inmediate ſenſe of ſtrength 
nd activity, communicated to him at once, in lo ſur- 
piling and unſought for a manner, caſt him into the 
uanſport of mind natural to a man ſo beneſired be: 


4 , | | 4 - 4 0 ' o { ; 
2 ond his expectation. So that the amazing inſtanes 


5 f a ſupernatural pow2r,—the notoriety of the fatt, 
by {Wrought at the hour of prayer, —the unexcepiiona- 
denels of the object, that it was no impoſtuce; for 


an to FFC 
ey knew that it was he which lat for alins at the 
Beautiful gate of the temple, the unfeigned ex- 


le Peſtons of an enraptured heart almolt beſide irfel?, 


cg onfirming the whole ;—the man that was healed, i 
of the he 10h verſe, holding his benefators, Perer ah! 
went 
om 8 


Ol 


ourſe of people, drawn together by this event, in 


prch that was called Solo non's, greatly wondering - x 
Sure never was ſuch a fair opportunity for an 

lier bitious mind to have eſlabliſhed a character of ſu- 

pait'n rior poadneſs and power, To a man ſet uo 

ai bis world, who fought his own praiſe and honour, 

b il dat an invitation would it have been, to have turn. 
k 


G 2 ed 


and leaping, and praiſing GOD; he great! con- 


nd dt. be 11th verſe, for they all can unto. them, irto ib 
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128 SERMON XXXI. 


<d theſe, cixcumſlances to ſuch, a, purpoſe ?-—t0 
have fallen in with, the paſſions of an aſtoniſhed and 
grateful city, pre-polleſſed, From what had happened, 
ſo firongly. in his favour already, that little art or ma. 
nagement was requiſite to have improved their won. 
der and good opinion into the higheſt. reverence of hy 
ſanity, awe of his, pecſon, or whatever other be. 
lief ſhould be neceſſary to feed his pride, or ſerye ſe- 
cret ends of glory and intereſt, ?-—A mind not ſuſ- 
ficiently, mortified to, the world, might have been 
iempied here to have taken the honour due to Gop, 
and transferred jt to bimmſelf, —He might- not ſy 
a. diſciple of, Chrilt; for, when, Peter "Sk ii. 
when he {aw the propenſity in them ta be miſled os 
this gccaſion, he anlwered and ſaid unto the people, 
in the words of the text. Ye men of [ſrael, 
* why maryel ye at this? or why lock you ſo earnelll 
% on; us, a3 though, by our own power and holineh, 
$% we bad made this man to walk? The Gow of 
Abraham, and of Llaac, and of Jacob, the Gop of 
our fathers, hath glorified his fon Iæsus. 

O noLy, and bleſſed apoltle ? _ 

How would thy meck and mortified ſpirit Catisfy 
ſelf in uttering ſo humble and fo juſt a declaration? 
——What an honeſt triumph wouldfi thou taſte the 


ſweets of, in thus conquering thy paſſion of vin 


glory, keeping down thy pride, — 


diſclaiming the 


praiſes which ſhould have fed it, by telling the woy- 
Gering ſpektators. It was not * own PO, it wah 
10 
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; (by Hen fibliti 
95 of | 11 and ip Hrcitics ; bin hath Wd! 


„Which Had werdfiight thx, th 


epd hs HET bf Abraham; the Hölineg 8g. 
hy dear Hat, on they crncthed; operating b 
faith Abr lg h ITT who was But an iInftrint{ent we hs" 
binds ? 1+ chiis welt dectining Honour; Wine dre 
e nfo ainply' invited these 130 ke z Ak e 
would Ave more! ſatisfaction to a mind like thine; 
than the tlie ft praiſes of a Milla ken ap ite 12.103 
what true capture would ve addech oh 3 rb thch 
telle Htion, "that, "ini this: ipflance of (elf. denial? ttt 
hadſt not "only done well, bai, här Wasa REA" 
endearing rein cht, that thi badi been dle 45 chpe 
the ecample of "thy deine Mraſtez deo irt fe tion 
of his lite, ſotighi Ever his bon pre; Pur od ie 
nary; eee all pölſtoſe 5 delbftbhe f U BL: Ag 
1d in the only: ble inftance* of honour! mch Be 
keted d be gen Him in his onteance ies. I trug. 
Km—ihanl di remembe t —it wy actepred With 
Fuch* KHE of. lymility, that the p brech ele of 
te prophet ws dot ofe cat y olf ea ili we. 
ſannas of the 1 multttade; ian“ ift the tikeknets' where - 
= he received'them, df; » 4" fifting' upon an 
Flo eontd ir alfeif bau Eprotiting by thi: 
Aale of G6 Mrmble a NAN Roe Whole conri2 
"vWFlife' 148.4 pactica ar lekkote {6 "this vitide; Auth, 
"hn every Tak of „ lhowed 7 Hat ny, he e e 
to ſha te 4he'Pr c 4s aid 215488 e lite, of” ant? 


Arta, Exe" 160 of ambitions PSA 85 * \ 
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190 SERMO NI XX XE. 
— arr oe p, he nigut reden 
1 N engrolling, bald hre dome o_—_ 
all che tiches of ihe world; and, by ichen 
——— and dignity of his /perfon, had hai 
greater than Solomon in: alli his glory and have 10 
35aQted-the applauſe and admiratiqn of che world? 
This, eueey. diſciple knew was in hiã l poer. 80 
that the meanneſs of his birth, the tails and povery 
__ of his life zhe low rfufſices in which he tas engageg les, 
ao AER, ge goſpe li to the! poor, dhe numbetſef 
| | s and:intonventences? attending the! execution; 
wes voluntary, —-—<Thrs: humble choice; both of 
friends and family, out of the meanefl of the- people) 
amongit whom: he appeared rather as a cu. bs ce 
a maſſen coming. not (as he often tid chem) to by HY 
miniltered unto, but o Miniſter, and, ab. the 
prophet bad: fo etold inthat mournful deſcripiion of 
him, hauing ad form tot comelineſa, nor __ beruf 
that eẽj ſhould de ſire him. —— 81 1340019 23 
Hoy could 2 diſciple, you will day, relleA with: 
out benefit on this amiable character; wich all the! 
orher tender pathetic | proofs of humility, bwhich! his 
memory would: ſuggeſt had happened ofia piece with? 
it in the com ſe of his Maſter's life hui parycularly: 
at ahe concluſion andi great cataſtrophe ob t 
his erutiſixion, ihe ĩimpreſſions of which could never! 
be: forgatten'?++—+ Wben a life full! of ſo taupe 
engagulg inllances of humility, was crowiied with the“ 
wa gearing one of humbling himſelf 10 che desc 5 


vi 
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death uf af ſtuvr and a dle HaHlr A- 
Te den tobe led like es lam to he fläugh- 
ec dqnggtil 1, Calybtywalkodo oppokicion br 
n andzeas :x! ſnr ep i beſbre baus ſnearer (is 
Wee nls asd 151821 
0 3B ES SD HAS US bs wetic might] diſciples of 
thine learn ob Daterigcbe meek dd f earl, 

athouretbarithit them all fol rhei walt mee an 
ey well 2þarghd Ahe profiry hen“ uch a 
bn was: leconded;;byi ſuch eee ee tis 
7940 he doubted hat force nis uff he had 
he atttons-afcirhoſe; who we Fe- atteud uns wnd cuntiany 


op” plowers-df iouf> Samuel N eee the 
than een ne ſa ofohis wnperan ave ugαν,ỹνdes ot his lite, 
to be ad o1h6ccamiading proof 56f:cim a’ hνuE˙h.¹e⁴ h 


bugh, hebwas able 10 call doing of gl 
s reſcuę, or by. achngle act of output bed tochre 
lellcoye his eme fey; vec ſuppreſſed is abu 
oel, —neither reſented ori 1cvrlyjed!thetindignte: 
1 done)-h, but pattemly ſullored hiarſeit du be 
ahtced:; with the srarn gh. no 3: And lu 
Ir. could , vt. well cbe fate r wit; ban thasevecy. 
witneſs of have Deng MIA: 
abe degree, a8 che apottie ghd lexithe Ah be 
un which alfqcuf in Camlib qr fast No- with 
(he 4}; pied hawwnioectiot he; hows, ofs e. £1 on 
ious} ihdbdupreſei traufdeHD Hane di 
che unpreilinuthe recetycdiun that memorable: aut: 12 
wm mn his Lurdls death, hint ib Cher from: 

vi the 
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knowing the amhOr unt nec ffarly he ftom God, 


etnfure Himfeltis wich; ſuch” dhaffetbied modal, 


SERMON RERE | 
the aſfegling remembrance of the mvgy © inftenceichily: 
muſter had given of this engaging virteedn ihe ehrt 
of th#{Iifey 424 s 16 vVitlicad dci mon Niem 3110115 
Sr. Peter certainly was Afawarm and deute 
nature, as we msy collect from the ſacrect wrinmyzwy No 
— temper” fitteſt to receive all dhe sdvamtages Nba, 
Which ſuch impreſſions eculd give t an therefore. N i 
ik is Yay and place faered to this gvedt #poftle;"ie ves 
may tiot bx uEEceptäble gf Fengapeithe reminder Nic 
of your time, ih n fort- eIſay ufton- his charter ſock 
pteneifaliy® ate ues 4001 Dattieuldt diſpoſu ion vor 
of Hearrointlich' the ſubjedt of the! fcoUHHe. de 
THS ret apbflle Was à man df it HHO 
aon the difeqkes; and a a8 n of firh virtues N and 
Sd ptHiRcanond, es ſeemed id have rechmtmendel don 
hit more than he advantage of his yd or knows I] vhi 
eds 11 194 19981 bas Bio aid t not rizhde Mobli 


217 (x his firft Sdümfnen to dur SA VO U Ne 


quitintance; he. gave aM, Mevident teſfimony ihr be I 64 
Wess mant of real and tender” poodrieſs} when; being N d 
aekened bythe nifrattlons dranght of the ibs, St 


= we read in he fifth chapter St Euke, ati bio 


he ſell don inſtantly at his feet. broke ot inf 
this! hum ble #nd"pigus' re fle Gion: —epart From 
re, fer Lam ful man, O Lott The'cenfdh, 
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SERMON) XXXI. 233, 
vfinful,: but a good man, who, like, ihe publican, in 
ke temple, was no leſs juſtified, for a felf-arcuſation, 
extorted merely from the humility of a devout heart, 
jealous-of iis on imperfections. f Aud though; the 
words, de hart from me, | carry. in them the face of. 
fear, yet he Who heard them, and knew. he. heart. 
of the ſpeaker, found they carried in them. a. greater, 
meaſure of deſire. Fot Peter Was not willing o be; 
diſcharged from his new guell, but, fearing his unlu- 
dels to aecompany him, lo to be made more. 
vorthy of his converſation. A ineek and modeſt | 
ditruit of himſelf, ſeemed to have had no ſuiall ſhare, 
u hat me, in his natutal tempet and complexion 3 ; 
ad though it would be greatly. improved, „ NO 
doubt, much better principled, by the, advantages; on 
hs I, enlarged: above, in, his couimerce, and 
obſervation with his Lord and Maſter, yet it appears 
o have been an early and diſtinguiſhiag parti, of his 
chatati'r. An inſtance of this, umagh little in iiſeif, 
and omitted by the other en is preſet ved by 
St John, in bis account of our Saviour's, girding 
himſelf with -a napkiu, and waſhing. the, dilciples 
ket; to.which ofhce, not one of them 15/repreſented 
8 making any oppoſition: But when he came to 
dimon Peter, —the , Eyangelift+, tells. Peter 
lad io him, Doſt Thou waſh my ſeet ? Jeſus laid 
unto him, What J do, thou knoweſt, not now, but 
halt Sacks: hareaftler. Peter ſaid to him, Thou 
ſhalt, never waſh my feet. —— Humility for a mo- 
Ment triumphed over his ſubaiſſun, and he expa- 
llulates 
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Pylates. with. bim upon it, {with all the. carrelt adiifor; 
tender oppoſujon which, vas natural tea amber 
heart, gap founded wih. ſhame, that, his Lord "2g ch 
Maß ſter d e to do ſo mean and dener an allWvilc 
ff rvirude; to h. ko» tinted; hat, 

Vo LD. ſavner. 1 an judgment. 207 a man's 060 
eemper, fram his behaviour on ſug" {Jude oecurrencedſnce 
of life as theſe, than from the mare weighs and 
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at. the ſame. UMA 2s 1d. lim, o an unreſerved diſs 
covety. of the ;OpipiQns ard) ptejud ces of his bean, 
which he Was, wont t» declare, and ſometimes in Par 
open arid ungute led a manner, as expoſed him 
the adit: of a rebuke whers he could n bea 
Ne TT * e 
1 TAKE n. liee pe) this, W aol 8 us in 
ſome, meaſuse tg reconcile a ſeeming, contcadictio d, 
in his charater which wall naturally occur here, fr iſt! 
cenſidetring that great, and capital failing of his life I 
when, by a preſumpiuous declaration of his owns": 
forinude, be fell imo the diſgrace of denying y T 
Lord, 
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himſelf ſuſficiently in earneſt by his ſubſequent bes 


haviour in the garden, when be drew his ſword a- 
gainſt a whole band of men, and thereby made it ap- 
pear, that he had leſs concern for his own life, than 
he had for his Maſter's ſafety— How then came bis 
reſolution to miſcarrv? The reaſon ſeems purely 
this :—Peter grounded the execution of it upon too 
much confidence in himſelf, —doubted not but his 
will was in his power, whether God's grace aflilted 
him or not; —ſurely thinking, that what he had 
courage to reſolve ſo honeltly, he had likewiſe abi- 
lity to perform. This was his miſtake ;— and, 
though it was a very great one; —— yet it was in 
ſome degree akin to a virtue, —as it ſprung merely 
from a conſciouſneſs of his integrity and truth, and 
too adventurous a concluſion of what they would 
enable him to perform, on the ſharpeſt encounters, 
for his Maſter's fake :-—=fo that his failing in this 

int was but a conſequence of this haſty and 
i- conſidered reſolve ;—and his Lord, to re- 


him to his own ſtrength to perform it; which, 
in effett, was almoſt the ſame as leaving him to the 


apoſtle had not conſidered, that he who precautioned 
him was the ſearcher of hearts, and needed not 
that. any ſhould teſtify of man, for he knew what ws 
in man :—he did not remember, that his Lord had 
faid before. Without me you can do 10 hing 


that the exertions af all our faculties were under ihe 
| power 


buke and puniſh him for it, did no other than leave. 


neceſſity of net performing it at all, ——The great 
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SERMON XXXI 137 
power of his will :;—he- had forgot the enowlelge 
of this need ful truth, on this one happy jundure. 
where he had ſa great a temptation to the tontrat). 
——though he was full of . perluaſion n every 
other tran{aftion of his life but moſt viſitly here 
in the text. here he breaks forih in the warm 
language af a heart ſtill overffowing with remem- 
brance of this very miſtake he had once committed; 


—— Ye men of Iſcael, why marvel ye at this, 
u though, by our own power or holineſs, we. had 


wrought this ?——The-G 0 of Abraham, of Iſaac, 


and of Jacob, he god of our fathers, through 


faith in his name, hath made this man whole, whom 
ye ſee and know. IN 1 5 

Tais is the beſt anſwer I am able to make to 
this objeQion againoft the unifermity of the apoſtle's 
character which J have given ;—upon Which let it 
be added, that was no ſuch” apology: capable of 
being made in iis behalf hat the truth and.regue 
larry of a charatter, is not, in juſtice, to be looked 
upon as broken, from any one ſingle at or omiſſion 
which may ſeem a contradiction to it. The beſt 
of men appear ſometimes io be flgange. compounds 
ef contradiftory qualities: and,-were the accidental 
overſiphts and folly of the wiſeſt man, —he failings 

and imperfections of a religious man, — the haſly atts 

ind paſſionate words of a meek man; — were they 10 
nſe up in judgment againſt them, ——and an ill na. 

tured judge be ſuffered io maik in this manner What 
bs been done amiſs, —what character fo unexcep- 
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role as to be able to land before him ?— 80 that 
with the candid allowances which the infirmities of 
man may claim, when he falls through ſurpriſe, mare 
than a oremedication, —one may venture, upon the 
whole, to ſum up Peter's character in a few words 
Ile vas a man ſenſible in his nature,—of quick pal. 
ſions, tempered with the greateſt humility, and molt 
uniffeted poverty of ſpirit that ever met in ſuch a 
charafter.—So that, in the only criminal inſlance of 
his life which I have ſpoken to, you are at a lob 
which to admire moſt ;—the tenderneſs and ſenſibi- 


lity of his foul, in being wrought upon to repentance | 
by a look From Jeſus, ——or the uncommon hum. 
lity of it, which he teſtified thereupon, in the bitter. ; 
neſs of bis ſorrow for what he had done.—He waliff , 
once preſumptuous, in truſting to his own ſtrengtb: | 
— his general and true charatter was that of the molt 
engaging meeknefs—diflruſtful of bimſelf and his . 
bilities to the laſt degree. . 

He denied his maſter ;—but in all inflances o = 
his life, but that, was a man of the greateſt truth and _ 
ſinceriiy — to which part of his character ou i 


SAVIOUR has given an undeniable teſtimony, i 
conferring on him the {ymbolical name of Cephas,\Y f. 
rock; a name the moſt expreſſive of conſtancy a h. 
Himneſs.— 

Hz was a man of great love to his maſter—arll eh 
of no leſs zea] for his religion; of which, from? up 
mong many, I ſhall take one inſtance out of » Up 


John, with which I ſhall conclude this account : Ml po 
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Peter anſwered and ſaid, —Lord ! whether ſhall we 
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Where upon the deſertion of ſeveral other diſciples, 


our SAVIOUR putting the queſtion to the twelve, 
— Will ye alſo go away ?—Then, ſays the text, 


go? Thou haſt the words of eternal life, —and we 
believe and know, that thou art Chriſt the Son of 
Gop. — Now, if we look into the goſpel, we 
find what our SAVIOUR pronounced on this very 
confeſſion | | 75 

BLESSED art thou, Simon Barjona, for ſleſh 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee but my 
Father which is in heaven, That our SaviouR 
had the words of eternal life Peter was able 
to deduce from principles of natural reaſon ; becauſe 
reaſon was able to judge, from the internal marks of 
his deQrine, that it was worihy GOD, and accommo- 
dated properly io advance human nature and human 
happineſs, —But for all this —reaſon could not in- 
taliibly determine that the meſſenger of this doctrine 
was the Meſſias, the eternal Son of the living Go: 
to know this, required an illumination z—and this 
illumination, I ſay, ſeems to have been vouchſafed 
at that inſtant as areward—as would have been ſuf- 
fieient evidence by ilelf of the diſpofition- of his 
heart, META 

I nave now finiſhed this ſhort eſſay upon the 
character of St Peter, not with a loud panegyric 
upon the power of his keys, or a ranting encomium 
pon ſome monaſtic qualifications, with which a 
popiſh pulpit would ring upon ſuch an occaſion, with- 
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140 SERMON XXXI. 
out doing much honour io the ſaint, or goed to the 
audience,— but have drawn it withtruth and ſobriety, 
repreſenting it as it was, as conſiſting of virtues the 
moſ} worthy of imitation, —and grounded, not upon 
apocryphal accounts, and legendary inventions, the 
wardrobe from whence popery dreſſes out her ſainis 
on theſe days, — but upon matters of fact in the a. 
cred Scriptures, in which all Chriſtians agree, — 
And ſince I have mentioned popery, I cannot beuer 
conclude, ihan by obſerving, how ill the ſpirit and 


charaQter of that church reſembles that pariicular 


art of St Peter's, which has been made the ſubjed 
of (his diſcourſe. — Would one think that a church, 
which thruſts itſelf under this apoſtle's patronage, 
and claims her power under him, would preſume to 
exceed the degrees of it which he acknowledged to 
poſſeſs himſelf ? But how eill are your expeCta- 
tions anſwered, when, inſlead of the huinble declaras 


tion in the „ men of Iſrael, marvel not 


at us, as if our own power and holineſs had wrought 
this : you hear a language and behaviour from 
the Romiſh court, as oppolice to it as infolent words 
and actions can frame. | 

So that, inſlead of, Ye men of Iſrael, marvel not 
at Ye men of Iſrael, do marvel at us,—hoid us 
in admiration Ap Ren © our ſacred ponuff, — 
(who is not cnly holy but holineſs itielf;) — 
proach his perſon with reverence ;. and deem !t 
the greateſt honour and happineſs of your lives, to fil 
down before his chair, and be admitted to kiſs his feet 
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THINK not, as if it were not our own holineſs 
which merits all the N you can pay us. lt 
s out own holineſs- the ſuperabundance of it.— 
of which, having more than we know what to do 
with dat e from works of ſupeterogation, we 
have transferred the ſurplus in eccleſiaſtic wareboules, 
and, in pute zeal for the good of your ſouls, have e- 
ſabliſhed public banks of merit, ready tio be drawn 
upon at all times. 

Ta1ixk not, ye men of Iſrael, or ſay wats your- 
ſelves, that we are unprofitable ſervants, —we have 
no good works to - ſpare, or that if we had—we can- 
not make this uſe of them; — that we have no power 
to circulate our indulgences, and huckſter them 
out, as we do, through all the parts of Chriſtendom. 
—Know ye, by theſe preſents, that ic is our own 
power which does this ;—the plentitude of our apo- 
ſtolic power, operating with our own holineſs, that 
enables us te bind and looſe, as ſeems meet to us on 
earth ;—to ſave your ſouls, or deliver them up to 
Satan ;—and as they pleaſe or diſpleaſe, to indulge 
whole kingdoms at once, or excommunicate them all; 


—binding kings in chains, and your nobles in links 
of iron. 


Tur we may never again feel the effects of 


ſuch language and principles 
mercy grant us. Amen. 


may Gop of his 
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SERMON XXXII, 


Thirtieth of J anuary, 


RA IX; 6, 7. 

And I ſaid, O my Gov, I am aſhamed and bluſh 
to lift up my face to thee, my Gos :—for our 
init ies are increaſed over our head, and our 
trſpils is grown up unto the heavens. Sine 
the days of our fathers have ws been in à great 
tre ps unto th $ day. 


1 HERE is not, I believe, throughout ali hi- 


ſtory, an inſtance of ſo ſtrange and obfiinately 


corrupt a people, as the Jews, of u hom Ezra com- 


plains; tor though, on one hand, ——there ne- 
ver was a people that received ſo many teſlimones 
of Gop's favour to encourage them to be good,— 
ſo, on the other hand, there never was a people 
d ſo often felt the ſcourge of their iniquities 10 
diſhearten them from doing evil. 
AND yet, neither the one nor the other ſeemed 


neue; 


ever able to make them either the wiſer or better; 
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SERMON XXXII 143 
——neither Go p' bleſſings, nor his cerretctions, 
could ever ſoften them; they {till continued a 
tankleſs, unthinking people, —who profited by no 
lel[ons,—neither were to be won with mercies, nor 
terrified wich puniſhments, —but, on every ſucceed- 
ing trial and occaſion, extremely diſpoſed againit 
Cob, to go aſtray and att wickedly. 

Ix the words of the text, the prophet's heart over- 
flows with forrow, upon his reflection of this unworthy 
part of their charatter ; and the manner. of his 
application to God, is ſo expreſſive of his humble 
ſenſe of it, and there is ſomething in the words 
ſo full of tenderneſs and ſhame for them upon that 
ſcore, as beſpeaks the moſt paternal, as well, as pa- 
ſtoral concern for them. And he ſaid, O my GOD, 
I am aſhamed—and bluſh to lift up my face to thee, 
my GoD.—Nodoubt, the holy man was confound- 
eq to look back upon that leng ſeries of ſo many of 
God's undeſerved mercies to them, of which they 
had made ſo bad and ungrateful a uſe: he con- 
lidered, that they had all the motives that could lay 
reſicaints, either upon a conſideraie or a reaſonable 
people ;—that GOD had not only created, upheld, 
and favoured them with all advantages in common 
with the reſt of their fellow creatures but had been 
particularly kind to them; that when they were 
in tae houſe of bondage, in the moſt hopeleſs con- 
G:ton—he had heard their cry, and took compaſlſion 
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upon their afflictions, and by a chain of great and 


mighty deliverances, had ſet them free from the yoke 


of oppreſſion. The prophet, no doubt, reflected 
at — ſame time, that beſides this inſtance of Go p'; 
goodneſs, in firſt favouring their miraculous eſcape, a 
ſeries of ſucceſſes, not to be accounted for from ſe. 
cond cauſes, and the natural courſe of events, had 
crowned their heads in ſo remarkable a manner, as 
to afford an evident proof, not only of God's gene- 
ral concern, but of his particular providence and 
attachmest to them above all people. In the wil. 
derneſs he led them like ſheep, and kept them 23 
the apple of his eye; he ſuffered no man to do them 
wrong, but reproved even kings for their ſake ;—— 
that when they entered into the promiſed land, no 
force was able to fland before them; ven in 
poſſeſſior — no army was ever able to drive them 
out that nations, greater and mightier than they, 
were thruſt forth from before them; — that, in a 


word, all nature, for a time, was driven backwards by 


the hands of Gop, to ſerve them,—and that even 
the ſun ſelf had ſtood flill in the midſt of heaven to 
ſecure their victories that when all theſe mercie: 
were caſt away upon them, and no principle of gra- 
titude ar intereſt could make them an obedient 
people, G op had iried by misfortunes to bring 
them back :—that when inſtructions, warnings, in- 
vitation*=——miracles, prophets, and holy guides, 


had no effect; he at laſt ſuffered them to reap 


the wages of their folly, by letting them fall again 
unto 
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into the ſame ſtate of bondage in Babylon, from 
whence he had firſt raiſed them Here it is that 
Ezra pours out his confeſſion.— It was no ſmall ag- 
vation to Ezra's concern, to find, that even this 
alt trial had no good effect upon their conduct 1 
that all the alternatives of promiſes and threats, 
comforts and afflictions, —inſtead of making them 
orow the better, wade "them apparently grow the 
worſe :z—how could he intercede for them, but 
with ſhame and ſorrow ?——and (ay, as in the text, 


O my God, I am aſhamed, and bluſh to lift up my 


| face to hee. for our iniquities are increaſed oer 


our heads, and our treſpaſs is grown up unto the hea- 
tens; ſince the days of our fathers have we been 
in a great4reſpaſs unto this day.— 

Taus mach for the prophet's humble confeſ- 
hon to God for the Jews, for which he had but too 
juſt a foundation given by them ;—and I know not 


how I can make a better uſe of the words, as the 


occahion of the day led me to the choice of them, — 
than by a ſerious application of the ſame ſad 9 
in tegar to ourſelves.— 

Ou fathers, like thoſe of the Jews in Ezra's 
time, no doubt, have done amiſs, and greatly pro- 
voked God by their violence ;—but if our own ini- 


quities, like theirs, are increaſed over our heads j—- 


it, ſince the days of our fathers, we have been in a 
great treſpaſs ourſelves unto this day, it is fit 
this day we ſhould be put in mind of it ;—nor can 
the time and occaſion be better employed, than in 
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146 SERMON XXXII. 
hearing, with paiience, there proofs which ſuch a pa 
rallel will lead me to give. | DT 

IT muſt be acknowledged, there is no nation 
which had ever ſo many exiraordinaty reaſons and 
ſupernatural motives to become thankful and virtuou; 
as the Jews had ;—yet, at the ſame time, there is no 
one which has not ſufficient ;——and, ſetting aide 
at preſent the confidecaiion of a future Hate as a fe. 
ward for being ſo, —there is no nation under hea- 


ven, which, beſides the daily bleſſings of God's pro- 


vidence to them, but have received ſufficient blel-I 


ſings and mercics at the hands of God, to engage 
their beſt ſervices, and th2 warmeſt returns of pratt 
tude they can pay, There has been a time, may 
be, when they have been delivered from ſome 
grievous calamity, from the rage of peſtilence 
or fainine,—irom the edge and fury of the ſword, 
— — — {from the tate ard fail of kingdoms round them: 
—they may have been preſerved, by providentia 
diſcoveries, from plots and deligns againſt the well 
being of their ftates,—or by critical turus and ie. 
voluions in their favour when beginning to fink: 
—by ſome ſignal interppfition of God's providence, 
they may have reſcued their liberties, and al 
that was dear to them, frem the jaws of {ome tyrant; 
— or may have preſerved their religion pure and 
uncortupted, When all other comforts failed them.— 
Ir other countries have reaſon to be thankfil 
to Cod for any one of theſe mercies, much mot 
has t/z$ of ours, Which at one tine or other hach 7 
cel 
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inſomuch, that our hiſtory, 
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ceived them all; 


for this laſt century, bas ſcarce been any thing elle, 


but the hiſtory of our deliverances, and Gop's 
bleſſings und theſe in fo complicated a chain, 


and with fo little interruption, — s to be ſcarce 


ever vouchſafed to any nation or language beſides, 
—except the Jews; — ind, with regard to them, 
though inferior in the ſtupendous manner of their 
working, —yet no way ſo in the extenſive goodneſs 
of their effects, and the infinite benevolence which 
muſt have wrought them for us. —Here then let 
us ſtop, and look back a moment, and enquire, as. 


In the caſe of the Jews, what great effects all this 


has had upon our lives, —and how far worthy: 


we have lived, ——>»f what we have received ? 


A STRANGER, ——=when he heard ——that this. 


* 


iind had been ſo favouted by heaven, 'o happy 
in gur laws and religion, — lo flouriſhing in our trade, 
—ſo bleſſed in our ſituation and natura! produft,—- 
and in all of them ſo often—ſo viſibly protected by 
Providence, — would conclude, our gratitude ,and 
morals had kept pace with our bleſh 1gs ;—and he 
Would fay,—as we are the molt bleſſed and favour. 
ed, —chat we muſt be the moſt virtuous and. religi- 
0us people upon the face of the earth. | 
\WoUuLD to Good there was any other reaſon 
to incline one to fo charitable a belief; —for wihour. 
running into any common-place declamation upon 
the wickedneſs of the age, —we may fay, within 


the bounds of truth that we have proficed in this 


reſpect. 4 145 
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148 SERMON XXXII. | 
reſpeft as litile as it was poſhble for the Jews: 
that there is as little virtue—and as little ſenſe of re. 
ligion, at leall as little of the appearance of it, a 
can be ſuppoſed to exiſt at all, in a country where 

it is countenanced by the ſlate.— Our forefathers, 
whatever greater degrees of real viriue they were 
poſſeſſed of, —Gop, who ſearcheth the heart,. 
beſt knows ;—but this is certain, —in their days, 
they had at leaſt the form of godlineſs, —and paid 
this compliment to religion, as to wear at leaſt the 
appearance and outward garb of it, ——The public 
ſervice of God was beter frequented, — and in a 
devout, as well as regular manner; there was no 
open profaneneſs in our ſtreets, to put piety to the 
bluſh,—or domeſtic ridicule, io make her uneaſy, 
and force her to withdraw. 

REILIiox, though treated with freedom, was 
Dill treated with reſpeQ ;—the youth of both ſexes 
kept under greater reſtraint ; — good order and 
good hours were then kept up in molt families ; and, 
in a word, 2 greater {{rifinefs and ſohrieiy of manners 
maintained throughout, amongſt people of all ranks 
and conditions; —ſo that vice, however ſecreily i 
might be praftiſed was aſhamed to be feen, — 


Bur all this has inſenſibly been borne down, 
ever ſince the days of our forefathers treſpaſs ;— 
when, to avoid one extreme, we began to run into 

another ==——{o that, wftead of any great religion 
- amongſt us, you ſee thouſands who are tired even of 


the 
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the form of it, and who have at length thrown the 
maſk of it aſide, as a uſeleſs incumbrance. 
Bor this licentiouſneſs, he would ſay, may be 


chiefly owing to a long courſe of proſperity, which 


js apt to corrupt men's minds. G op has, ſince this 
tried you with afflictions; vou have been viſited 
with a long and expenſive war; Goy has ſent, 
moreover, a peſtilence amongſt your catile, which 
has cut off the flock from the fold, —ard left no 
herd in the ſtalls.—Surely, he will ſay, - two ſuch 


terrible ſcourges muſt have awakened the conſciences 


| of the molt unthinking part of you, and forced the 


inhabitants of your land from ſuch admonitions— 
though they failed with the Jews, to have learned 
nghteouſneſs for themſelves, 


l own this is the natural effect—and, one would 


hope, ſhould always be the natural uſe and improve- 
ment, from ſuch caiamities ;—for we often find, that 
pumbers, who, in proſperity, ſeem to forget Gop, 
do yet remember him in the day of trouble and 
dficeſs. — Vet, conlider, this nationally, — we fee no 
ſuch e ffe c from it in fact, as one would be led to 
expect from the ſpeculation.— For inſtance, with 
al the devaſlation, bloodſhed, and expence which 
the war has occaſioned, —how many converts has 
i made to frugality, —to virtue, or even io ſeriouſ- 


nels itſelf ?P— Che peſtilence amongſt our catile,- 


though it has diſtreſſ-d and utterly undone ſo man 
thoutands, yet what one viſible alteration has it made 
in the courſe of our lives? 


Ax D 


— 


_— & "2 
— —— —— + A.> ip - 4 — AC — — 
4. 
* Pr SI 7 - o = bo . — * . > — * * — 
— * r — =P a. 
— * * * a - - Sg 
* — 
— 
—— 


2 ID CY} Don nn — 
4 S 3+ Crean nt * * „ * 
" — * — — 


enen. 
— — 5 


* 
— ———— — 


* — wt 
. — —— — Da 
— 
— —_ — — 
"a 8 . 
a. = OR 
+ — — o — o 2 


— en be” — —— 
rr SSN 
—— — rn N _ 
2 2 r 
„ FOES 3 og Both 
— ; 


1 - 


* = 
. — 

* e 2 . 
— —— — — — — — 


* 1 Ws — 


2 * 


9 4 
= 
* - Py 
a *s * 
— 
6 
— — 
o 
=" =. 


- 


5 33 4 
— =” J 
TO ede 
* . * P 2 


2 2 — 2 2. 


0 


Ts 


_ 
— 


—# wu | 
GE II 
41 


at . 
— 


_ 


. Lands 
_— a \ F < 1 
* 2 


5 —_ 
. * 


273 SERMON XXXII. 


ſary drains of taxes for the one, —and the loſs of 


AND though one would imagine, that the neceſ. 


rents and propeity from the other, ſhould, in fome f 
meaſure, have withirawn the means of graiifying W 1 


Otir pallions, as we have done e et what appeare f 


ance is there amongſt us that it is fo ? | a 

Wuar one fa{kionable folly or extravagance hs | 
been checked by it Piz there not the ſam? luxury ſ 
and epicurifm of entertainments at our tables !—lo Ml f 
we n»t purſue with eagerneſs the ſame giddy round iſ f 
of trilling diverſions ?——'s not the infection diffu. f. 


{ed amongſt people of all ranks, and all ages ?—ſ 0 


And even grey hairs, whoſe ſober example and n 
manners ought to check the extravagant ſallies of the 
thoughtleſe, gay, and unexperienced. too often ! 
toiter undet the ſane collly ornaments, and join tte 11 
general gioz, Where vanity, like this, governs the 0 


heart, even charity wil! allow vs to ſuppoſe, that aff % 


conſciouſneſs of their inability to purſue greater If 
exceſſes, is the only vexation of ſpirit.— In truth, 2 


che obſetvation falls in with the main intention c n: 


the diſeourſe, —which' is noi framed to Hlaiter your © 


follies, but plainly to point them out, —— and how | 


you the general corruption of manners, and want 1 
religion which all men ſee, —and which the vie 0 
aud good fo much lament. tr 

Bor the inquirer will naturally go on, and ſay, & 


that though this repreſentation does not anſwer ha 0 
expectations, that undoubtedly we mull have pr6- b 
tied by chele lellcus in other reſpects — —ihit {. 
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though we have not approved our underſtanding in 
the fight of Gop, by, a virtuous uſe of our miſ- 
fortunes, io true ' wiſdom, that we muſt have 
improved them, however, 10 political wiſdom {—— 
ſo that he would ſay, — though the Engliſh do not 
appear to be a religious people, ——:hey are at 
leaſt a loyal one :——-they hive ſo oftsn felt the 
ſcourge of rebeliton, and have taſted fo much ſharp 
fruit from it; Was to have ſet their teeth on edge 
for ever. But good GOD! bow would he be a- 
ſtoniſhed to find, that though we have been ſo. 
often toſſed to _ fro by our own tempeſtugus | hu- 
mours, —that we were not yet ſick of the ſtorm! 
has though, we ſolemnly, on every te. urn of 
this day, Wee, che guilt of our forefethers, in flain- 
ing their hands in biood. e never once think of 
our principies and Practices, 'which tend the fame 
way ! and though che providence of GOD has 
ſet bounds, that they do not work as much miſchief 
as in days of ditfrattion and deſolatiop,——lidle 
reaſon have we to aſcribe the merit thereof to our 
own wildom :— fo that, when the whole account is 
lated betwixt us, ——ihere ſeems nothing to Pre- 
vent the application of the words in the tex, — hat 
our iniquities are incteaſed over our heads, ao our 
treſpaſs is grown up unto the heavens, — — 8 ince 
the days of our fainers, have we been in a great 
nelpals unto this day: — — and though it 13 fie: aud 
becoming that we weep for tne, it is much more 
lv, thai we weep for outie.vSs; that we lament 

u 
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our own corruptions, —and the little advantages 
we have made of the mercies or chaſtiſements of 
GoD,——or from the fins and provocations of our 
forefathers. — 

Tuis is the fruit we are to gather, in a day of 


ET — 4 
EUR CI orga eee < 


for us, by a reformation of our manners, and by 
turning us from the error of our ways,—the ſervice 
of this day is more a ſenſeleſs inſult upon the me- 
mories of our anceſtors, than an honeſt deſign 
to profit by their miſtakes and misfortunes—and to 
become wiſer and better from our reflections upon 
them.— 

Tir this is done, it avails little, though we pray 
fervently to God not to lay their fins to our charge, 
—Whilit we have ſo many remaining of our own, 
— Unleſs we are touched for ourſelves, how can we 
expect he ſhould hear our cry ? It is the wicked 
corruption of a people which they are to thank, for 
whatever national calamities they feel; his is 
the very ſtate we ate in,. — which, by dilengaging 
providence from taking our part, will always 
leave a people expoſed to the whole force of acci- 
dents, both from wirhin and without ;—And, hows 
ever ſtateſmen may diſpute about the eulen of the 
growth or decay of kingdoms, —it is, for this cauſe, 
a matter of eternal truth, ——ihat as virtue and te- 
ligion are our only W ern to God, —that 
they are, conſe quenily, the only true baſis of our 


e and proſperity on earth; and how- 


ever 


ſuch humiliation ;——and unleſs it produces that 
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wer we may ſhelter ourſelves under diſtinttions of 
party—that a wicked man is the worſt enemy the 
ate has; —and, for the contrary, it will always be 
found, that a virtuous man is the beſt patriot, and 
de belt ſubjeft the king bas. — And though an in- 
dvidual may ſay, What will my righteouſneſs profit 
nation of men ? — I anſwer, —If ii fail of a bleſſing 
here, (which is not likely) it will have one ad van- 
aye, —it will fave thy own foul, and give thee 
that peace at the laſt, which this World caunot take 
JWAy cn | 
Wicn God, of þis infinite mercy, grant us 
ill, Amen, 0 


* 3» 
Eo 
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ROMANS 11. 4. 


Deſpiſeft thou the riches of his goodneſs, an! for. 
. bearance, and ng ſuffering, not knowing that 


the goodnefs of God leadeth thee to repentance 
So ſays St Paul. And, 


ECCLES:, VIII. 11. 


Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is not executed 
_ ſpeedily, therefure the heart of the ſons of men 
25 0M fet 11 them to do evil, 


% 


| rages either as you like it, you will get notkig 
by the bargain,— 

IT is a terrible charafter of the world, "which 
Solomon is here accounting for, —hat has hearts 
are fully ſet in them to do evil. — And the general 
outcry againſt the wickedneſs of the age, in every 
age, from olomon's down to this, ſhows, but too 
lamentably, what grounds have all along been given 
fac che N 


Tus 
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Tux diſorder and confuſion ariſing in the affairs 
the world from the wickednels of it, being ever 
ch,—ſo evidently ſeen, — ſo ſeverely felt, as na- 
ally to induce every one who was a ſpettator or a 


— — 


nes he lived in; as if the corruptions of men's 
anners had not only exceeded the reports of for- 
er days, but che power almoſt of rifng above the 
ach to which the wickednels of the age was ar- 
ved, How far they may have been deceived in 
ih calculations, I ſhall not enquire ; Aet it ſuffice, 


for. 
Mat 
ce? 


hat motives they have had to be better ;—and, 
king this for granted, inſtead of declaiming againſt 
„let us ſee whether a diſcourſe may not be as 
Keble, by endeavouring, as Solomon has here 
ane, rather to give an account of it, and, by 
zeing back the evils io their fiſt principles, to 
ett ourſeives to the true remedy againſt them, — 

Ler it here only be premifed, ——that the wick- 


cuted 
" men 


hing 
andal and reproach u biings upon Chriſtians, —— 
giz not, in reaſon, to reflect diſbonour upon 
hriſtianity, which is ſo apparently well framed io 
ke us good, —that there is not a greater paradox 
nature, than chat ſo good a religion ſhould be 
o better recommended by its profeſlors,— Though 
u may ſeem a paradox, —it is ſtill. I ſay, no ob- 


which 
hearts 
eneral 
every 
it {00 
given i 


Tz 


krltiquicy ;—lince, if the morals of men are not 
retornedy 
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lerer, to give the melancholy preference to the 


at mankind le ever. been bad. conſidering 
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neſs either of the preſent or pail times, whatever 
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reformed, ir is not owing to a defect in the revelati 
but it is owing to the ſame cauſes which defeated 
the uſe and intent of reaf-m.— before revelation 

given. —For, ſetting aſide the obligations which 
divine law lays upon us.—whoever conſiders | 
ſtate and condition of human naiure, and, upon i 
view, how much ſtronger the natural motives are 
virtue than to vice would expect to find the we 
much better than it is, or ever has been. — For, 

would ſuppoſe the gen erality of mankind to bei 


ſo much folly, as to act againſt the common inter 


of their own kind, as every man does who yields 
the temptation of what is wrong ?—But, on | 
other f1de—if men firſt look into the praflice of 
world, ard there obſerve the ſtrange prevalency 
vice, nd how willing men are to defend, as wel 
to commit it,—one would think they believed { 
all diſcourſes of virtue and honeſtly were m 


matter of ſpeculation, for men to entertain ſome i 


hours with; ard fay, truly, that men ſeemed u 


verſally to be agreed in nothing, but in ſpeak 


well, and doing ill.—But this caſts no more diſh 
nour upon Wien than it does upon revelation; 
the truth of the cale being this, that no moirves ha 
been great enough to reſtrain thoſe from ſin, v 


have ſecretly loved it, and only fought pretences 


the practice of it.— So that, if the light of they 


ſpel has not left a ſufficient proviſion againdt | i 
wickedneſs of the world, —the true anſwer is, tt 


there can be nons. 1. is ſulficient, that thee 


celle 0 g | 
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lency of Chriſtianity in doRrine and precepts, and 
proper tendency to make us virtuous, as well as 
ppy, is a ſtrong evidence of its divine original:. 
id theſe advantages it has above any inſtitition 
tever was in the world; it gives the beſt di- 
ions, — the beſt examples, — the greaieſt encou- 
zements,—the beſt helps and the preateſt obliga- 
ns to gratitude.— But, as religion was not to work 
on meu by way of force and natural neceſſity 


velatio 
feated 
ation 
which 
ders 
upon i 
es are 
ne Wo 
For, ul 
o bet 


| inter; by moral pet ſuaſion which ſets good and evil 
yields Wore hem; — bo, if men have power to do evil, 
3 * chooſe the good, and will abuſe it, this cannot be 
ce o 


oided.— Not only religion, but even reaſon uſelf, 

oft neceſſarily imply a freedom of choice ;—— 
dall the beings in the world, which have it, were 
eaed free to fiand, or free to fall: — And there- 
e men that will not be wrought upon by this way 

adreſs, muſt expeR, and be contented to feel, the 

ke of chat rod which is prepared for the back of 
b, oft-times in this world, but undoubtedly in the 

xt, from the hands of a righteous Governor, who 

l render to every man accerding to his 
orks. 

Bzcauss this Centence is not always executed 
eedily, is the wiſe man's account of the general 
centiouſneſs which prevailed through the race of 
nu ankind—fo early as his days ;—and we may allow 

Is, Oy 2 place amonglt the many other fatal cauſes of 
the Weoravation in our own a few of which, I ſhall 
eller leave to add to this ex plication of the wiſe man's; 

| ſubjoining 
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ſubjoining a few praGical cautions in relation to ead 
as I go along.— 
To begin with Solomen's account in the text, 
that, becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is 1 
executed ſpeedily, therefore the hearts of the ſons: 
men ar? fully ſet in them to do evil, — 
Ir feems ſomewhat hard io underſtand the cliff 
ſequence, why men ſhould grow more cleſperate 
wicked, becauſe God is merciful, and gives the 
ſpace to repent ;—this is no amm effect, nor doe 
the wiſe man intend to inſinuate, that the goodne 
and long-ſuftering of Good is the cauſe of the wick 
edneſs of man, by a direct efficacy io harden ſinne 
in their courſe, But the ſcope of bis diſcourſe! 
this, Becauſe a vicibus man eſcapes at Prefer 
he is apt to draw falſe concluſions from it; ant 
from the _— of Gov's puniſhments in this li 
either to conceive them at ſo remote a diſtance, 6 
perhaps fo uncertain, that, though he bas fo 
doubtful miſgivings cf the future, yet he hopes, i 
the- main, that his fears are greater than his danger 
Land from obſerving ſome of the worſt of ne 
both live and die, without any outward te{limory 0 
Gob's wrath, diaws from thence ſome Batterin 


ground of encouragement for himſelf, and wich ti 4s 
wicked in the pfalm, ſays in bis heart, Tuſh, I {i ; 
never be calt down; there ſhall no TEMES, n_bappt i, 


unto me: —as if it was neceſſaty, if God is to punil 
at all, thai he muſt do it preſendy ;— which, by 1b 
way, weuld rather cem to beſpeak the rage an 


{uri 
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ry of an incenſed party, than the determination of 
; wiſe and patient judge, who reſpites puniſhment 
o another flate, declaring, for the wiſeſt reaſons, 
A is not the time for it to take place in, but that 
e has appointed a day for it, wherein he will judge 
he world in righteouſneſs, ood make ſuch unalter- 
ble diſtinctions betwixt the good and bad, —as to 
ender his future judgment a full vindication of his 
uſtice, 

Trar mankind have ever _ an ill uſe of this 
ſorbearance, i is. and I fear will ever be, the caſe.;— 
and St Peter, in his deſcription of the ſcoffers in the 
atter days, who, he tells us, ſhall walk after their 
wn Juſts, (the worſt of all charatiers) gives the 
ſame fad ſolution of what ſhould be their unhappy 


encouragement 3 for, that they would ſay, 
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declaration of, » :en&y [ia | of his coming ? for, 
ſince the fathers fell allcep, all things continue as 
they were from the beginning of the creation; 
that is, the world goes on is the ſame uninterrupted 
= where all things fall alike to all, without any 
merpoſiticn from above, or any wat token uf 
divine diſpleaſure : upon this ground ““ Come ye,” 
ſay they, as the prophet repreſents them, I will 
teich wine, and we will fill ourſelves with ſtrong 
'dnk; and to-morrow ſhall be as this day, and 
much more abundant.” 


0 
by Now, if you conſider, you will find, that all this 
ge an falle way of reaſoning, doch ariſe from that groſs 
fu 1 piece 


Where is the promiſe | where 1s the the threatening, 
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165 SERMON XXXIII. 
piece cf ſelf flatiery, that fuch do imagine God hole 
be like themſelves,—— hat is, as cruel and revenge had 
ful as they are ;——and they preſenily thiuk, if 
fellow-creature- offended them at the rate thy 
fioners are ſaid to offend God, and they had as mud 
power in their hands to puniſh and torture them A 
he has, they would be ſure to execute it ſpeedily 
—— but becaute they ſee God does it not, 

therefore they conclude, that all the talk of God. 
anger againſt vice, and his future puniſhment of i 
1s mere talk, calculated for the terror of old uo 
men and children. — Thus fpeak they peace to thei 
fouls, when there is no peace; for though a {in 
ner, (which the wiſe man adds by way of cautioi 
after che text) — for though a {inner do evil an hut 
dred times, and his days be piolonged upon dg 
earth, ——yet, ſure I know, that it ſhall be wellffd 
with them that fear God but ſhall not be well: 
with the wicked. Upon which argument, the pſa 
miſt, ſpeaking in the name of God, uſes this remonhi 
{trance to one under this fatal miſtake, which ha 
miſled thouſands, —— Theſe things thou didſt, and | 
kept ſilence. And it ſeams this filence was nip 
terpreted into conſent for ii follows —— and tho 
: thoughtelt I was altogether ſuch a one as thyſelf 


but the pfalmilt adds, how ill he took this por 
men's hands, and that they ſhould not know theſWs c 
difference between the forbearance of finners ch. 


and his neglect of their fins; —but I will reprove 
thee, and ſet them in order before thee, —Upon i 
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hole of which, he bids them be better adviſed, 
nd conſider, left, while they forget God, he pluck 
hem away, and there be none to deliver them. 

Tuus much for the firſt ground and cauſe which 
he text gives, why the hearts of the ſons of men are 
ſo fully ſet in them to do evil ;—upon which I have 
poly one or two cautions to add — That, in the hit 


place, we frequently deceive ourſelves in the calcu- 
fon, that fentence ſhall not be ſpeedily executed. 


By ſad experience, vicious and debauched men 
nd this matter to turn out very different in practice, 
rom their expettations in theory; — God having fo 
ontrived the nature of things throughout the whole 
ſyſtem of moral duties, that every vice, in ſome 
meaſure, ſhould immediately revenge itſelf upon the 
doer ;—that falſehood, and unfair dealing, ends in 
lificult and diſhonour ;—that drunkenneſs and de- 
bauchery ſhould weaken the thread of life, and cut it 
o ſhort, that the tranſgreſſor ſhall not live out half 
his days ;—that pride ſhould be followed by morti- 
Healions, —extravagance by poverty and diſtreſs; 

that the revengeful and malcious ſhould be the 


preateſt tormentor of himſelf; the perpetual di- 


lurbance of his own mind, being ſo immediate a 
haſtiſement, as to verify what the wiſe man ſays 
pon ii,— That, as the merciful man does good to 
4 own ſoul, fo he that is cruel, troubleth his o.] 

In all which caſes there is a puniſhment inde» 
pendent of theſe, and that is, the puniſhment which 

Vor. VI. I a man's 
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168 SERMON XXXIIII. 
a man's own mind takes upon itſelf, from the rem 
of doing what is wrong. * eft has ultig, 
— this is the fil revenge. which (whatev er oifer 
punilhments he may eſcape) is ſure to follow cloſe 
upon his heels, and baunts him whereſoever be gee; pt 
or whenever a man commits a wilful bad 
action, —he drinks down poiſon, which, though it 
may work lowly, will work ſurely, 5 give him 
perpetual pains and heart- aches. and if no mea 
be uſed to expel it, will deſlroy him at laſt. So“ 
that, potwithſtanding that final fentence of Gov i 1 

not executed ſpeedily, in exact weight ard meaſure “ 
there is, neveriheieſs a ſentence executed, which 
man's Rb conſcience pronounces againlt him 
and every wicked man, I believe, fecls as regular 
proceſs within his own breaſt, cemmei ced-againl 
himſeif,——and finds himſelf as much accuſcd, and 
as evidemly and impartially condemned for what he | 
has done argſs, as if he had received ſentence before 
the moſt awful tribunal ;——which judgment of 
conſcience, as it can be e upon in no othtr 
light but as an anticipation of that rightecus and * 
unal:erable ſenience which will be prondunced N 
hereafter, by that Being, to whom he 1s finally © 
give an account of his ethons—— ] cannot conceive 
the flare of his mind under any charatier than af 
that anxious doubtfulneſs deſcribed by the picphe, MW , 
hat the wicked are like the troubled ſea, when is 
it cannot reſt, whoſe waters call vp mire and filth, 
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of falſe hope, in ſentence not being executed ſpeedi- 
ly, w. i arife from this conſideration. — That in our 


generally reſpite it to the day of judgment and as 


proportionably leſſens the terror, 


diy is, we need not, ſurely, be teminded it is the 
certainty of the matter, and of an event which will. 
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vain calculation of this diltant point of retribution, we 


that may be a thouſand, or ten thouland years off, it 
To rethfy this 
nillake, we ſhould firſt conſider, that the diſtance of 
athing no way alters the nature of it. 2diy, That 
we are deceived in this diſtant prolpett, not conſidei. 
ing that, however far off we may {ix it in this belief; 

that, in fag, i it is no farther off from every man, dia 
the day of his own death,—And, how certain that 


5 ſurely come to pals, as that the ſun ſhall rife to- 
orrow marning, —hat ſhould enter as much inte 
our calculations, as if 1t was hanging over our heads. 
—fFor though, in our fond imaginations, we dream of 
living many years upon the earth ;—how unexpetted- 
ly ace we ſum. Wen from it '——How — in 1 the 


great cauſe of the corruption of the world : 


in this evil. — But * have taken up ſo much more of 
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your time in this, than I firſt intended, that Iſha 
defer what I have to ſay to the next occaſion, ani 
put an end to this diſcourſe, by an anſwer to a que 
Mlion often aſked, relatively to ibis argument, in pre 
judice of Chriſtianity, which cannot be more ſeaſon 
ably anſwered, thanin a diſcourſe at this time ; 

and that 1s, Whether the Chriſtian religion has done 
the world any ſervice, in reforming the lives an 
morals of mankind, which ſome, who pretend i 
have conſidered the preſent ſlate of vice, ſeem 1 
doubt of ? This objeftion I, in ſome meaſure 
have anticipated in the beginning of this diſcourſe} 
—and what J have to add to that argument, is thi, 
l hat as it is impoſhble to decide the point, by 
evidence of fafts, which, at fo great a diſlance, car 
not be brought together and compared, it mult be 
decided by reaſcn, and the probability of things; 
upon which iſſue, one might appeal to the md 
profeſſed deilt, and truſt him to determine—whether 
the lives of thoſe who are ſet looſe from all obligation 
but thoſe of conveniency, can be compared wih 
thoſe who have been blelled with the extraordinary 
light of a religion ?—and whether ſo juſt and hoy 
a religion as the Chriſhan, which ſets reſiraints e, 
ven upon our tkcughts ;—a religion, which gives u 
the moſt engaging ideas of the perfettions of Gon, 
at the ſame time that it impreſſes the moſt au. 
ful ones of his majeſſy and power; a Being 
rich in mercies : but if they are abuſed, terrible in 
his judgments ;——one conltantly about our ſecret 


paths 
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110 paths, —about our - beds—who ſpieth out all our 
ays, —noticeth all our aftions ;—and is fo pure 
o his nature, that he will puniſh even the wicked 
maginations of the heart, and has appointed a day, 
herein he will enter into this enquiry, and execute 
udgment according as we have deſerved, 

Ir either the hopes or fears, the paſſions or rea- 
on of men, are to be wrought upon at all, ſuch 
rinciples muſt have an effect, though, I own, very 
ar ſhort of what a thinking man ſhould expect from 
uch motives, 

No doubt, there is great room for amendment i in 
e Chriſtian world: and the profeſſors of our holy 
igion may, in general, be ſaid to be a very cor- 
e, care?! and bad generation of men, conſidering what 
vun belfſeafons and obligations they have to be better. — 
bing; Yer (till 1 vffirm, if thoſe reſtraints were leſſened, 
Nl the world would be infinitely worſe ; and 
hail refore, we cannot ſufficiently Res and adore the 
gation podneſs of Goo, for thoſe advantages brought by 
| winde coming of Chrift, Which Gop grant that 
dire may live to be made deſerving of! that, in the 
d boy alt day when he ſhall come again to judge the world, 

e may riſe to life immortal, Amen. 
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Trust in Gon, 


PSALs XXXVII. 3. 
Put thou thy truſt in the Lo RD. 


HOEVER ſeriouſly reflects upon the ſtare 

and condition of man, and looks upon 
that dark fide of it, which: repreſents his life 
as open to ſo many cauſes of irouble ;—when be 
ſees how ofien I eats the bread of afflition, and 
that he is born 10 it as naturally as the ſparks fly up 
wards ;—that no rank or degrees of men are exemp 
ted from this law of our beings ;—but that all, from 
the high cedar of Labanus to 4 humble ſhrub upon 
the wall, are ſhook in their turns by numberleſs ca 
lamities and diſlreſſes: when one fits down are 
looks upon this gloomy lide of things, with all the 
ſorrow ſul changes ard chances which ſurround us 
ai firſt fight, would not one wonder, how the 
ſpirit of a man could bear the infirmities a his na 
ture, and what it is that ſupports him, as it does, un 


de 
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der the many evil accidents which he meets with 
in his paſſage through this valley of tears ? Without 
ſome certain aid within us to bear us up, ſo tender a 
frame as ours would be but ill fitted to encounter 
what generally befals it in. this rugged journey : and 
accordingly we find, that we are ſo curiouſly wrought 
by an all-wiſe hand, with a view to this, that, in the 
rery compoſition and texture of our nature, there is 
aremedy and proviſion left againſt molt of the evils 
we ſuffer ; we being ſo ordered, that the principal 
of ſelf. love, given us for preſervation, comes in here 
to our aid, by opening a door of hope, and in the 
worlt emergencies, flattering us with a belief, that 
we ſhall extricate ourſelves, and live to ſee better 
days. 14 

Tais expedtation, though in faft it no way alters 
the nature of the croſs accidents to which we lie open, 
or does at ail pervert the courſe of them, yet impoſes 
upon the ſenſe of them, and like a ſecret ſpring in a 
well contrived machine, though it cannot prevent, at 
[alt it counterbalances the preſſure, and ſo bears up 
this tottering tender frame, under many a violent 
ſhock and hard juliling, which otherwiſe would una- 
roidably overwhelm it. Without ſuch an inward 
reſource, from an inclination, which is natural to man, 
to truſt and hope for redreſs in the moſt deplorabie 
conditions, —his tate in this life would be, of ail 
creatures, the moſt nuſerable. When his mind was 
either wrung with affliction, or his body lay tortured 
wih the gout or lloue, did he think, that in this 

worid 
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world, there ſhould be no reſpite to his ſorrow ;— 
could he believe the pains he endured would continue 
equally intenſe—without remedy, - without intermiſ. 
ſion: with what deplorable lamentation would he lar. 
guiſh out his day,—and how ſweet, as Job ſays, would 
the clods of the valley be to him? But ſo ſad a per. 
ſualion, whatever grounds there may be ſometime, 
for it, ſcarce ever pets full poſſeſſion of the mind of 
man, which, by nature, ſtruggles againſt deſpair ; ſo 
that haves part of us ſuffers, the darkeſt mind 
inflantly uſhers in this relief to it, points out to hope, 
—encourages to build, though on a ſandy foundation 
—and raiſes an expectation in us, that things wil 
come to a fortunate iſſue, And indeed it is ſome. 
thing ſurpriſing to conſider the ſtrange force of this 
paſhon ;—what wonders it has wrought in ſupport. 
ing mens ſpirits in all ages, and under ſuch inextri. 
cable difficulties, that they have ſometimes hoped, 
the apoſtle ex reffes ; it, even againſt hope againſt 
all likelihood ; and have looked forwards wih comfort 
under mae when there has been little or no- 
thing to favour ſuch an expettation, 

Tis flattering propenſity in us, which I have 


here repreſented, as it 1s built upon one of the- moſt 


deceitful of human paſſions, —that is, ſelf-love, 
which, at all times, inclines us io thiuk better of our 
ſelves and conditions than there is ground for; how 
great ſocyer the relief is, which a man draws from it 
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SERMON XXXIV. 169 
ring him to go on his way ſorrowing, —mourning, as 
the prophet ſays, that his hope is loft, So that, after 
al, in our ſeverer trials, we fill find a neceſſuy of 
calling in ſomething to aid this principle, and dirett 
1 ſo, that it may not wander with this uncertain ex- 


pectation of what may never be accompliſhed, but 


ix ſelf upon a proper object of truſt and reliance, 
that is able to fulfil our delires, to hear our cry, and 
to help us. The paſhon of hope, without this, though 
in {fraits a man may ſupport his ſpirits for a time 
with a general expeQation of better fortune; yet, 


like a ſhip toſſed without a pilot upon a trouble ſome 


ſea, it may float upon the {urface tor a while, but is 
never, never likely to be brought to the haven where 
i would be, To accompliſh this, Reaſon and Reli- 
gon are called in at length, and join with Nature in 
exhorting us to hope but to hope in Cop, in 
whole hands are the iſſues of life and death, —and 
without whoſe znowledge and permillion, we know 
that not a hair of our heads can fall to the ground, 
Strengehe ned with this anchor of hope which keeps 
witedfalt, ——when the rains geſcend, and the floods 


come upon u*,—however the ſ:rrows of a man are 


muluphed, he bears up his head, looks towards hea- 
ren with confidence, waiting for the ſalvation of 
Cop: he then builds upon a rock, againſt which 
the gates of hell cannot prevail, He may be trou- 
bled, it is true, on every ſide, but ſhall not be diſtreſ- 
{ed,—perplexcd, yet not in deſpair ; though he 
| | walks 
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courſe of a life full of afflictions; ; many of which 


| paſſed there, but that he was a preſent help in H 


the tun ſhould ſmite him by day, neither the moo! 


SERMON XXXIV. 


walks throngh the valley cf the ſhadow of death, eve: 
then: he fears no evil ;—this rod and this ſtaff com 
fort him, 

Tre virtue of this had ata intens tried þ 
David, and had, no doubt, been of uſe to him in th 


were ſo great, that he declares, that he ſhould ver 
have fainted under the ſenſe and apprehenſion ff 
them, but that he believed to fee the goodnels of thiff 
Lord in the land of the living. Ne believed! 
how could he do otherwiſe? he had all the convic 
tion that reaſon and inſpiration could give him, 

that there was a Being, 1a whom every thing concur 
red which could be the proper object of truſt an 
conhuence : power to help, and goodneſs always | 
incline him to do it, He knew, this infinite Being 
though his dwelling was ſo bigh that his glory w 
above the heavens, yet humbled himſeif to behol 
the things that. are done in heaven "and earth: 
that he was rot en idle and diſlant ſpettator of wh: 


of trouble : —that he bowed the heavens, and can 
down to over-rule the courſe of things ;—del:verin 
the poor and him that was in miſery, from bid dh 
was too ſtrong for him; —lifting the {imple out off 
his diſtreſs, and guarding him by his providence, | 


that no man {hould do him wrong ;——that neule( 


by night, Of this the pſalm.ſt had ſuch evidence] 
from his obſervation on the life of others, wih qi 
| ſtronge 


SERMON XXXIV. 
congeſt convittion, at the ſame time, which a long 
fe, full of perſonal deliverances, 3 give ;—all 
hich taught him the value of the le ſſon in the text, 
om which he had received ſo much encouragement 
imſelf,—that he tranſmits it for the benefit of the 
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1 bad done him, the afflictions which befel 
im. 

Truft in God ; as if foe had ſaid, Whoſoever 
ou art, that ſhall hereafier fall into any ſuch ſtraits 
al as I have experienced, learn, by my ex- 
ple, where to ſeek for ſuccour ; truſt not in 
rinces, nor in any child of man, for there is no help 
them : the ſors of men, who are of low degree, 
re vanity, and are not able to help thee ;—men of 
oh degree are a he, too often deceive thy hopes, 
nd will not help thee : but thou, when thy ſoul is 
| beavineſs, turn thy eyes from the earth, and look 
p towards heaven, to that infinitely kind 204 power- 
| Being, who neither ſlumbereth nor fleepeth 3 
ho is a preſent help in time of trouble :—de pon 
ot, and ſay within thyſelf, why his chariot wheels 
ay ſo long, —and why he vouchſafeth thee not a 
peedy relief but arm thyſelf, in thy misfortunes, 
th patience and fortitude :—irult in Gop, who 
es all thoſe conſlifts under which thou laboureſt; 
who knows thy neceſſities afar olf, and puis al 
hy tears into his bottle ;—who ſces every careful 
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hole race of mankind after him, to ſupport them, 


bought and penſive look—and hears every gh and 
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172 S ERM ON XXXIV. 
I all thy exigencies, truſt and depend on Him 
nor ever doubt, but He, who heareth the cry of tb 
fatherleſs, and defendeth the cauſe of the widow, e 
It is juſt, will hear thine, and eicher lighten 
burden, and let thee go free. or, which is dh 
ſame, if that ſeems not meet, by adding ſtrength 0 
thy mind, to enable thee to ſuſtain what he has fuf 
fered to be laid upon thee. pong Bey | 
Wroever recolietts the particular pſalms (alk 
to be compoſed by this great man, under the ſeveali 
diſtreſſes and croſs. accidents of his life, will pereeinm co 
the juſlice of this paraphraſe, which is agreeable ſic t 
the ſtrain of reaſoning, which tuns through, 
which is little elſe than a recollection of his iam x 
words and thoughts upon thoſe occaſiens: in dc 
which he appears to have been no leſs fignal in hir fi 
alllictions, than in his piety, and-in that goodneſs db 
ſoul which he Giſcovers under them. I ſaid, the re h: 
fleftions upon his o vn life, and providential eſcapeſſ be 
which he had experienced, had had a ſhare in formigſimy 
theſe religious ſenuments of truft in his mind, which «| 
had ſo early taken root, that when he was going wifſpe 

gh the Philiſtine, when he was but a youth, and de: 
ſtood before Saul, he had already learned to argueſſce, 
in this manner: — Let no man's heart fail him G 
thy ſervant kept his father's ſheep, and there came , ey 
lion and a bear, and took a lamb out ofthe flock, andſfould 
] went out after him, and finote him, and delivered tr 
it out of his mouth; and when he aroſe againſt meſpte 
I caught him by the beard, and ſmote him, and ſfe ch. 
| bun-. 


SERMON XXXIV. 173 


Aim ;—tby ſervant flew both the lion and the 
of their : and this uncircumciſed Philiſtine will be as 


de of them; for the Lord, who delivered me out 
n wi the paw of the kon, and out of the paw of the bear, 
is the will alſo deliver me out of his hand. . 
gh Tut conelufion was natural; and the experience 
as ſulſyeh every man has had of Gop's former loving- 

indneſs and proteftion to him, either in dangers or 
refs, does unavoidably engage him to think in the 


ns fail 


ſevenſÞne train. It is obſervable, that the apoſtle St Paul, 
erceigfcouraging the Corinthians to bear with patience 


able t« 


1,  deliverances that Gov did formerly vouchſafe io 
is oui and his fellow-labourers, Gaius and Ariſtarchus ; 

in Ad on that ground builds a rock of encouragement. 
in hir future trutt and dependence op him. His life 
Ineſs ae been in very great jeopardy at Epheſus, where 

the te had like to have been brought out to the theatre, 
elcapeſſ be devoured by wild beaſts, and, indeed, had no 
forno em m means to avert and conſequently to eſcape its 
which therefore, he tells them, that he had this advan- 
roing ug by it, that the more he believed he ſhould be put 
th, andy death, the more he was engaged, by his deliver- 
o arg\eee, never to depend on any worldly truſt, but only 
um od, who can reſcue from the greateſt extremi- 

came , even from the grave, and death itſelf. For we 
ck, andBould not, brethren, ſays he, have you ignorant of 
2lvered$r trouble, which came to us in Aſia. that we 
lt mene pre ſſed out of meaſure above our ſtrength, inſo- 
nd fewWrh, that we deſpaired even of life ; but we had the 
bim; 


ie trials ineident to human nature, reminds them of 
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174 S ERM ON XXXIV., 
len/ence of death in ourſelves, that we ſhould not. .- 
truſt in ourſelves, but in Gon, who raiſeth the dead, ter 
who delivered us from ſo great a death, aud doth ne 
deliver, and 1 1n whom we truſt that he will ſtill de- caul 
liver us, | / 
Aub, indeed, a ſtronger argument cannot be Ne 
brought for future truſt, than the remembrance of paſt 25 
protection; for, what "ground or reaſon can I have (© 1 | 
to, diſtruſt ihe Aden of that perſon, who has al. 1 


ways been my friend and benefactor ? 
Os whom can I better rely for aſſiſlance in the 
day of my diſtreſs, than on him who ſtood by me in; 
all mine afflition, and when I was at the brink of 
defiruftion, delivered me out cf all my troubles ? 
Would it not be highly ungrateful, and reflect either 
on his goodnels | or ſuciency”! to diſtruſt that pro- 
e which has always had a watchful eye over 
me ; 84 who, according to his 8 gracious promiſes, 
wa never leave me nor forſake me; and who, in 
all my waits, in all my emergencies, has been abun. 
danily 1 more willing to give, than I w aſk it ?—If 
the former and the latter rain bave hitherto deſcended 
upon. the earth in que ſeaſon, and ſeed time and hat- 
veſt have never yet failed ;——why ſhould I fear 
Famine in the land, or Joubt but Bak He, who feed- 
eih the raven, and provident! 7 caterech for the 
. Jarrow, ſhould likewiſe be my comfort? How un- 
likely is it that ever he ſhould ſuffer his truth to fail ?, 
— This train of reflection, from the conſideration of 
paſt mercies, is ſuitable and natural to all mankind; 
;here 


. tee. 


* * & 
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here being no one, who, by calling to mind God's 
Ware lindneſſes, which have been ever of old, but will ſee. 
955 cauſe to apply the argument 19 himſelf. Lp 
Anv though, in looking back upon the events 
be lich have befallen us, we are apt to attribute too 

nuch 10 the arm of fleſh, in recounting the more ſuc- 


Us {ful parts of them, —ſaying, My wiſdom, my parts, 
# hi ad addreſs, extricated me from this misfortune ;— 


ay fore-light and penetration ſaved me from a ſecond; 
my courage, and the mightineſs of my ſtrength, 
Worried me through a third :—however we are accu- 
lomed to talk in this manner, yet, whoevercoolly fits 
Ibovn, and reflects upon the many accidents (though. 
Nery improperly called ſo) which have befallen him, 


in he courſe of his life ;—when he conſiders the ma- 


o- ba ; . . -. . NA 
538 y amazing turns in his favour—ſometimes in the moſt 
fas Napromiſing caſes—and often brought about by the 
8 10 mt unlikely cauſes; when he remembers the 
Fg perticular providences which have gone aleng with 
„ Ifn— he many perſonal deliverances which have 
ded Prelerved him the unaccountable manner in 
2 2 85 2 f R . 
ha- lich he has been enabled to get through difficulties, 


ich on all ſides beſet him, at one time of his life 
the f rengeh of mind he found himſelf endowed. 
th, to encounter alflictions, which fell upon him at 
other period: where is the man, I ſay, who. 
bos back, with the eaſt religious ſenſe, upon what 
is thus happened to him, who could not give you 
ficient proofs of God's power and his arm over him, 
and recount ſeveral caſes, wherein the G Op of Jacob 


K 2 Was 


kind; 


there 


1-6 SERMON XXxXIV. 
was his help, and the Holy Oae of Iſrael his Re 
dcemer? 


Has r thou ever laid upon the bed of Leriguiſbin 


or labouted under a previous diſtemper which ihres 

tened thy life ? Call io mind thy forrowful and pen 
five ſpirit at that time; and add to it, who it was th; 
had mercy on thee, that brought thee out of darkneſt 


and the as of death, ww wage all thy bed in th ; 


ſickneſs.” 


Hartn the alpen of thy Condition Bertie * 


into great ſtraits and difficuliies, and brought thee a 
molt to diftrattion ? Confider wht it was that ſpreal 


thy table in that wilderneſs of thought. who ir waſif 


that made thy cup to overflow-—who added a frien 
of conſolation to thee, and thereby ſpake peace toth 
troubled mind. Haſt thou” ever ſuſtamed any cot 


ſiderable damage in thy flock or trade ? Bethink . 


ſelf who it was that gave thee a ſerene and contentel 


mind under thofe Icffes. If thou - haſt recovered} 


_ conſider whoit was that repaired thoſe breaches, whe 
thy own Ikill and endeavours failed: call io mint 
whoſe providence has bleſſed them fince-=—whol 
band it was that has fince ſet a hedge about hee, an 
made all that thou haſt done to proſper. Halt tho 
erer been wourded in thy more tender part, throug 
the Ic{s of an obliging buſband ? or heit thou bee 
torn away from the embraces of a dear and promibny 


child, by his unexpected death? 


Ace 
lyaty 


To 


ſol, 


O CONSIDER, whether the Con of truth di 
not ap prove bunſeif a father to thee, when, fatheriel 


Fa 
— \jþ 
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Kor a buſband to thee, when a widaw, ; and has either 


Jen thee a name better than of ſons and daughters, 


even beyond thy hope — made thy remaining ten- 


« branches to grow up, tall and aan like the 


lars of Libanus, 
STRENGTHENED by theſe eee ſug⸗ 
ling the ſame, or like palt deliverances, either io 


yſelf, thy friends or accquainiance thou wilt learn 
i great leflon in the text.— In all thy exigencies 
| diſtreſſes — to ruſt Go; and whateyer befals 
ee, in the many changes and chances of this morial 
* 0 ſpeak comfort to. thy ſoul, and to ſay, in 


e words of. Habakkuk the prophet, with which, 1 
Wnclude,— 


ALTHQU en the big lee {hall not bloiſ; * e 
all fruit be in the vines; although the labour of 
e olive ſhall fail, and the fields malt yield no meat; 
hough the flock ſhall be cut off from the fold, and 


e ſhall be ne herd in the Ralls ; yet we will 


jaice in the Lord, and j Joy in the Gon ol our 


lyation. 
To whom be all honcus and glory. now and for 
jel, Amen. 
8858 
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mutual protetlion, from the depradations whic 
malice and avarice lay us open . ſo have i 
laws of Gop laid proportionable reſtrainis agat 
ſuch, violations as would defeat us of ſuch a ſecurn 
Ot all other attacks which, can be wade 110 
chat of a maa is life Mhich is bis all— 
being. the greateſl-ibe offence, in Goo's « 
penſ. tion to the Jews, was; denounced* as. the m. 
beinous—and repreſented as the moſt unpardorabl 
At the hand of every man's brother will I requi 
the life of man, — W holo. lheddeth man's, blood, 
man ſhall his blood be ſhed. Ye ſhall take 1 
ſatisfaclion for the life of a murderer be {hall ſur 
ly be put to. death.—So ye {ball not polluze the [a 
| wherein ye are—for blood dehleth; the land : 
the land cannot be cleanſed of blood that is. 
heres, but i the blood of him that ſhed it, f 


ee n 9 altas. 445 he 1 hy 
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For this” Teffon;by tbe: RN all eivitized- nations, 
in all parts of the globe, it has been puniſhed with 
death. 

SOME eivitized-and Wife EEmſuhiftes have ſo far 
incorporated theſe ſevere diſpenſations in their muni- 
cipal laws, as to allow of no diftintion betwixt mur- 
der and homicide, —at leaſt in ihe penalty ;—leaving 
the intentions of the ſever \ is par ies concerned in it, 
to that Being who knows the heart, and will adjuſt. 
ite differente of the tale hetehſter 7 This falls, no 
doubt, heavy pon particulars : — bat it is urged 
| S the benefit of the whole. It is not the bulinefs 
a" preacher to enter im an examination” of the 
mos andre fond for io lerming Aa ſeverity. 

Vhere moſt” ſevefe hey have prbceeded, no 
doubt, fromm an excE i of abhorrence of a crime 

Which 7 85 all others, moſt terrible and ſhdekking 
in its Own natur&—Land' the” molt direct attack and 

cke at Leicty s the. — of a man's life was 
„ke Relt pre raf r locken the ground- work 
| of all the other bleſſings" to be deſited from ſuch a 
com ball. Ihefts ,——oppfeſſivis,—exattions, and 
Mbkences of that Kind, cut off the branches; * 
e firibre the tbot Lal! periſhed with i 2 e in- 
jury iner. — do aflerract could make amends 
| 1 it. Mm 'recothperrce can he give to a man in 
exchab 2 for "his life D What ſatisfatlion to the 
Widow? 1s the fakefrl&fs,—to the family, the friends, 
—the ttlations cut off from bis Protecdion, and 
3 52 $6111 $135 . 10 K 4 3 ren 


rendered, perhaps, deſtilute, perhaps miſerable fot 


Ever —_ i bs | 

No wonder, that, by the law of nature, this crimg 
was always purſued with the moſt. extreme vengeance} 
which made the barbarians to judge, when they ſaw 
St Pau} upon the point of dying a ſudden and ierri- 
ſying death, — No doubt this man is a murderer— 
whom, though he hath eſcaped the ſea, yet. vengeance 
{uffereth not to five. | | 
Tue cenſure, there, was raſh and uncharitable; 
but the honef} deteflation of ihe crime was uppermoſt, 
They ſaw a dreadful puniſhment—they thought; 
and in ſeeing the cne,jhey ſuſpedted the other, 
Ard the vengeance which had overtaken the holy 
man, was meant by them the vengeance and puniſh. 
mept of the Almighty Beipg, whoſe providence and 
honour was concerned in purſuing him, . from the 
place he had fled from, 10 that fland. 

Treg honour and authority of GoD is moſt evi- 
dently fuck at, meſt certainly, in every ſuch crime, 
and therefore he would purſue it —it being the 
reaſon, in the ninth of Geneſis, upon which the pros 
hivition of muider is grounded ; — for in the image 
cf Go crested he man ;—as if to attempt the life 
of a man had ſomething in it peculiarly daring and 
audacicus not only, ſhocking as to its conſequence 
above all other crimes—— but of perſonal violence 
and indignity againſt Gp, the author of our life 
and death, That it is the higheſt act of injuſtice to 
man, and which will admit of no compenſation—— 


I have 
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| have ſaid.—— But the depriving a man of life, 
does not comprehend the whol: of his ſuffering ; —— 
be may be cut off in an unprovided or diſordered 
condition, with tegatd to the great account betwixt 
himfelf and his Maker. He may de under the 
power of irregular paſſions and deſires. The beſt 
of men are not always upon their guard. — And I 
am fure we have all reaſon to join in that affecting 
part of our Litany,.— That, amongſt other evils— 
Cod would deliver us from ſudden death; — chat we 
may have fome foteſight of that period, to compoſe our 
iris, prepare our accounts, —and put ourſelves in 
the beſt pollure we can to meet it; for, after 
we are molt prepared, ——it is a terror to human 
nature. N 

TukE people of ſome nations are ſaid to have a 
peculiar art in poiſoning by flow and gradual ad- 
rances. In this caſe—however horrid—ir favours 
of mercy with regard to our ſpiritual ſtate; or 
the ſenſible decays of nature, which a ſufferer mult 
feel within him, from the ſecret workings of the 
hotrid drug, give warning and ſhow that mercy, 
which the bloody hand that comes upon his neigh- 
bour ſuddenty, and fſlays him with guile.— as 
denied him. It may ſerve to admoniſh him of the 
duty of repentance, and to mike his peace with 
Gor, whilſt he had time and opporiunity, The 
ſpeedy execution of juſtice, which, as our laws now 
land, and which were intended for that end, mul 
lrike the greater terror upon that accyun', Short 

| | 5 FE 


182 SERMON XXXV. : 
as the interval between ſentence and death is, it is 
long, compared to the caſe of the murdered, — 
Thou allowedſt the man no time,———faid the judge 
to a late criminal, in a moſt affecting manner 
thou allowedſt him not a moment to prepare for 
eternity and, to one who thinks at all, it is, of 
all en ad; ſelf accuſations,” the moſt heavy 
and unſurmountable=-— That, by the hand of vio. 
lence, a man in a perfett Bias of health, whilſt he 
walks out in perfett ſecurity, as he thinks, with his 
friends, —perhaps. Whilſt he is ſleeping lendly—to 
be hurried out of the world by the alfaſhn,-—by a 
ſudden ſtroke to find: hiqiſelf at the bar of Gov 
Juſtice, without notice and ee fot his 1ria— 
it is moſt horrible ! - 

Tryouch. he be really a And: man, (and it is 
to hs hoped GOD makes xt. allowances in ſuch 
caſes.) —yel, it is a tetriſying conſideration at the 
beit ;—and as the mary. is greater, -ibete at 
alſo very aggravating cucumſtances relating to the 
perſon who commits this act: As when it is 
the effef, not of araſh and ſudden pal on, which 
ſ:metimes diſorders. and confounds reaſon for 2 
moment, —but of a deliberate and propenſe dehign 
or malice hen the ſun not only goes down, bu 
riſes upon his wrath ;———whew he Heeps. now—til 
he has firuck the "TIP hen, aſier he bas 
had ume and leiſure to recollect himſelſ,. and 
couſider what he is going to do e after | 
the checks of conſoience,—<—the: ſtruggles of hu. 
mani), 
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manity,—=the:cecoitings of his ow blood, at the. 
thoughts of ſhedding anothet ma's, he ſhall 
perſiſt fill, -—ahd.nelabre to do; its) Mecdful 
78 protett us. from doing or ſuffering ſuch 
. Bleſſed be thy name and providence; which 
ſeldom or ever ſuffers it to eſcape wich impunity; — 
In vain does the-guilty flatter hiœſelf with hopes of 
ſecrecy or unpuntty, : — the eve of Gos is always 


upon him. — Whither can he fly from his preſence! ſp . 


— By the immenſuy of bis- nature, he is preſent in 
all places ;—by the infinity of it, 10:alltumes jy 
* omniſctence, to all thoughts, werds, fand actions 
of men. By an emphatical phraſe,; in, Seriptare;: the 


blood of the innocent is ſaid io cry to. Heaven frem 


the ground for vengeance :—— int it was for this 
realon, that he might be brought to-guilice,—:hat he 
was debatred che benefit of any aſy lum, and the 
ciues of refuge. For the elders of his eity- ſhall 
lend and fetch him thence, and. deliver him into the 
hand of the avenger of blood, —and their eye OMA 
not pity him, 

Tae ext ſays, —Theu''ſhak uhs hias from: my 
altar, that he may die. It had been a very ancient 
imagination, that, for men guiliy of this, and other 
forrid crimes, —— a place held ſacred, as dedicated 
to God, was a refuge and protection to them flom 
the hands of jullice. The law of God cuts the 
tranſgrefſor off from all deluſive hopes of this kind } 
—and I think the Romiſh church has very little to 
boaſt of, in the ſanftuaries which ſhe leaves open for 
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184 S ERM ON XXXV. 
ihis, and - other crimes and irregularities; — 
ſanctuaries, which are ofien the firſt temptations to 
wickedneſs, and therefore, bring the greater ſcan- 
dal and diſbonout to ber that authorizes their pre. 
| tenſions, 

EEA 1 of the courſe:of juſtice—ix 
a door opened to betray ſociety, and bereave us of 
thoſe bleihngs which it has in view. To ſtand up 
for the privileges of ſuch places, i is to invite men t9 
ſin with a bribe of impunity. Ittis a firange way 
of doing honour to God, to ſcreen aQtions which 
area diſgrace to bümanity. 

War Scipture, and ell civilized vations, 


man's life, —is applicable to the wickedneſs of a man's 
attempting to bereave himſelf of his o,. n. He has 
no more right over it—than over that of others: 
and, whtever falſe plofſes have been put upon 
it by men of bad. heads or bad hearts, —it is at the 
bottom a complication of cowardice, and wicked- 
neſs, and weakneſs is one of the fataleſt miſlakes, 
deſperation can hurry a man into ears 
all the reaſoning and religion of, the world, and 
itreconcileable with that patience under efflictions— 
that reſignation and ſubmiffion to the will of Gov 
in all-flraits, which is required of us. But if our 
crlamities are brought upon omielves by a man's 
own wickedne fr———fiill has he leſs io urge 
teall x reaſon has he to renounce the proteftion of 


7 Cd 


teach concerning the crime of taking away another 
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God — when he moſt ſtands in need of it, and of 
his mercy. 

Bur as I intend the ſubjeQ of ſelf 8 for 
my diſcourſe next Sunday, —1 ſhall not anticipate, 
what ] have to ſay, — but proceed to conſider ſome. 
ather caſes, in which the law relazing to the. life of 
our neighbour is, tranſgreſſed in different degrees ; ; 
all which are generally ſpoken of under the ſubject 
of murder, and conſidered by the beſt caſuiſts 
as a ſpecies of the ſame,—and in juſtice to the ſub- 
ject, cannot be paſſed here. 

Sr John ſays, Wnoſoever hateth his brother, 
is a murderer 3z—it is the hicſt ſtep to this ſin 
and our Saviour, in his fermon upon ihe Mount, 
has explained, in how many ſlighter and unſuſpected 
ways and degrees, —the command in the law,— 
Thou ſhalt do no murder, may be oppoſed, if not 
broken. All real miſchiefs and injuries malicioufly 
brought upon a man; to the ſorrow and dilturbance 
of his mind, eating out the comfort of his life, 
and ſhortening his days, —are this {tn in dilguiſe; 
——and the grounds of che Scripture expreſſing it 
with ſuch ſeverity, is—that the beginnings of wrath 
and malice, in event, often extend to ſuch great 
and unforeſeen effects, as, were we foretold them, 
we ſhould give fo little credit io, as to fay,—ls ih 
ſervant a dog, that he ſhould do this thing? - And 


though theſe beginnings do not necefſarily produce 


the worlt, (God forbid they ſhould) yet, they cannot 
be committed without theſe evil ſeeds ate firft ſown : 
| | | JN 


* 


186 SER MON XXXV. 
e cauſcleſs-anger (as Dr Glace obſerves) 
again his brother, — to which the apoſtle alludes.— 
ended in taking away his liſe: and the beſt in- 
Aruttors teach us, that, to: avoid a fin, we muſt 
avoid the ſteps aud: ie mptations which lead to it. 
Fr 1s/ ſhould: warn us to free our minds from all 
ebene of avarice- and deſite after what is another 
man's. Jt operates the fame way, —and has ter- 
minated too oft in the fame crime. And it is the 
great excellency of the Chriſtian religion,. that 
it has an eve to. this, f in the ſtreſs: laid upon the fi: 
ſprings of evils in the heart rendering us ac- 
countable, not only for our words, —but the thoughts 
themſelves, —if not checked in dime, but ſuffered t 
pri:ceed Nabe than the kielt mo'1ons/ of concu- 
piſcence. = 

YE bave heard, m ſays our Saviour, that 
1 was, ſaid by Ae of old lime, thou ſhali not 
Kii; —but 1 lay uno you, — Whoſoever is angry 
with bis brother without a cauſe, ſhall bein danger 
of the judgment; —— and wholoever ſhall ſay to 
his brother, Raca — hall be in danger of the coun- 
cil!—but wv Wade 8 {hall ſay, „ Tou fool,” — 
ſhall be in danger of hell fire. The interpretation 
ot which, 1 ſhall give:yowu in the words of a great 
frliplutiſt, De Clacke-——end is as follows: That 
the three gradations of crimes are an alluſion to the 
three different degrees of puniſhment, in the three 
courts of judicaure amongſi the Jews. And our 
davicur's meaning was, —That every degree of m 
com 


SERMON XXXV. 1787 
from its firſt conception 10 its outrage, —everysde- 
gree of malice and hatred, —ſhall receive from God 

2 puniſhment proportionable to the offence. Where- 
as, the 'oid-lew, according to the Jewiſh interpreia- 
tion, extended not to theſe things at all, —fotbade 
only murder and outward: injuries. /Wholdever 
ſhall ſay; **'1 hou fool,“ ſhall be in danger of hell- 
re. The ſenſe of 1 557 is not, that, in the ſtritt 
and literal accepiation, every raſh and paſſionate ex- 
preſſion ſhall be pumſhed with eternal damnation 3 
(for who chen would be ſaved ?)—but: that abcithe 


craft account in the judgment of the great day, e- 


very ſecret thought and intent of che heart ſhall 
have its juſt eftioation and weight, in the degtees of 
puniſhments which ſhall be aſſigned to _— one in 
hs final tate. 


TrERe is another ſpecies of this crime, aich 


1s ſeldoin taken notice of in diſcoutſes upon ihe 


ſutjoth, and yet can be reduced to no other claſs: 
n that is, where the life of our neighbour 
is ſhorteved, and often taken away, as directly 
2 by a weapon, by tne empirical (ale of nolicams and 
quack medicines, —which 1gnorance aud avarice 
bend. — The loud tongue of 1gnorance impudently 
promiſes much, —and the ear of the ſick is open, 

—And as many of theſe pretenders deal in edge- 
too!s, too many, I fear, pore” with the miſ- 
application of them. . 

So preat are the diſficulties of 0 out the 


didden cauſes of the evils to which this frame of ours 


18 
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is ſubject, that tbe. moſt candid of the profeſſion 
have ever allowed and lamemed how unavordably. 
they are in- the dark. So that the beſt medicines, 
adminiſtered with the wiſelt heads, — hall often do 
the miſchief they were intended to prevent. 
"Theſe are misfortunes to which we are ſübjedt in this 
Rajs of darkneſs:— but when men, without ſkill, — 


without education, —wihou: knowledge eicher of 


the diſtemper, or even of what they ſell, —make 
merchandize of the miſerable, ind from a diſhoneſt 


principle — irie with the pains of the unfortunate, 


—too often with their lives, —and from the mere 
motive of a diſhoneſt gain; ——every ſuch inſtance, 
of a perſon bereft of life by the hand of ignorance, 
can be conſidered in no other light than a branch of 
the ſame root. It is inurder in ihe true ſenſe; which 
though not cognizable by our laws, —by ihe laws of 
right, every man's own mind and conſcience mult 
appear equally black and geiellable, — 

Ix doing what 13 wrong,—we itand chargeable 
with all the bad conſequences which. ariſe tivm the 
action, whether foreſecu or not. And as the principal 
view of the empiric, in thoſe caſes, is not what he 
alwa\s preitends——the good of the public, 


but the good of himſelt, —it makes the action what 
It is. 


Uxozex this head, it may not be improper to 
comprehend all adulterations of medicines, wilfully 
made worſe through avarice, It a life ;s loft by 
ſuch wilful adulterations, —aud u may be altumed, 
| chat 
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SERMON XXXV. 189 
that in many critical iurps of an acute diſlemper, 
there is but a lingle calt left for the patient the 
trial and chance of a ſingle. drug in his behalf ;——if 
that has walfully been adulterated, and wilfully de- 
ſpoiled of its beſt vinues—wbal will the vender 


anſwer 2 3 enn ; 


Mar God grant we may all anſwer well fop! 
ourſelves, that we may be finally happy. Amen. 
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þ HE gevetal prejudices of the Jeuih nation 5 
. concerning the royal ſtate and condition of the 
Saviouk who was to "cortie into the World, —wa il Pf 
a ſtone of ſtumbling, and a rock'of ale to the 5 
greateſt part of that untiappy and prepoſſefſed people, 

when the promiſe was *Gaally Frlklied;—Whone, | * 
it was altogether the traditions of their Kit efs,— 155 


or that the rapturous expreſſions of heir. Srophen r 
which repreſented the MssTAH's ſpiritua! king= b 
dom in ſuch extent of power and dominion, miſſed N 
them into it, or, chat their own carnal expetia- 05 
tions turned: wilfal interpreters upon" them, Inclining 1 


them to look for nothing but the wealth and 'wortdly . 
grandeur which were to be acquired under their 
dehverer; - whether theſe-—5r that the ſy ſtem of X 
* re e hel pou: to cheriſh them i in this grols 8 
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| SERMON: XXXVI.. . 191 7 
and covetous expectatien, it was Une öf ihe 
you cauſes for the rejecting him.“ This fel- 

low, we know.mot whence He is, vas the po- 
pular cry of one part; and they who ſeemed to 
know whence he was, ſcornfully turned it againſt 
him by the repested query. Is tibd thithe car- 

mer, the ſon of Mary, the brother of James and 
Joſes, and of Juda and Simeon ?—and are not his 
iters here with us? Ard they were offended 
at him.—So chat, though he was prepared by Go 
to be the glory of his people Iſtael, yet the circum- 
flances of humiluy, in which he was manifeſted, 
were thought a ſcandal to them. —Sirange har 
180 he who was born their king, ſhould be born of no 
he other virgin thay, Maly the meaneſt. of their peo- 
Rita ple,— fol he hath xegarded | the low eflaie of his 
5 bend maiden z —and of one of the+ potreſt too. 
ple, for ſhe had not a lamb, to offer, —buc. was-purthed, 
th er Moſes directed in ſuch a caſe, by che oblation of 
a wile doye :— that the Sevicug of! then nation, 
m whom they expetted to be ulhered am dit them with 
ino ell the entigns and apparatus of royalty, ſhould be 
ny brought forth in a ſlable, and A Net to diſtreſs; 
EY —lubj: ed all his lite to the loweli ens 
t humans that wbilſt he hved, be ſhould not have 

5 h his h d wr or his corpſ: when he 
na ole to put his head n, nor his corpſe in 
eit died, but his grave, too, muli be the gift of charity'2 
5 beſe were thwarting .confiderations to thoſe 

5 who waited for the redempiion of Iirael, andlooked 
5 for 11 in no other * chan the accomplilhment 
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1:92 S RMO XXXVI. 
of. ſheſe gulden dreams of temporal power and fo. 
veteigniy M hich had: filled their iagigatons. The 
were nat tobe reconciled 31 and ſo infuperable 
zn zohſlscle was the prejudice an one (ide, to their 
dete an the other, that it fiterally fell out, as 
Sime og ptphetically declared af the MSSIlA U. 
chat he was ſet forth ſor the wy as well as the * 
again, of many in Iſrael. 2} 
„Anis, though inis caſe — 5 i 
vas hoever no excuſe for it. For, whatever 
cheir miſtakes were, the mitacles which were 
wrought .i in conttaditdlion to them. brought! conviction 
enoughb 10 leave them without excuſe nd beßdes, 
it was natural for them to have coneluded, had their 
prepofleſſions given them leave,-—that "hf who fed 
hye.thouſand with five loaves and two fiſhes, could 
not want power to- be great ; and there fote 
needed. not to appear in ihe condition of poverty 
and meanneſs, had it not, on other ſcores been more 
needful to confront ite pride and vanuy of the 
ee to ſhow. his followers what the tem- 
per of, Chriſtianicy was, by the temper of its fieſt 
inſlitutor ho, though they were offered, and he 


of che world. took upon him the form of a 
ſervant and, though equal wih Go, - yet 
made hunſelf of no reputation,—that he might 
ſettle, and be the example of, fo holy and humble 
a religion, and thereby convince his diſciples fot 
ever, that neither his * nor their happineßs, 
| were 


could have commanded them. .—deſpiſed. ho glories 
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were to be of this world! haus che Jews/niight | 


have eaſily argued but when there was nothing 
but reaſon to do it wich on one fide; and lte 
prejadices, > backed with interdſt; to -maintainy thi 
diſpute upon the other ue do nor finduthe 

is always ſo eaſily determined. n 
nity of our? Saviour's doftrine; and the might 

he wrought in us ſupport, ferry, 
ſlconger arguments ſor his divinity j| ham the 44 
ſpected lowlineſs of his condition could be agaiüſt ic, 
—yet the prejudice continued ftrong they had 
been accuſtomed to temporal promiſes z 
bibed to do their duty, — they could not ende to 
think of a religiop that would not promiſe as much 


| 35 Moſes did, roifil} their baſket, and ſet them high 


above all e $a + -xehigiots' whole” appearance 
was not great and ſplendid but looked thin and 
meagre, and whole principles and protniſes hee 
the curſes of their la:y==called "for lufferinge/ and 
promiſed petſecutions, 7 IGOR Of HINDI. 

ls we take this key atom with us through the 
N-w Teſtament, it will let ts into the Tpf1 tant 
meaning of many of our Saviour! 8 replies in his 
con fetencs with his diſciples, and others of the Jews? 
— 0 pat tieulaly in this place, Nlatt. xi. when 
Joie had ſent two of his *drſctpies to enquire,” 
Whether it was he that fhgoald come, or that they 
were to look for another P Our S* jour, 
paticulari'epe i this prejudice, anch the“ 


kcar dee knew had riſen agarnſt his religion, upon 
1 * this 
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-194 SERMON XXXVI. 
this worldly aetdrnt———after a recital to the mel. 


lengers of che many miracles he had wrought ; as 


thai the bhnd received their fight. —the lame 
walked, the leayers were cleanled,—the dead 
raiſed j—all which characters, with their benevolent 
ends, fully demonſtrated him to be the Meſſiah that 
was promiſed them: he cloſes up his | anfwer 10 
them, with the words of the text, And ble ſſed is he 


chat ſhall not be offended in me ble ſled 5 che 


man whoſe upright” and haneſt heart will not be 
blinded by wortdly' conſiderations, or hearken to his 
luſts and» prepofſethons' in à truth of this moment, 
The like benediction is recorded in the ich chapter 
of St Luke, and in the 6th of St” ohn; — when 
Peter: broke out in that warm confelſion of their 
belief-ALotd, we believe, — we ate ſure chat thou 
art Chrilt, the Son of the living Gop the ſame 
begedivhion- is uttere,—— though couched in dif. 
ferent words; —Bleſſed art thou, "Simon Barjona ; — 
for fleſh and bicod hath not tevealelt it, but wy 
Father which is in/heaven. Fleſh and bioot; 
the natural workings of this carnal deſire Ache l 
and love of the world have had no hand in this con- 
viction of thine; but my Father, and the works 
which I have wrought 3 in his name, —in vindica ion 


of this fathy— have eſtabliſhed thee in it, againſt 


which the gates of hell {hall not prev ail. 
Puls univerſal ruling principle, and almoſt 


invincible attachment to the interells and glories of 


che world, which we ſee lirſt made fo powerful a 
and 
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SERMON XXXVI. 495 
land 9 the. Aj Chriſlianity,—hus-contine- 
q to have ag ill an, effetl, at leall, upon ihe ptactiet 
of it ever lince and thezoforet there, is no- ane 
point of. wiſdom, that ; is of neater importance 49\us, 
chan to purify this. groſs appetite, and faſtrain 
u within bounds, by. lowering, our. high coneeub of 
the things of this life, and our concern for thaſe ad- 
yantages ; which miſled, the Jews. To judge 
juſtly of the world—we muſt ſtand at a due diſtance 
from it which will diſcover. to us the vanity 
of its riches and honutz, im ſuck, true, dimenſions; 
as will engage us to behave ourſelves. towards:them. 
with moderation. This is all chat is wanting o maltd 

us wiſe and good chat we! may be left to dhe 

full inlluence of eligion; to which: Chnſtanity? 

ſo far conduces, that ut is the great bieſſing, the pe- 
caliar advantage we enjoy under us inſtitution, 
that it affords us not only the molt, excellent precepts: 

of this kind but alſo it ſhows us thoſe precepts cons! 
irmed by moſt excellent examples,— A heathen! 

philoſopher may talk very eleganily about de ſpiſing 
the world, and, like Seneca, may pre ſctibe very 
ingenious les. to teach us an art be never exereiſed 

bimſelf:—— for, all the while he was ; writing in 
praiſe of poverty, he was enjoying a great eltate, 

and endeavouring to make it greater. But! if ever: 
we hope to reduce thoſe rules io prattice, it muſt be 
by che help of rejigion.—If we would find men, 

who, by their lives, bore witnels to their dectrines, 
we mall look for them among the abls and monu- 


ments 
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ments of our church. —amongii the firſt followen 

of their efucified Matter; whoſpoke with authorig, 

beeauſe they poke experimentally, Frm took care Met 

to make 575 words good, —by defpiſi ing the pe worth 

and voluntarily acrounting all things in it. ** I 
lef 


they might vin Chtiſt.—0 4 and 
apoſlies!—bleſſed were ye indeed, —for ye confer. 
red not with flefh and voodoo ye were not 
offended in him through any coniſiderations of thik 
world ;——ye conferred ak with fleſh and blood, 
neither . its fnaves and temptations, —— Nei | 
ther” che plraſures of life, or the pains of dea We, 
laid hold upon your faith, to make you, fall from; 
him.—Ye had your prejudicer of worldly grandeur, 
in common with the ben of your nation law, like - 
_them, your expectations blaſied 3 but ye gave 
| them up; as men a by reaſon and truch.— 
As ye kae all your hopes in this world io 
vour fanh, With bene. did ye. meet "the 
tertors of the world wich the ſame temper, —Na: 
ther the frowns and diſcountenarices of tae pill 
powers,—neither tfibulation or diſtreſs, or perſecy- 
tion. —or cold, ot  nakedneſs, r "Fore, —0of 
the ſword, could ſeparate you. from the love of 
Chrift, Ye took up your crofſes cheerfully, and 
followed him followed the ſame rugged way— 
tred the wine. preſß after him; voluntarily ſub- 
mitting yourſelves io poverty, —to puniſhment, — io. 
the feorn and the repfoaches of the world, which ve 
Knew vere to be the poriion of all of you Who engage 
ec 
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en preaching a m ler, ſo ſpoken, againſt by che 
Ws rorld,—fo unpalatable to all its paſſions and plęa - 


jan reaſon.” So that ye were, as one of ye expret., 
ed, and all of ye experinientally found, though ys 
ere made #3 the filth of the world, and t e oft. 
ering of all things, upon this account: yet ye 
ent on as Zenloully as ye ſet om, —Ye wete; not 
ended, nor alhamed of the; goſpel of Chriſt: 
00% Bphetefore ſhould ye? —The impollor and hypocrite, 
el Wight have been afhaned 5—the guilty would have 
nd cauſe for it: ye had.no.cauſe, ——thaugh 1,2 


13 . — Fn, 7 5 Ft 
e luffeted all, —ye gave ail (hat your ſincerity 


lelges and confirmations of your faith and warmeſt 
feftion for your Lord, Holy and bleſſed men! 

—ye gave all ;- when, alas! our cold and frozen 
feftion will part with nothing. for his ſake, not 
en with our vices and follies, which are worle! 
an nothing';—for they are vanity, and miſery, and 


o 


cqyn 
rlecu- 
>,—Of 
ve of 
y, and 


og dences as the apoliles gave of their aitachment to it. 
* U- | 


t,—" Pods, nor poſlelſions to forſake; — we have neither 
nich deres, or children, or brethren or ſiſtets, to be torn 


enges om. no rational pleaſure—or natural endear- 


vor. VI. * | ments 


* 

li + 
Aa 7.8" 
LA jr 


ſafes and To itteconcileable to the pride of; has. 


5 1 1 
5 
Ct 
© 
7 
0 
* 
1 
1 
of * 
x; 
# 
12 
Bp £7 


f tempracidtic—VYe preathed but what ye-knew,.. 
{your Yoreſt and uptight Hearts gave evidence, 
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d left you to ard gave your, lives at laſt as. 
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1988 | SERMON XXXVI. 
ments to give up. We have nothing to part vid 
ut what is not our intereſt to keep. our luſts aut 
paſſions. We have nothing to do for Chriſt's faly 
—— but what is moſt fer our own ;——that is— 
be temperate, and chaſte, and juſt and peaceab 
and charitable,—-—and kind to one another, 
So that, if man could ſuppoſe himſelf in a capaci 
even of capitulating with Gop, concerning th 
terms upon which he would ſubmit to his gove 
ment, and to chooſe the laws he would be bound 
to obſerve in teſtimony of his faith ;—it were in 
pollible for him to make any propoſals, which, up 
all accounts, ſhould be: more 6 HA to h 
intereſt, than thoſe very conditions to which we a 
already obliged ; that is to deny ourſelves ungodl 
neſs, to live ſoberly and righieeuſly in this preſe 
life, and lay ſuch reſtraints upon our appetites, a 
are for the honour of human nature,. ——the in 
provement of our happineſs, —our health, — 
peace, —our reputation and ſafety, When one conf 
ſiders this repreſentation of the temporal inducement. . 
of Chriſtianity, ——and compares it with the dik 
ficylties and diſcouragements which they encountel. 
ed who firſt made profeſſion of a perſecuted au- 
hated religion ;—at the ſame time that it raiſes lit 
idea of the fortitude and ſandlity of thoſe holy me! 
of whom the world was not wenhy——it fodly d 
miniſhes that of ourſelves—which, though it has a 
the bleſſings of this life apparently on its fide to {uf 
port it, yet can ſcarce be kept alive : And it v 
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Faith upon the earth. 


Lord, Amen. 
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my form a judgment from the little flock of religion 
hich is left. ſhould God ever exact the ſame 
fals unteſs we greatly alter for the beter, or there 
ſtould prove ſome ſeecret charm in perſecution, 
which we know not of —it is much to be doubted, 
If the Son of man ſhould make this proof 
his generation, «whether there wid be found 
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of 


As this argument may convince us, ſo * it ſhame 
us into virtue, that the admirable examples of thoſe 
holy men may not be left us, or commemorated by us 
to no end but rather that they may anſwer the 

10us purpoſe of their inſlitution, to conform our 
Nes to theirs ; that with them we may be partakers 
of a glorious mheritance, through Jeſus Chriſt our 
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SERMON XXxXVII. 


Penances. 


I JOHN V. 3. i 2 
And his commandments are not grievous, 


O,——they are not grievous, my dear audi. 
tors. Amongſt the many prejudices which, 

at one time or other, have been conceived 2gainf 
our holy religion, there is ſcarce any one which 
has done more diſhonour to Chriſtianity, or which 
has been nore oppoſite to the ſpirit of the goſpel, 
than this, in expreſs contradithon: to the words of 
the text, that the commandments of God are 
6 grie vous; chat the way which leads to life is 
not only {trait—for that, our Saviour tells us, — 
and that with much iribuiation we ſhall ſeek it 
but that Chriſtians are beund 10 make the worſt of it, 
and tread it baretoot upon thorns and briers,—if ever 
they expett to arrive happily” at their journey's end; 
and in courſe, —during this diſaſtrous pilgrimage, 


it is our duty ſo to renounce the world, and abliratt 
ourlelves from it, as neither to interfere with its in- 
te reits, 
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trreſls, or taſte any of the pleaſures, or any of the 
enjoy ments of this ife,— 8 | 
Nos has this been confined merely to ſpecula- 
ton, but has frequently been extended to praftice, 
-s is plain, not only from the lives of many legen- 
tary ſaints and hermits,- whoſe chief commenda- 
ion ſeems to have been, That they fled unnatural- 
& ly from all commerce with their fellow-creatures, 
and then mortified, and piouſly half ſtarved 
© themſelves to death; - but likewiſe from the 
nany auſtere and fantaſtic orders which we ſee inthe 
Romiſ Church, which have all owed their origin 
nd eſtabliſnment to the ſame idle and extravagant 
on. 195072 71950 5764 21 | 
hich 'N ok is it to be doubted, but the affeQation of 
rhich Nome ihiag like it in our methodiſts, when they deſ- 
{pel, ſcant upon the neceſſiiy of alienating themſelves from 
Is of ite world, and ſelling all that they have, —is not co be 
| areiſcribed to the ſame miſtaken enthuſiaſtic principle, 
ife is vhich would caſt ſo black a ſhade upon religion, as 
—— Wi the kind Author of it had created us on purpoſe to 
go mourning, all our lives long, in ſackcloth and 
ahes, and ſent us into the world as fo many faint 


audi. 
hich, 


zainſt 


of it, 
ever 


end; Within. | 
nage, Wl STranGe force of enthuſiaſm land yet not al- 
{rat Ftogether unaccountable. For what opinion was 


18 in- 


reits 


has not, at one time or other, been produced by 1g- 
brance,— conceit, —meiancholy ? A Mixture 


ants in quelt of adventures full of ſorrow and 
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„202 SERMON XXXVII. 
devotion, with an ill concurrence of air and diet, 
operating together in the ſame per on. When 
the minds of men har pen to be thus unfortunas| 
prepared, whatever groundleſs doctrine riſes up, and 
lettles itſelf ſlrangly upon their fancies, has generally 
the ill luck to be interpreted, as an illumination from and 
the Spirit of Cob; and whatever ftrange action fi 
they find in themſelves a flrong inclination 40 do- po 
(Hat impulſe is concluded to be a call from heaven joy 
and conſequently that they cannot err in executirgi tis 
Ix this, or ſome ſuch account, was not to be d vir 
mitted, how is it poſſible io be conceived, that Ch of 
ſtianity, which breathed out nothing but peace ard ad 
comfort to mankind, which profeſſediy took off „ kir 
ſeverities of the Jewiſh law, and was given us, u it 
the ſpirit of meekneſs, to eaſe our ſhoulders of 
burden which was too heavy for us z— that this rei ſer 
gion, fo kindly calculated for the eaſe and tranq u 
of man, which enjoins nothing but what is fiat for 
to his nature, ſhould be ſo miſunderitood ; or uf 
1 ſhould ever be ſuppoſed, that he Who is infinite cr 
happy, could envy us our enjoy mens ;—or tha ha 
Being infinuely kind, would grudge a mownful ph th: 
ſen er a little reſt and refieſhmeni, o ſizppon u of 
1pirits through a weary 'pilgrimage ;———or ibat en 
Mould call him to an account hereafier, becauſe, . ſe 
his way, he had haflily ſnatched at ſome ſugacii ce 
and innocent pleaſures, till he was ſuffered io , v 


up bis final repoſe I his is no improbable account] ſu 
aud the gary invitations we find in Scripture, % be 


0 grateful 


diet, 
When 
nale 
>, and 
erally 
1 from 
ation 
* 
aven 
1t-g1f 
be ad 
Ihn 
-& and 
oft the 
us. l. 
of ; 
13 tell 
zung 
iti avid 
Or wr 
ous) 
that 
ul pal 
5011 bi 
nat I 
uſe, u 
aciou 
N falt 
Count 
e, {0 


cateful 


SERMON XXXVII. 


203 : 


grateful enjoyment of che bleſſings and advantages of 


kfe, make it evident, 


The apoſtle tells us in 


the text. I hat GoD's commandments are not 


grie vous. He has pleaſure in the proſp erity of his 


people, and wills not that they ſhould turn tyrants 


and executioners upon their minds or bodies, and in- 


ſlict pains and penalties on them, to no end or pur- 
poſe That he has propoſed peace and plenty, 
joy and victory, as the encouragement and. portion of 
bis ſervanis; thereby inſtructing us,. that our 


virtue is not neceſſarily endangered by the fruition 


of outward things; but that temporal bleſſings and 


advantages, inſtead of extinguiſhing, more naturally 
kindle our love and gratitude to Gp, before whom 


11 15 no way inconſiſlent both to worſhip and rejoice. 
Ir this was not ſo, why you will ſay, does Gop 
ſeem to have made fuck pioviſion for our happineſs ? 
Why has he given us ſo many powers and faculties 
for enjoyment, and adapted ſo many objects io gra- 


uty and entertain them? 


Some of winch he has 


created ſo fair,. with ſuch wonder ſul' beauty, and 


haz formed ih ſo exquiſitely tor iis end, 


that 


they have power fra ume, io chum away hs ſenſe 
of pain, to cheer up the dejetted heart under poverty 
and fheknefs, and makeat go and remember. its mi- 


ſeries no more. 


Can all chis, you will ſay, be te- 


concilec to Gob's wiſdom, which does nothing in 


vain ? 


or can it be accounied for on any other 


ſuppoſition, but that the Author of our being, who 
bas given us ail things richly to enjoy, wills us a 
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SERMON XXXVII. 
comfortable exiſtence even here, and f more. 
over, ſo evidently io have ordered things, with a view 
to this, that the ways which lead to our future happis 
nefs, when rightly underſtood, he has made to be 
wavh of pleaſanineſs, and all bas paths peace ? 

From this repreſentation of things, we are led to 
this demonſtrative truth, then—That Gop never 
intended to debar man of pleaſures, under . certain 
limitations. . 

 TrxAveLLERs, ona ID] of the laſt and 1 
important concern, may be allowed to pleaſe iheir 
eyes with the natural and artificial beawies, of the 
country they are paſſing through, without | reproach 
of forgetting the main errand they were ſet upon; 
and it they are not led out of the road by a variety 
of | prolpełis, edifices and ruins, would it not be a 
ſenſelels piece of ſeverity to ſhut their eyes againſt 
ſuch gratificaicns? For who, has required fu 
fer vice at ther hands ? 

Tur humouring of certain appetites, where, mo- 
rality is not concerned, ſeems to be the means by 


204 


which the Author of nature imended to {weeten this 
journey of life, and bear us up under the many 


ihocks and hard juliivgs, which we are ſute to meet 
with in our way. 
reaſon, mu file up hi mlelf againſt fuuſhine and fair 
weather, and at other times expole himſelf naked io: 
the inclemencies of cold and rain, as debar himſelf 


reſerve ard melancholy, 


I: 


And a man might, with as much. 


of the innoceni delights cf bis nature, for afletled 
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Ir is true, on the other hand, our paſſions are ſo 
apt to grow upon us by indulgence, and become 
exorbitant, if they are not kept under exact diſcipline, 
that by way of caution and prevention, it were bet- 
ter, at ceriain times, to affect ſome degree of needleſs 


reſerve, than hazard any ill conſequences from 
the other extreme, 


Burt when almoſt the whole of religion is 1 N 


o conſiſt in the pious fooleries of penances and ſuf- 
ferings, as is prattiſed in the church of Rome, (did 
no other evil attend it;) yet ſince it is putting ge- 
gion upon a wrong ſcent, placing it more in theſe 
than in inward purity and integrity of heart, one can- 
not guard too much againſt this, as well as all other 
ſach abuſes of religion, as make it io conſiſt in ſeme- 
thing which it ought not, How ſuch mockery be- 
came a part of religion at firſt, or upon what motives 
they were imagined to be wide acceptable to Gos, 
b hard to give a beuer account of, than what was 
hinted above ;———namely—that men of melancholy 
and moroſe tempers,, conceiving the Deuy to be, 
ike themſelves, a gloomy, diſcentented, and ſortow- 
ful Being, ———beheved he delighted, as they did, m 
ſpleneuic and mortify ing actions, and therefore made 
their religious worſhip to conſiſt of chimeras, as wild 
and barbarous as their oH dreams and vapours, 
War ignorance and emhufiaſm at firſt intro» 
duced, —now tyranny and impollure continue to 
pon: So that the political improvement of theſe 
deluſions, to the purpoles of wealth and power, 1s 


made 
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made one of the ſtrongeſt pillars which upholds the 
Romiſh religion which, with all its pretences 
to a more ſtrict mortification and ſanttiy, when 
you examine it minurely, is little elſe than a mer 
pecuniary contrivance. And the trueſt definition 
you can give of popery, ——is,—that it is a ſyſten 
put together and contrived to operate upon mens 
weakoeſſeſs aud paſſiuns, and thereby to pick thei 
pockets, and leave them in a fit condition for in 
arbitrary deſigns, | 5 

Ad indeed that church has not been wantin 
in gratitude for the good offices of this kind, which 
the dottrine of penances has done them; for, in 
conſideration of 1s, fervices———they have raiſed i 
above the level of moral duties, and have at length 
complimented it into the, number of their ſacrament 
and made it a neceſſary point of ſalvation, 

By theſe, and other tenets, no leſs politic and in 
quifitional,—popery has found out the art of making 
them miſerable in ſpite of their ſenſes, and the plenty 
with which Gop has bleſſed them. TER 

So chat in many countries where popery reign! 
— but eſpecially in that part of Italy where ſhe half 
raiſed her throne, though, by the happineſs of 
its ſoil and climate, it is capable of producing: 
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earth ;—yet ſo ſucceſsſul have its ſpiritual direconf 
been in the management and retail of theſe bleſſing 


nd! 
ut ih 


that they have found means to allay, if not entire) petit 


to defeat them all, by one pretence or other. Some, 
| bittere 


SERMON XXXVII 207 
itterneſs 1s officiouſly ſqueezed into every man's 
up, for his ſoul's health, till, at length, the whole 
mention of nature and providence is dellroyed. - Ir 
« not ſurpriſing, that where ſuch unnatural ſeverities 
re praftiſed and heightened by other | hardſhips, — 
he moſt fruitful land ſhould be barren, and wear a 
face of poverty and defolation : or that many 
thouſands as has been obſerved, ſhould fly from the 
pours of ſuch a government, and ſeek ſheher rather 
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ſo many unreaſonable taſk-maſters, under whom they 
zn hope for no other reward of their induſtry, — 
but rigorous ſlavery, made flill worſe by the tortures 
f unneceſſary morifications.—I fay, unneceſſary 3 
becauſe where there is a virtuous and good end 
mropoſed, from any ſober inſtances of ſelf.denial and 
norti fic ation OG on forbid we ſhould call them 
nneceſſary, or that we ſhould diſpute againſt a thing 
—from the abuſe to which it has been put ;— 
nd therefore, what is ſaid in general upon this head, 
ill be underſtood to reach no farther than where 
be practice is become à mixture of fraud and 4yran- 
he hy Dy ; but will nowiſe be interpreted to extend 10 
1s Whoſe ſelf:denials which the diſcipline of our holy 
is urch direfis at this ſolemn ſeaſon, —which have 
een introduced by reaſon and good ſenſe at full, 
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ut thoſe of religion :—theſe, by reſtraining our p- 
petites for a while, and witlftrawing bur iboughts 
om grofier object, — do, by a mechancal eftect, diſ- 
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208 SERMON XXXVII. 
poſe us for cool and ſober refleflions,—incline us y 
turn our eyes inwards upon ourſelves, and conſid 
what we are, —and what we have been doing ;—h 
what intent we were ſent into the world, and whi 
kind of characters we were deſigned o alt in it. 
Ir is neceffary that the mind of man, at Ml | 
certain periods, ſhould be prepared to enter imo thy 
account; and without ſome ſuch diſcipline, to check 
the inſolence of unreſtrained appetites, and al 
home the conſcience, — the ſoul of man, capable as; 
is of brighineſs and perfefion, would fink down 1 
the loweſt depths of darkneſs and brutality... 
However true this is,. — there ſtill appears no oblige 
tion to renounce the innocent delights of our being 
or to affett a ſullen diſlaſte againſt them; — nor, in 
truth, can even the ſuppoſition of it be well admitiedi — 
for pleaſures ariſing from the free and natural er- aud 
erciſe of the faculties of the mind and body, uf u 
talk them down, is like talking againſt the frame and cell 
mechaniſm of human nature, and weuld be no levWnel: 
ſenſeleſs than the diſputing againſt the burning offi ihe: 
fire, or falling downwards of a ſtone. Beſides thi fert 
man is {o contrived, that he ſtands in need offif dec 
frequent repairs ;—both mind and body are apt u 
{ink and grow inactive under long and cloſe attention; ite 
and therefore mult be reſtored by proper recrurs It 
Some part of our time may doubtleſs innocently andi pot 
lav. fully be employed 1 in actions merely diverting; lar; 
—— and whenever ſuch indulgences become crimi-· Neal 
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pal, it is ſeldom the nature of the actions . — ; 


S— at the excefs, which makes them: ſo n: 


' But ſome one may here alk By-whin” Wande a 


we to judge ot exceſs in theſe caſes ? If tke en- 
juyment uf che farne ſort of pleaſure es may be dither 


innocent or guiſiy, according to tine uſe or abuſe of 


dem., {hall we be certified where the bonn. 
diries qie? Hot be ſpeculative enough o know 
how far we may zo wick lafety ? Il anſwer, 
tete are very few hu are not eaſuiſts enough to mak 
aright judginent in this pont. For, ſince one 
principalireaſon,” hy GOD may be ſuppoſed total 
low pleaſure in this world, ſeems to be for che re- 
e and recruit of our lot and bodies, which, 
like elocksmuſt he W Oounddup at certain intervals 
— wery man un ſerſtands ſo miich of ine frame, 
aud niechaniſm of Himieif, tio Kno how and when 
5 unbendd him(alf, wih ſach reiaxutons as are nes 
cellaty ta regain his mulical vigour ad cheec fue 
nels, without which it is impolliole he thould ei- 
der be in a diſpoſmion or capacity to diſcharge the 
ſeveral daties of his fe. — Here thew! the in 
becomes viſible. | mo 
WIEN VER We pay thiʒ la to gur appe- 

tires, any fuctner ib in is ſutn ient for the pucpoles 
for -which they were hrit granted, h: action pro- 
por: ionably | >fes ſom {hire of 11s innocence. Fnz 
larpl iſa ze of what is unnecelſirily ſpent on fach oc- 
cttons, is lo mch of the lite portion of our ume, 
vezltzently guan Faced, wien, ia pr idznc: we 
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20 SERMON XXXVII. 


ſhould apply beiter; becauſe it was allotted us for 
more important uſes, —and a different account 
will be required of it at our hands hereafter, 

Fo x this reaſon, does it not evidently follow, 
that many aklions ard purſuits, which are irreproach- 
ble in their own natures, may be rendered blames. 
ble ard vicious from this ſingle confideration, © That 
*© they have made us welleful of the moments of 
«© this ſhort and uncertain fragment of life, which 
„ ſhould be almoſt one of our laſt prodigalities, ſince, 
© of them all, the leaſt retrievable.*” Vet how 
often is diverſion, inſtead of amuſement and relaxa» 
tion, made the art and kulinefs of life uſelf ? 
Lock round, —— what policy and contrivance is e- 
very day put in practice, for pre-engaging every 
day in the week, and parcelling out every hour of 
the Gay for one idleneſs or another, — for doing no- 
thin or ſomething worſe than nothing ; and 
Ahat with ſo much ingenuity, as ſcarce to leave a mi- 
Dute upon their hands to reproach them? Though 
we all complain of the ſhortneſs of life. yet hos 
many people ſeem quite overſtocked with the days 
and hours of it, and are continually ſending out into 
the highways 7 a flreets of the city, for gueſts to 
come and take it off their hands ?—If ſome of the 
more Giftreſsful objects of this kind were to iit 
down and write a bill of their time, though parual 
as that of the urjuſt ſteward, when they found, in 
realiiy, that the whole ſum of it, for many years, a- 
mounted to liule more than n. they had 
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roſe up to eat, to drixk, — to play, and had 
laid down again, merely becauſe they were fit for no- 
thing elſe when they looked back and beheld 
this fair ſpace, capable of ſuch heavenly improve- 
mer *'! ſcrawled over and defaced with a ſuc- 
cellio; ... 10 many unmeaning cyphers, — 
Gov !—how would they be aſhamed and confound- 
ed at the account ? 

Wi1TH what reflections will they be able to ſug- 
port themſelves in the decline of a life ſo miſerably 
calt away, ſhould it happen, as it ſometimes does 


—that they have flood idle even unto the eleventh 


hour ? -We have not aiways power, and are not 
always in a temper, to impoſe upon ourſelves, When 
the edge of appetiie is worn down, and the ſpirits of 
youth{ul days are cooled, which hurried us on in a 


circle of pleaſure and impertinence, then reaſon and 


reflection will have the weight which they deſerve ; 
afflictions, or the bed of ſickneſs, will ſupply 
the place of conſcience ;,———and, if they ſhould 
fall, —old age will overtake us at laſt, and ſhow us 
the paſt purſuits of life, —and force us to look upon 
them in their true point of view, If there 18 any 
thing more to caſt a cloud upon ſo melanchaly a pro- 
Ipett as this ſhows us, —it is finely the difficulty and 
hazard of having all the work of the day to perform 
in the {aſt hour; of making an atonement 0 
God, when we have no ſacrifice to cfter him, bu 


the dregs and infirmities of thoſe Jays, when we could - 


have 10 plraſute in them, 
| | * 7 
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212 SERMON XXXVII. 
How far Gop may be pleaſed to accept ſuch 


laie and imperfett ſervices, is beyond the intention 
of this diſcourſe. Whatever Hreſs ſome may lay 
upon i, a death bed repentance is but a Weak 
and "EW plark to truſt our all upon. Such as it 
is; to that, and Gov's infinite mexcies, we Conmit 
them, who will not employ that time ard oppor» 
tunity he bas given, to provide a better ſecurity, 

THAT we may all make a right uſe of the time 
allotied us,— Gov grant, through the merits of 
his Son Jelus Chriſt, Amen. 
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On Enthusiasm. 
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For without me, ye can do nothing. 


n 


. Saviour, in the former part of this verſe, 
having told his diſciples.— That he was the 
vine, and that they were only branches :—intimating, 
in what a degree their good fruits as well as the ſucceſs 
of all their endeavours, were, to depend upon the com- 
munications with them; he cloſes the illuſtration 
with the inference from it, in the words of the text, 
— For without me, ye can do nothing. In the 11th 
chapter to the Romans, where the manner is explain- 
ed, in which a Chriſtian ſtands by faith, —there is a 
like illuſtration made uſe of, and probably with an 
eye to this, — where St Paul initructs us, —that a 
good man ſtands as the branch of a old olive 
does, waen it is grafted into a good olive tree; 
and that is—it flouriſhes, not through its own vir= 
tue, but in virtue of the root. — — and ſuch a root as 
is naturally net its own. 
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Ir is very remarkable in that paſſage, that 
the Apoltle calls a bad man a wild olive tree : not 
barely a branch, (as in the other caſe) but a tree, 
— which, having + root of its own, ſupports 
ſelf, „ its own firengih, and 
brings forth its own fruit, And ſo dees every 
bad man, in reſpett of the wild and ſour fruit of a 


reſemblance, it the Apoſtle} intended it, — 

he is a tree, — —has a root of his own,—and 
fruitfulneſs, ſuch as it is, with a power to bring it 
forth without help. But in reſpect of religion, and 
the moral improvements of virtue and goodneſs, ——- 
the Apoltle calls us, and reaſon tells us we are no 
more than a branch; and all our fruitfulneſs, and all 
our ſupport,—-depend ſo much upon the influence 
and communications of GOD. hat without him we 
can do noching, —as our . Savi6ur declares in the 
text. There is ſcarce any point in our religion, 
wherein men have run into ſuch violent extremes, as 
in the ſenſes given to this, and ſuch like declarations 
in Scripture, of our ſufficiency being of Go p; 
— —{ome underſtanding them ſo, as to leave no 
meaning at all in them ;—others,—too much: 
the one interpreting the gitis and influences of the 
Spirit, ſo as to delicoy the truth of all ſuch promiſes 
and declarations in the goſpel ;—the other carrying 
their notions of them ſo high, as to deſtroy the rea- 
ſon of the goſpel itſelf. ——and render the Chriſtian 
religion, which couliſts of ſober and coniiſtent doc- 


vicious and corrupt heart. According to the 


Uines 


crucifixion, 
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trines,—the moſt intoxicated, —the mait wild and 
unintelligible inſtitution, thai ever was in the world, 

Tais being premiſed, I know not how I can 


more feaſonably engage your attention this day, than 


by a ſhort examination of each of theſe errors: 
in doing which, as I ſhall take ſome pains to reduce 


both the extremes of them to reaſon, it will neceſ- 


ſarily lead me, at the ſame time, to mark the ſafe and 
true dottrins of our church, concerning the promi- 
ſed influences and operations of the Spirit of God 
upon our hearts ;—which, however depreciated 


| through the firſt miſtake, or boaſted of beyond mea- 


ſure through the ſecond, —nuſt, nevertheleſs, be ſo 
limited and underſtood, as, on one hand, to make 
the goſpel of Chrilt conſiſtent with itſelf, and on the 
other, to make it conſiſtent with reaſon and co.amon 


ſen le, * 


Is we conſider the many expreſs declarations, Wſ 


wherein our Saviour tells his fallowers, before his 
That God would ſend his Spirit, the 
Comforter, amongſt them, to ſupply his place in their 
hearts ;—and as in the text,——that without him 
they could do nothing: if we conceive them as ſpo- 
ken to his diſciples with an immediate view io the 
emergencies they were under, from their natural in- 
capacities of fiuiſhing the great work he had left 
them, and building upon that large foundation he 
had laid :—without ſome extraordinary help and 
guidance to carry them through, ——no one can dif. 
pute that evidence and confirmation which was af- 
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ples were illiterate men, conſcquenily unſkilled in the 
aris and acquired ways of perſuaſion.— Unleſs this 
want had been ſupplied —the frfl obflacle io therr 
labouis muſt have diſcouraged and put an end 10 
them for ever. As they had no lar guage but their 
cn, — without the gift of tongues, they could not 
| have preached the goſpe] except in Judea :—and as 
they had no authority of their own. - without the ſu. 
pernatural ore of ſigns and wonders, they could not 
vouch for the truth of it deyor d the limits where it 
was firſt trarnſatied, In, this work, deubtilefs, all their 
ſufticiercy and power of acting was immediately from 
God; ——h:s holy Spiri, as lle had CR 
| them, ſo it gave them a mouth and wiſdom, which 

all their adverſaries were not able 10 gainſay or reſiſt, 

So that, without him without theſe extraordinary 
gitis, in the moſt literal ſenſe of the words, they 
could do nothing. Bui, beſides this plain applica- 
tion of the ſext, to thole partic ular perfons and imes, 
- when God's Spirit was poured down in hat ſignal 
warner heid ſacred o this dey, —there is ſon:ethirg 
in them to be extended fautler, v hich Chriſtians of 


mill a clatm and tufl in.—and 1hat is, the ordinay 
ſſillance ard i Guences of the Spru of God in our 
he eris, for mural and virivous imy rovements the ſe, 
both in their ratures, as well as intentions, being al- 
together dificicut ficm ile others abe ve me niict ed 
— a CC1:- 


tetwards given of iis truth; as our Lord's diſci. 


» ages,—ar:d, I hape, of all denonunations, have 
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conferred upon the diſciples of our Lord. — The 


ba ane were miraculous gifts, in which the endowed per- 
{oa contribu: ed nothing, which advanced hu gin na- 


ture above itlelf, and raiſed all its projectile ſprings 
10 
above their fountains, enadling them to ſpeak and a& 
eir 
ſuch things, and in ſuch manner, as was impoſſible 
Not 
bor men not inſpired, and preternaturally upheld. 


F In the other caſe, the helps ſpoken of were the in- 
u. fluences of God's Spirit, which upheld us from fall- 


15 ing below the dignity of our nature: that di- 
e It 

vine aſſiſtance which graciouſly kept us from falling, 
eIr 
5 and enabled us to perform the holy profellions of 


ed Nor religion. Though theſe are equally called 
þ I pricual gifis,- they are not, as in the firſt caſe, 
" the entiie works of ine Spirit, —but the calin co-o- 
os perations | of it with our own endeavours : and are 


14 ordinarily what every ſincere and well diſpoſed 
de I Ctriftian has reaſon to pray for, and expect, from the 
1 lame fountain of ſtrengch, 5 40 has promiſed to give 


his holy Spirit to them that aſk it. 

ö Faonu this point, which 1s the true doctrine of 
ws our church, —the two parties begin to divide both 
1 from it 17 each other each of "them equally mii- 


o 
5 . 
» 
4 
g [1 
4 
ö . 
v4 
"© . 
+ \ 
, s 
3&4 
$ 3? 
. Ir 
z 1 
4 
1 
a 4 
- if 
_ 
4 
* 
= 
* 
k 
4 
. 
7 
! 
x 
* 
i 
{ - 


ufy oar nature, and enable us to ſerve and pleaſe 


M 5 Cop; 


8 Ie) . * 1 
D 5 


_ applying theſe pallages of Scripture, and wrelling 8 
4 them to extremes EQ Lally pernicious.— f 
5 To begin with ine firſt ; of whom ſhould you en- {1 
6; . quite the explanation and meaning of this, or of o- þ 
ö = mer LEXIS, „herein the aſſitance of God's ; | 
BE grace and holy Spirit is implied as neceſſary to ſanc- 10 
{ 


1 
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Gor ?—— They will anſwer, — That no doubt all 
our parts and abilities are the gifts of GOD, who is 
the original author of our nature, and of con. 
ſequence, of all that belongs thereto,-—** That as by 
him we live, and move, and have our being,” — 
we malt, in courſe, depend upon him for all our ac- 
tions whatſoever, —ſince we muſt depend upon him 
even for our life, and for every moment of its con. 
tinuance.— That, from this view of our ſtate and na. 
tural dependence, it is certain, they will fay,— We 
can do nothing without his help.—But then they will 
, that it concerns us no farther as Criſtians, 
than as we are men ;—the ſanftity of our lives, the 
religious habits and improvements of our hearts, in 
no other ſenſe depending upon God, than the 
molt indifferent of our actions, or the natural exer- 
ciſe of any of the other powers he has given us.— 
Agreeably wü this, —that the ſpiritual gifts ſpoken 
of in Scripture, are to be underſſood by way of ac- 
comodation, to ſignify the natural or acquired gifts of 
a man's mind, — ſuch as memory, fancy, wit, and elo- 
quence,—which, in a ſtritt and philoſophical ſenſe, 
may be called ſpiritual, —becauſe they tranſcend 
the mechanical powers of matier, and proceed 
more or leſs from the rational ſoul, which is a ſpiri- 
tual ſubſlance. | | 
WurerTHeR theſe ought, in propriety, to be cal. 


led ſpiritual gifts, I ſhall not contend, as it ſeems 2 


mere diſpute about words ;—but it is enough that 
tue interpretation cuts the knot, inllead of untying it: 
et 8 | aud 
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and beſides, explains away all kind of meaning in the 
above promiſes, And the error of them, ſeems tc arſe, 
in the firſt place, from not diſtinguiſhing that tlieſe 
ſpiritual gifts, —if they maſt be called ſo, —luch as 
memory, fancy, and wit, and other endowments / of 
the mind, which are known by the name of natural 
parts, belong merely to us as men ; and whether the 
different degrees, by which we excel each other in 


them, ariſe from a natural difference of our ſouls, — 


ora happier diſpoſition of the organical parts of us. 
They are ſuch, however, as God originally beftows 
upon us, and with which, in a great meaſure, we are 
ſent into the world, © But the moral gifis of the Holy 
Ghoſt, —which are more commonly called the fruits 
of the Spirit. cannot be confined within this 
deſcription, ——We come not into the world equip- 
ped with virtues, as we do with talents; —if we did, 
we ſhould come inio the. world with that which rob- 
bed virtue of us beſt title, both to preſent commen= 
dation and future reward, The gift of contineney 
depends not, as theſe affirm, upon a mere coldneſs of 
the conl{itution, or patience and humility from an in- 
ſenſibliiy of it; but they are victues inſenſibly 
wrought in us by the endeavours of our own Wilk, 

and concurrent influences of a gracious agent and 

the religious improvements arihng from thence, are 
ſo far from being the effetts of nature, and a fit diſ- 

poſition of the ſeveral parts and orgnaical powers 

gen us, chat the contrary is true; — namely, 


that the re im of our affettions and appetites, bu: 


M6 _ loo 
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too n2turally carries us the ether way. For this 
let any man lay his hand upon his heart, and reſleſ 
what has paſſed within him, in the ſeveral evnff th 
of - meekneſs, —temperance,—chaſtitvy,—and other 
ſelf. denials, — and he will need no beter argumen 
for his convittion . 1 0 | 

Tuts hint leads to the true anſwer to the above 
miſinterpretation of the text,. That we depend 
upon God in no other ſenſe for our virives,—jhan 
we deceſſarily do for every thing elſe: and that the 
fruits of the Spirit are merely the determinations and 
eflorts of our own reaſun,—and as much otir own 
accompliſhments, as any otker improvements are the 
effect of our own diligence and indufliry, 

This account, by the way, is oppoſite to the 
apolile's ; who tells us,. It is God that 
worketh in us, both to do and will, of his good plea- 
ſure. It ts true, — though we are born 1gnoran!, 
ve can make ourſelves ſkilful ;—we can acquire 
arts and ſciences by our own application and ſtudy. 
— Butthe caſe is not the fame in ieſpett of goodnehs, 
We can acquire arts and ſciences, becauſe we hi 
under no natural 3ndiſpoſition or backwardneſs to 
4hat acquirement, ——For nature, though it be cor- 
vupt, yet fill it is curious and buſy after knowledge, 
But it does not appear, that, to goodneſs and 
fanttity of manners, we have the ſame natural pro- 

enſity.—— Luſts within, and tempialions without, 
ſet up ſo Uirong a confederacy againſt it, as we are 
never able to Turmount by our own ſlrength, — 
7 . 8 . However 
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However firmly we may think we ſtand, the beſt of 
us are but upheld, and gracioully kept opright ; - and 

whenever («his divine afhiflance is wihdrawn,—or 
ſuſpended, —all hiflory, eſpecially the ſacred, is full 
of melancholy inſſances of what man is, whey God 
leaves him to bidiſelf, ibat he 1 even a thing 
of nought. 

WHETHER it was from a conſcious experience Gf 
this truth in themſelves ,—or, ſome traditions handed 
from the Scripture account of it; or that it was, 
in ſome meaſure, deducible 3 the principles 5 
reaſon ;—in the writings of ſome of the wileſt of 
the heathen philoſophers, we find the Rtrongelt traces 
of the petſuahon of God's aſſiſting men to virtue and 
probity of manners. — One of the greateſt maliers of 
reaſoning amongſt the ancients, acknou ledges, ihat 
nothing great and exalted can be atchieved, fine di- 
Vino offlatu ; ; and Seneca io the ſan:e purpole, 
—nulla nens bona fine deo that nq foul can be 
good without divine alſillance.— Nom, whatever 
comments may be put upon {uch - paſſages in their 
wriungs, — tis certain thole in Scripture can te- 
ceive no «tier, to be conſiſtent with themſelves, 
than what has Fog given. —-And though in 
vindication of human liberty, it is as cectain, ou the 
other hand,——that education, prec4p!3, examples, 
pious e and practical diligence, are great 
and meritorious advances towards a religious liate ; 
—yet the ſtate iiſelf is got ard finiſhed by God's 
grace, and the concurrence of his Spirit upon tempers 


Nad 
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thus happily prediſpoſed, and honeſtly making uſe 


of ſuch fit means: and unleſs thus much is under. 
ſtood from them, —the ſeveral exp te ſſions in Scrip- 
ture, where the offices of the Holy Ghoft, condu. 
cive to this end, are enumerated, —ſuch as clean- 
ling, guiding, renewing, comforting, firengthening and 
eſtabliſhing us, are a ſet of unintelligible words, 
which may amuſe, but can convey little light to the 
underſtanding. 

Tunis is all I have time left to ſay at preſent up- 
on the firſt error of thoſe, who, by too looſe an in- 


terpretation of the gifis and fruits of the Spirit, ex- 


plain away the whole fenſe and meaning of them, 
and thereby render not only the promiſes, but the 
comforts of them too, of none effe&, —Concerning 
which error, I have only to add this dy way of ex. 
tenuation of it, that I believe the great and unedi- 
fying rout made about ſanttihi cation and regeneration, 
in the middle of the laſt century, —and the enchuſi- 
attic extravagances into which the communications of 
the Spirit have been carried by ſo many deluded or 
deluding people in this, are two of the great 
cauſes which have driven many a ſober man in to the 
oppolite extreme, againſt which I have argued.— 
N aw, if the dread of ſavouring too much of religion 
in their 1 interpretations has done this ill ſervice, —— 
Jet us enquire, on the other hand, whether the affec- 
tation of too much religion 1 in the other extreme, has 
not miſled others full as far from truth, and farther 
| , from the cen on and ſobriety ef the golpel, than theficl}, 
| IA 
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I Have already proved, by Scripture arguments, 
that the influence of the holy Spirit of God is neceſ- 
fary to render the imperfełt ſacrifice of our obedi- 
ence pleaſing to our Maker. He hath promi- 
ſed to © perfett his ſtrength in our weakneſs,” +—— 
With this aſſurance we ought to be fatisied, —e- 
ſpecially ſince our Seviour hath thought proper to 
mortify all ſcrupulous enquiries into operations of 
this kind, by comparing them to the wind; „“ which 
6 hloweth were it lifteth 3 and thou hearel} the ſound 
„thereof, but canſt not tell whence it cometh;!! or 
« whether it goeth: — ſo is every one that is bqan 
« of the Spirit,” Lei humble gratitude acknowledgs 
the effect, unprompred by an idle curiohty to ex- 
plain the cauſe, ' . 

WE are told, without this aſſiſtance, we can do 
nothing; —we are told, from the fame authority, we 
can do all through Chriſt that ſlrengtheus us.—We 
are commanded to work out our own ſalvation with 
„ fear and trembling.” "The reafon immediately 
follows: „ for it is God that worketh in you, both 
* to will and to do, of his own good pleaſure.” —— 
From theſe, and many other repeated paſſages, it is 
evident, that the afliflances of grace were not iniend- 
ed to deſtroy, but to co-operate with the endeayours 
of man,—and are derived from God, in the ſame 
manner as all natural pqwers.—Lndeed, without this 
interpretation, how could the Almighty addreſs him- 
ſelf io man as a rational being ?—how could bis 

1 actions 
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athans be his own ?—how could he be conſidered 
as a blameable or rewardible creature ? 5 e 
Fon this account of the conſiſtent opinions of a 
ſober minded ' Chriſtian, let us take a view of the 
miſtaken enthufiaſt. See him oltentatiouſly cho. 
thed with che out ward garb of ſanRiity,' w autraft the 
eyes of the vulgar.—See a chearful demeanour, the 
natural” reſult of an eafy and ſelf-applaiiding heart, 
ſtudioully aveided as criminal. Ses his coun. 
8 tenance overſpread with a melancholy gloom and 
deſpondence; as if religion, which is evidently cal- 
culated to make as happy in this life as well a 
the next, was the patent of ſulleneneſs ad diſcon. 
tent, —Hear him pouring forth his phat ken eja-. 
culations on his journey, or in the ſtieets,— Heat 
aim boaſting of extraordimurfy communications with 
the God of all knowledge, and at the ſane time of. 
fending againf the common rules of his own native, 
language, and the plainer dictates of common ſenſe, 
— Hear him arcoganily thanking his God, that le 
is not as other men are; and with more than papel 
_ uncharitableneſ3, very liberally allottag the portion 
of the damned, to every Chriſtian whom he, par- 
tial judge, deems leſs perfect than himſelf. 
every Chrillian who is walking on in the paths of 
duiy with: ſober vigilance, aſpiring to perfection by 
progreſlive attainmenis, and feriouſly endeavouring 
through a rational faith in his Redeemer, to mak? 
his calling and election ſure. ST” 

Ire have been no ſeQs in the Chciſlian 
| world, 
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old, however abſurd, which have not endeavoured , 
ſupport their opinions by arguments drawn from 
dcripture, miſinterpreted or miſapplied. 


We had a melancholy inſtance of this in our 


ered 


of 


f raged | 
5 wh country, in the laſt century, — when the church 
q . Chrin, as well as the government, during that 


eriod of national confuſion, was torn aſunder into 
arious ſetts and factions; hen ſome men pretended. 
o have Scripture precepts, parables, or prophecies, 
plead in favour of the moſt impious abſurdities 
hat falſehood could advance, The. ſame ſpirit 
hich prevailed amongſt the. fanatics, ſeems, to have 
one forth among theſe modern enthuſiaſts. —Faith, 
he diſtinguiſhing charaReriſtic of a Chriſtian, is de- 
ined dy them, not as a rational aſſent of the under- 
landing, to truths which are eſtabliſhed by indifpu- 
able authority, but as a violent perſuaſion of mind, 
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a bat they are inflantaneouſ]y become the childcen of 
ene. Nod that the whole ſcore of their ſins is for ever 


loted out, without the payment of one tear of te- 


l | | 'S 
1 entance, —— Pleaſing dottrixe this to the fears and 


155 . Hhons of mank ird! promiſing fair to gain pro- 
par ies of the vicious and impenuent. „ 
—» | /a*D0xs and indulgencies are the great ſupport 
s el papal power ;——but theſe modern empitics · in 
n by 1g10n have improved upon the ſcheme, —pietend- 


g to have diſcovered an infallible noſtrum for all 
ncurables,—ſuch as will prelerve them for ever ;— 
nd not with landing we have inſtances of notorious. 
denders among the warmeſt advocates for linleſs 
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- perfeftion, ——the'charm continues powerful. em h 
Did theſe viſionary notions of an heated imagination the 
tend only to amuſe the fancy, they might be treatelf ch, 
with contempt :—but when they depreciate all morallifp 
attainments ;——iyhen the ſuggeſtions of a framic 
brain are blaſphtmouſly-aſcribed to the holy Spirit 
of Go ;—when faith and divine love are placed 
in oppoſition to praftical virtues, they then become 
the objects of averſion. In one ſenſe, indeed, many 
of theſe deluded people demand our tendereſt com 
pallion, — —whoſe diſorder is in the head rather 
than the heart; —— and who call for the aid of a 
Phy ſician, who can cure the diſtempered ſtate of tbeſ 
body, rather than one who may fſooih the anxieties 
of the mind, WES Hori ve e 
 Invpeev, in many caſes, they ſeem ſo much above 
the {kill of either, that unleſs God, in his mer. 
ey rebuke this ſpirit of enthuſiaſm which*is gone out 
amongſt us, no one can pretend to ſay how faru 
may go, or what miſchiefs it may do, in theſe king · N 
dams,—— Already it has taught us as much blaſphe- 
mous language, —and, if it goes on, by the ſamples 
given us 1n their journals, will fill us with as many 
legendary accounts of vilions and reveidtions, as we 
have formerly had from the church of Rome. And 
for any ſecurity we have againlt it, —when time 
; ſhall ſerve, it may as cffeQually convert the profeſ. = 
fors of it, even inio popery itſelf, —confiftent with 
their own prifciples ;—for they have nothing more 
to do, than to ſay, that the ſpirit which * | 

| | nem 
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n has ſignified, that the pope 13 inſpired as weil 
natio they; and conſequently us infallible —— After 
reatedhich, I cannot ſeg. how they can poſſibly refrain 
moralfÞping 40 mals, caaſiſtent wich their q minis, 
rantie ies. 
Spiri Thus much for theſe two oppoſite errors ; W 
lacedſſÞc examination of which has taken up ſo much time, 

:comeſſſſut I have n little left to add; but to beg of Goo, 
many II the aſſiſtance of his holy ſpirit, io preſerye us 
com-ſſhually from both extremes! and enable us to form 
ratherſfich right and worthy apprehevſions of our holy 
| of afſfeligion, hat it may never ſuffer, through, the 


\ 


of (heſfoolneſs of our conceptions of it, on one hand. 

teticrſſſe the immoderate heat of them on the other 37 
Ns that we may at all times ſee it—as it is, and as 

above was deſigned by its bleſſed Founder as che 
mer. Nvſi rational, ſober, and conſiſtent inſtitution chat 
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Eternal Advantages of Religion 
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Let us hear the conclu ſton of the whole matter, 
Fear God, and keep his commanaments : jor th 
2s the whole duty of man. 16 24 


HE wiſe man, in the beginning of this back 
| had propoſed it as a grand quety to be diſcul 
ſed, * To find out what was good for the ſons of 
© men, which they ſhould do under the heavens, all 
& the days of their tives ?”=——that is, what was the 
fitteſt employment, and the chief and proper bul 
nels, which-they ſhould apply themſelves 10 in th 
world. — \nd here in the text, after a fair diſcuſſion 
of the queſtion, he aſſeris it to be the buſineſs of te 
ligion. the fearing God, and keeping bis com 
mandments. This was the concluſion of the 
Whole matter, —and the natutal reſult of all his de. th: 
bates and ei quiries.— And I am perſuaded, the moreFÞ"em 
obſervations we make upon the ſhort life of man, % 
the more we experience, and the longer trials we pf ol 
have of the world, —and the ſeveral pretenſions iber 
offers to our happineſs ;—the more we ſhall be en- Nu 

| | gaped 10 
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ged to think, like him,. that we can never find 
hat we look for in any other thing which we do 
oder the heavens, except in that of duty and obe- 


long toce to God. lu the courſe of the wiſe man's 
amination of this point, we find a great many 
utiful reflections upon human affairs, all tending 
p 1Huſtrate the concluſion be draws; and as they 
re loch as are apt to offer themſelves to the thoughts 
" every ſerious and confiderate man, —I cannot de 
or thifciter than renew the impreſhons—by _ retouching 
be principal arguments of his diſconrſe—before 1 
-aceed to the general uſe and application of the 
book hole. 20 W | | 5 i 
diſcul IN the former part of his book he had raken into 
ons offi: conſideration thoſe ſeveral {lates of life io which 
ns, alben uſually apply themlelves for happineſs ; {i}, 
as theſt-learning—wiſdpm : — next, —mirih—jolliiy and 
r buſi Heaſure; — then power and greatneſs, riches and 
in thifhoſſeſſions.— All of which ate ſo far from anſwering 
uſſioſſe end for which they were at firſt purſued, 
of tea, by a great, variety of arguments>——he proves 
com em ſeverally io be ſo many, * ſore travels which 
f the God hath given to the tons of men to be exerciied 
is de. therewith ;**—and inſtead of being any, or all of 
moteſhem, our proper end and employment, or ſufficient 
an,—Þ our happineſs— he makes it plain. by a ſeties 
ils welpf obſervations upon the life of man, — that they are 


ons ier likely io end with others where they had done 
e en- Nu him. that is, in vanity and vexation of 
gaged n. | | - 
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Tun x he takes notice of the ſeveral accidents 
life, which perpetually rob us of what little ſweet! 
frution of theſe objekts might ſeem to promiſe u 
both with regard to our ende av ours and our perk 
in this world. n 

fk, Wirn tegard to our "endeavours, —— 
dos that the molt likely ways and means are 
elways eff=Etual for the attaining of their end; 
in gererat,-—the uimoſt that human counſels andy 
dence can provide for, is to take care, when 
coniend in a race, that they be ſwifter than thrlff 
who run againſt them ;—or, when they are to fig 
a battle, that they be ſlronger than thoſe whom 1 
are to encounter.—Ahd yet afterwards, in the nu 
chapter, he obſerves, Bat the race is not to the (m 
nor the battle to the fttong';———neit her yet br 
to the wile, nor yet riches to men of underlia 
ing nor favour to men of kill but time 2 
chance happen to them all. That there 
fecret workings in human affairs, which over-n 
all human contrivance, and counterplot the wil 
of our counſels, in fo ſtrange and unexpedted a 

ner, as to caſt a damp upon our en {chemes, 1 
warmelt endeavours. 

AND then, for thoſe accidents to which our pe 
{ors are as hable as our labours, ke obſerves | 
three things !=>——firſt, the natural infirmities of « 
bodies, — which at einitely lay us open to thel 
changes cf pain and ſickneſs} which, in ibe f 
chapter, he ſtyles wrath and forrow ; under whit 

| Wk 


lene ben a man lies languiſhing, none of his worldly 

joyments will ſignify much. Like one that ſing- 

h longs with a heavy heart,. neither mirih.— 

r power,. — nor riches ſhall afford him eaſe nor 

ll all their force be able fo to ſtay the ſtroke of 
aure,—** but that he ſhall be cut off in the midſt 

of his days, and then all his thoughts periſh.” mm 
Jr elſe, what is no uncommon ſpettaclte,—in the 
ill of all his luxury,— —he may waſte away the 
eateſl part of his life with much wearineſs and an- 
wſh; and with the long torture of an unrelenting 
ſeaſe, he may wiſh himſelf io go down into the 
ave, and to be ſet at liberty from all his poſſeſſions, 
dall his miſery at the ſame time. 

2dly, Ix it be ſuppoſed, — that by the firength 
{ ſpirits, and the natural chearfulneſs of a man's tem- 
er, he ſhould eſcape theſe, * and live many years and 
rejoice in them all,” which is not the lot of many; 
jet,“ he muſt remember the days of darkneſs ;' 


here ; 

ver. that is,. — they who de vote themſelves io a perpe- 
F * ul round of mirth and pleaſure — cannot ſo ma- 
4 e matters as to avoid che thoughts of their ſuture 


ate, and the anxiety about what {hall become of thera 
ereafter, when they are to depart out of this world; 


leir time wich other matters, —but that the remem- 


1 mance of this will ſometimes be uppermoſl, — ard 
”m brult itſelf upon their minds whenever ibey are re- 


Wired and ſerious.— And as this will naturally pre- 
ui to them a dark proſpett of ileir future happinets 
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that they cannot ſo crowd their heads, and hill up 
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it muſt, at the ſame time, prove no {mall damp andi ves 
allay 10 wha they would enjoy at preſent, N 
- Bur, in the third place, —Suppoſe a man ſhould mon 
be able to avoid ſickneis, —and to put the trouble of fe: 
t) fe thoughts hkewiſe far hom bim. vet there 
15 lomethirg elſe which he cannot poſſibiy decline; 
old age will unavoidably ſteal upon him, with al 
the infiemiies of ii hen (as he expreſſes ii Hun- 
6 the grinders ſhall be few, and appetite ceaſes.— 
„hen thoſe who look out of the windows ſhall b 
„ darkened, and the keepers of the houſe {hall tem. Ibe th 
4 ble ;”? when a man ſhall become a burden tobſet 
himſeif, and to his friends ;—when, perhaps, thoſe offffa th 
his neareſt celatons, whom he hath moſt obliged by eint 
kindneſe, (hall think it time for kim to depart, to creep 
off the lage, and make room for ihe ſucceeding ge- in ar 
Neraiions, 
Ay then, after a : linda funeral pomp of mournersmore 
go g about tice ſtrerts, —a man {hall be buried oulſſelve 
of the way, and in a vear or two be as much forpoidf 
ten, as if he had never exilted,— For there is no ie 
membrance (ſays he) of the wife more than the fool 
leeing that which now is, in the days to come, {halln e: 
te forgouen ; every day producing ſomething which 
{:ems new and range, to take up mens talk and won. 
der, and 40 drown the inemory of former perſons andMev 
actions, — 
AND I. appeal to any rational man, whether theleWona 
are not ſome of the moſt material reflections abou 
human atfairs, ——whic occur to every one wht 


3 de 
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p andiÞyves himſelf the leaſt leifure to think about them r 
Now, from alt theſe: premiſes put together, Solo- 
houldEmon infers this ſhort concluſion in the text, «That 
ble offi fear God, and keep-his commandments, 7 is the 
there ubole duty of man that, to be ſerious ia the mat- 
eline; Niet of religion, and careful abdhut our future Mate, is 
ithallf it which, after all. qur other experiments, vill be 
Tes it ¶ und to be our chief happineſs, - our greateſtintereſt, 
ſes.— ur greateſt” wiſdom, — aud that which moſt of all 
1all befſdeſerves- our care and application. This muſt ever 
iremeſſſhe the laſt refult, and the upſhot of every wiſe man's 
len tofſobſervations upon all theſe tranſitory things, and up- 
ole olſen the' vanity of their ſeveral pretences to our well. 
d byſſſÞcing ;—and we may depend upon it, as an everlaſt- 
 creephnz truth, —that we catifiever find what we ſeek for 
8 ge- in any other courſe, or any other object. but this 
dne; —— and the more we know and think, and the 
more experience we have of the world, and of our- 
ſelves, the more we are convinced of this truth, and 
led back by it to 1eſt our ſouls upon that God from 
ence we came. Every conſideration upon the 
life of man tends to engage us to this point. to be 
n earneſt in the concernment of religion; to love 
nd fear God; io provide for our true intereſt. 
nd do oarſelves the moſt effectual ſervice. by f 
levoting our ſelves to him, —and always thinking bf 
m.—as he is the true and final e of a rea- 
ſonable and an immorial ſpirit. ; | 
abou Ax p indeed, one would think it next to impoſſi- 
> whoſſle,—did not the commonneſs of che thing take off 
git Vo L. V 1. N from 
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from the wonder, — that a man, who ihinks at all. n 
ſhould let his whole. life be a contradiftion to ſup! ba 
obvious re flections. | hey 

Tur vanuy and KO RF? of worldly good uffe 
and er joy ments, the ſherineſs and unceriaigi *! 
of .life,—the unalterable event hanging over out jelie 
heads, that in a few days, we mutt all of us p bro! 
. Sito that place from whence we ſhall not rewrn 2 © 
— the « certainty of this, —the uncertainty of th; 
time when,—the immortality of the foul —he el 
doubiſul and momentous iffues of eternity, — ui 
eerrars of damnation, and the glorious things whic 
are ſpoken of the city of God, — are meditations {, 
obvious, and ſo naturally check. and block up 
man's way are ſo very intereſting, and, abo 
all, ſo unayoidable,—that it is aſtoniſhing hows 
was poſſible, at any time, for mortal man to have hi 
head full of auy thing elle. —And yet, was the (an 


perſon to take a view, of the ſlate of the world, I 
bow flight an obſervation would convince him, tha Wit 
the wonder lay, in fad, on the other ſide ;—ant the 
that, as wiſely as we all diſcourſe ard philofoptiz on!) 
de contemptt mund et fuga ſculi yet, for on ſiret 
who realty acts in the world —conliſtent with his own bad 
re flections upon it, that there arte mwulinudes uh cen 
ſeem to take alm at nothing higher and a; emp!y ſhar 
a thing as it. is, —are ſo daga led wiih | 1, as o thin) the 
31 meet to build tabet nacles of rell upon it,——atd fa be 
4 is good to be here. Wheiher, as an able enquiie 
ai 


110 1his paradox gue ſſes, - Whether ii is, that me 
| i 
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lo not heartily believe. ſuch a thing as. a future ſtate 
{happineſs and miſery, or, if they do, hac 
hey do not actually and ſeriouſly conſider i but 
offer it io lie dormant and inactive within them, —and - 


it all 
lo ſud 


= ſo are as little allected with it, as if, in truth, they 
er o elieved it not or rg they, look. upon it 
fusp trough that end of the pecſp-ttive which repreſents 
urn os 2s afar oll. 2 ſo are more forcibly drawn by 
f e neacer, though che leſſer loadſtone; — whether 
ee, or whatever, other cauſe may, be alligned for 
ai — he obſervation is inconteſtible, that the bulk of 
wid anking, in palling through this vale of miſery, — 
ons (ule it not as a well to retreſh and. allay, but 
up Ng 10 quench, and ſatisfy their thirſt ; winding, 
abuſer (os the apoſtle ſays) reliſhing earthly things, — 
ow I naking them the end and ſum total of their defies 


ve hülend withes and in one word loving. this world 
» {ad ——jult as they are commanded to love God; — 
d,-AIbbat is, with all their heart, with all their foul, — SE 
1, that with all their mind and itrength,  !- ut-this is, not 
aul dhe lrangeſt part of, this paradox, A man ſhall not 
piiz only lean and relt upon the world wich kis whole 
\r one irets bu, in many inlances, ſhall live-noto: iouſly 
s dnl bad and vicious; when he is reproved, he ſhall ſcem 
« v convinced; Aale e he is obſerved, he ſhali be a- 
pn named; — when he purſues his fin, he will do i in 
hin tbe eee, when he has Jane it, ſhall even 
d ſu be dillauafied with himſelf :—yet All; this ſhall 
quite produce no alteration in his conauft Tell lim he 
| weil tall one day die ;—— or bring the event Itill nearer 
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and fhow, that, according to the courſe of naturs 
he cannot poſhbly live many years,—he will. {1 
perhaps, —and tell you, he is convivced of that, x 


much as reafon and experience can make him: pr ih 
ceed, and urge to him that after death com "Mi 
judgment, and that he will certainly there be ded A 4 
with by a juſt God arcording to his actions; w 
will thank God he is no deift, —and tell you, vil of f 
the ſame grave face, —he is thoroughly convince , 
of that too;—and as he believes, — no doubt, 48 
trembles too: — and yet, after all, with all ihis con hi 
viktion upon his mind, you will ſee him fill pe h, 
ſevere in the fame courſe, and commit his fin vi R 
as certain an'cvent and reſolution, as if be knew H Ch. 


argument againſt it. Theſe notices of things, hov 
ever terrible and true, paſs through his underſland 
ing as an eagle through ihe air, that leaves no pal 
behind. —5 „ 
So chat, upon the whole, inſtead of abounding + 
with occaſions to fet us ſeriouſly on thinking, —ita} 
world might diſpenſe with many more calls of thi 
Kind';—and were they ſeven times as many as the}. 
are,—conlidering what inſufficient uſe we make 0 
thoſe we have, all, I fear, would be liule encugh u 
bring theſe” things to our remembrance as often 
and engage us to lay them to our hearts with that af 
. feQionate concern, which the weight and intereſt of 
them requires at our hands —Sooner or later, itt 
moſt inccnſiderate of us all ſhall find, with wo 
bee TO Scha. 


S they * 4 * . * 
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that to do tus effectually, is the whole diy of 
man. 

And I cannot conclude this 3 upon his 
words, better, than with a ſhort and earneſt exhorta- 
tion, that the ſolemnity of this ſeaſon, — and the 
meditations to which it is devoted, may lead von up 


so che true knowledge and practice of the {ane point, 


of fearing God and keeping his commandments, — 


d convince you, as it did him; of the indiſpenſable 


neceſſity of making that the buſineſs of a man's life, 
which is the chief end of his being, —the eternal 
MW happineſs and falvacion of his ſoul. 

Waich. may God Oe on the fake vf Jeſia 
Chrik. Amen. ö 
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Asa: A Thanksgiving Sermon, 
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2 chuO. xv. 26s: 


And they PR unto the Lord with a 114d voice, 
and with ſhouting, and with trumpets, and with 


cornets, —— And all the men . £ amp rejoice 
at the oath, \ 


T will be e to give a particular account 

of what was the cccaſion, as well as the nature, 

of the oath which the men of Judah ſware unto the 
Lord ;—which will explain, not only the reaſons 
hy it became a matter of ſo much joy tqthem, but 
likewiſe admit of an application ſuitable to che pur- 
Poles of this ſolemn aſſembly. =_ bit 
ABIIAn, and Aſa his ſon, were ſucceſſive king; 

of Judah. — The {irit came to the crown at the cloſe _ 
of a long. and, in the end, a very unſucceſsſul war, N iu 


which had gradually walled the ſtrengch and riches off 
his 1/2 pi 


{9 


e 


He 


on, 
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he emergencies of his country required, and ſeemed 
born to make Judah a viftorious, as well as a happy 
people. — The conduct and great ſucceſs of his arms 
ainlt Jeroboam, had well eſtabliſhed ihe firſt ;+ 
but his kingdom, which had been ſo many years the 
ſeat of a war, had been ſo waſted and bewildered, 
that his reign, good as it was, was too ſhort to ac- 


Nompliſh the latter, —He died, and left the work 


Voce, 
with 
otced 


count 
ture, 
0 the 
aſons 
„ but 


pur- 
kings 


clole 
war, 
es of 


Hz 


unkoiſhed for his ſon.— Aſa ſucceeded in the room 


Jof Abijah his father, with the trueſt notions of re- 


ligion and government; that could be derived cuher 
fioia reaſon or experience. His reaſon told him, 
thai God ſhould be worſhipped in ſimplicity and 


ſingle ne ſs of heart there tore he took away the 


altars of the ſtiange gods, and broke down their 
images, —His experience told him, that the molt 
ſucceſsful wars, inſtead of invigorating, more gene-“ 
rally drained away the vitals of government, —and 
a the beſt, ended but in a brighter and more ollen- 
atious kind of poverty and deſolation ; there fore 
be laid aſide his ſword, and ſludied the arts of culing 
Judah with peace. Conſcience would not ſuffer 
Aſato ſacriſice his ſubjeQs to private views of am- 
bition,—and wiſdom forbade he ſhould ſuffer them 
to offer up themſelves to the pretence of public ones 3 
—lince enlargement of empire, by the deſtruction of 
ts peopie, (the natural and only valuable ſource of 
ireagth and riches) was a diſhoneſt and miſerabie 
exchange, ——And, however well the glory of a 


conqueſt 


He was a prince endowed with the talents wich 


. Sa 


e 
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240 SERMON XL. 
conqueſt might appear in the eyes of a common þ 
holder, yet, when bought at that coſtly rate, a faik 
to his country would behold the triumph which 
tended it, and weep as it paſſed by him.—Amidl 
the glare and jollity of the day, the parent's et 
would fix attentively upon his child the would di 
cern him drooping under the weight of his air 
without ſtrength or vigour, his former. beauty an 
comelineſs gone off. he would behold the co 
of many colours flained with bloog, and cry, 
Alas! thev have decked thee with a;parent's pride 
but not with a parent's care and foreſight, 
Wiru ſuch affectionate ſentiments of government, 
and juft pringiples of religior, Aſa began his reign; 
——2 reign marked qui with rew Kras, and 
ſucceſſion of happier occurrences, than what had di 
ſtinguiſhed former dayt. » 33 
Tux juft and gentle ſpirit of the prince, in- 
ſenſibly ſlole into = breaſts of the people. —The 
men of Judah turned their ſwords into plouyh-ſhares 
and their ſpears into pruning hooks. — By 1nduliry 
and virtuovs labour, they acquired, what by ſpol 


I be traces ot their late troubles ſoon began 10 


wear out —The cities, which had become ruincm 
and deſolate (the prey of famine and the ſword) 
were now rebuilt, fortified and made populous, — 
Peace, ſecurity, wealth and proſperity, ſeemed 0 
compoſe ihe whole hiltory of Al's * 

: | | ah 


and rapine they might have loughi after long in vam. 
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da! what could then have been done more than 
what was done to make thy people happy? — 

Wuar one bleſſing was - wi:hheld, that thou 
ſhouldft ever withhold thy thankfulneſs ?—— * 

Tur thou didſt not continually turn thy eyes 
towards heaven with an habitual ſenſe of God's 
mercies, and devoutly praiſe him for ſetting Afa 
orer you ? | | | 

Wen not the public bleſſings, and the private 
enjoy ments which every man of Judah derived from 
them, ſuch, as to make ihe continuance of them de- 
firable ?—and what other way was there to effett it, 
than to ſwear unto the Lord, with all your hearts 
ard ſouls to perform the covenant made with your 
fathers 7 to ſecure that favour and intereſt with 
the almighty Being, without which the wiſdom of 
this world is fooliſhneſs, and the beft connetted 
ſyllems of human policy are ſpeculative and airy 
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ad di 


e, il. projetis.— without foundation or lubllance. The 
3 hiſtory of their own exploits and eſlabliſhmeni igce 
ares, 


* they had become a nation, was a ſlrong confirination 
uni of this doctt ine. 5 


pal Pur ioo free and uninterrupted a poſſeſſion of 
va cd Almigbiy's bleflings, ſometimes (though it ſeems 
* lirange to ſuppoſe it) even tempis men to forget him, 
nen either from a certain depravity and ingratitude of 
word nature, not to be wrought upon by goodneſs, or 
2, that they ate made by it 100 paſſionately fond of wie 


) Ty: preſent hour, and too thoughtleſs of us great Au- 
11 i thor, whoſe kind providence brought it abuut, 
"= Oy This 
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242 ON ERMON XL. 
Judah; 
done for them, in placing Abijah, and Aſa his ſot 


over ihern, and mfpiring them with hearts and talent 
Proper to retrieve the errors of the foregoing reig 


ſolemn and religious acknowledgment. fo God f 


rupied, to make them conſider whence it ilowed, 
and how neceſſaty it had been all along to their ſup 


which Retuboam had taken in the latter part of the 


This ſeemed to have been the caſe with the men © 
for ' notwithllanding all that God ha oY 
il pr 
ch e 
Den 
ſuits 
prince 
hole 
ile, - 
ce 
ircu 
U vic 


ſelh 


iche 


and bring back peace and plenty to the dwellings d 
Judah: —Lyei there appears no record of an 


foch fignal favours —The people fat down in 
thankleſs lecutuy, each man under his vine, to ei 
and drink, and rofe up to play ; mote folicitous i 
enjoy ther bleſſings, than to deſerve them. 

Bor this ſcene of trarquillty was not to Cubſif 
without ſome change :—and it ſeemed as if pro 
dence at length had ſuffered the ſtream to be inter. 


port. the Ethiopians, ever ſince the beginning 
Abijab's reign, until the tenth year of Aſa's, half 
been at peace, —or, at leaſt, whatever ſecret enmily 
they bore, had made no open attacks upon the king 
dom of Judah, And indecd, the” bad meaſure 


reign which immediately preceded theirs, ſeemel 
o have ſaved the Ethic prans the trouble. For 
Reboboaw, though, in the former part of his reigh | 
he dealt witely ; yet when he had eſlabliſhed bn 
kingdom, and {trengibened himſelf, he torſo 
the laws of the Lord; he forſook the counidl 
which the old men gave him, and took counſel * | 
the 
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men! ng zh hi | 
*. g he young men which were brought up with him and 
\is {or ood before him. Such ill adviſed meaſures, in 


probability, bad given the enemies of Judah 
ch deciſive adv antages over her, that they had ſat 
ben contented, and for many years enjoyed che 
quits af their acquiſitions, But the friendſh'p of 
rinces; is elde made up of beter materials than 
hoſe which ate every day to be ſeen in private 
le, in, which, ſincerity and affettion are not at 
| conſidered. as, ingredients. Change of uae and 
rcumllanges,, produces a change of councils and be- 
viour, Judah, in length of tune, had become a 

elk temptation, and was worth fighting for. Her 
iches and plenty. might firſt make her enemies covet, 
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ſubſi 


provi 


inter. 

ou d then the remembrance of how cheap and eaſy a 
ir ſup "cy the had formerly. been, n make them not 
ing! loubt of obtaining. 


By thele apparent motives, (or I Gan: 
ho ſometi mes overtules the. heart of man, was plea- 


8, ha 


i 
"kin ed io turn them by. ſecret ones, to the: purpoſes of his 
aura i{dom) the ambition of the Ethiopians revived, — 
of te With an hoſt of men, numerous as the ſand upon 
eemell be ſea- ſhore in mullitude.—iley bad left their 
Farſſſeountry,—and were coming ſorwards 10 invade 


em, — M hat can Judah propoſe to do in ſo terrify- 


reigr 
+ ing a criſis? — here can ſhe betake herſelf for re- 


ed h 


orſockoge? — On one hand, hec religion and laws are too 
ounielyrecious to be given up, or trulted to the hands of a 
wil ranger; — and, on the other hand, how can ſo 


tel a kingdom, jail recevering Arength, ſurrounded | 


by 
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by an army of a thouſand thouſand: men, be ſides 

chariots and horſes, be able to withſtand ſo powerful 

a ſhock ?——But here it appeared, that thoſe whe, 

in their proſperity, can forget God, do yet remember: 

him in the day of danger and diftrefs/;«and can be; 

gin with 'comfort io depend upon his providence; 

when with comfort they can depend upon nothing 

elſe. For when Zerah, the Ethiopian, was come 

into the valley ef Zephatha at Marethag Aſa, and all I ere 
the men of Judah and Benjamin, went out againſt N nd 

. him ;——2nd as they west, they cried mighiihy with 
L unto God. And Aſa prayed. for his people, and: and 

| he ſaid,—* O Lord] it is nothing with thee 10 help, . 

whether with many, or with them that have noe" 

power help us, O Lord our God; for we reſt in I P% 

thee, and in thy name we go againft this.mulicuge, i Ane 

- Lord, thou art our God: let not man prevail four 

againſt thee,” Succeſs almoſt ſeemed a debt due to If 

the piety: of the prince, and the contrition of his dit 

people. So Gad ſmote the Ethiopians, and they e. 

8 could not recover themſelves :;—for they were ſcai- we 

1 tered, and uiterly deſtroyed, before the Lord, and l 

before his hoſt, And as they returned to Je- pul 

_ ruſam from purſving,—behold the Spirit of Ibte 

Gop came upon Azariab, the ſon of Oded. And ller 

he went out to mee Ala, and he ſaid unto him, — the 

| Hear ye me, Aſa, and ail Judah and Bexjamin ;— bee 

. the LORD is with you, whilſt ye are with him; {al 

4 | and if ye ſeck him, he will be found of you, — but wh 

1 if ye lerlake bim, he will forſake 1 00 
Vil cou 


SERMON XL. 245 
could more powerfully call home the conſcience, then 
Jo timely an expoſtulaion. The men of ſudab and 
Benjamin, ſtruck with a ſenſe of their late deliver- 
M ance, and the many other felicities they had enjoyed 
fince Ala was king over them, they gathered them- 
ll ſelves together at Jeruſalem, in the third month, in 
the fifteenth year of Aſa's reign ;—and they enter- 
ed into a covenant to ſeek the Lo:d God of their fa. 
thers, with all their heart, and with all their ſoul: 
and they {ware unto the Lord with a loud voice, and 
iy with ſhouting, and with trumpets, and with cornets, 


Ind all Judah rejoiced at the oath. „ 
Ox x may obſerve a kind of luxuriety in the de. 
ſcription which the holy hiſtorian gives of the tran. 
in {port of the men of Judah upon this occaſion. | 
And ſure, if ever matter of joy was {o reaſonably 
founded, as to excuſe any exceſſes in the expreſſions 
of it. this was one :—ſor without it,—the con- 
duion of Judah, though otherwiſe the happieſt, 
would have been, of all nations under heaven, the 
molt miſerable, . 8 
Lear us ſuppoſe a moment, inſtead of being re- 
pulſed, that. the enterpriſe of the Ethiopians had 
proſpeced againſt them; like other grievous di- 
llempers, where the vitals are firſt attacked, — Aſa, 
their king would have been ſought after, and have 
deen made the ficlt ſacrifice. He mult either have, 
:— fallen by the 1word of battle, or ex2cuiion 3, o 
-but what is worſe, he muſt have ſurvived the ruin of his, 
hing Ncoumry by flight,—and worn ont the remainder of 


ould Yai. I. Q nes 
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his days in ſorrow, for the afMliQions which wel ” 
come upon 1, In onde remote cotner of the world, tu 
the- good king would: have hear d'vhe” partieufary of of Wl ©: 
Judah's deſttuctiog. He would have been told how WY 10 
ibe country, which had become deat io him by tis his 
paternal care, was now utterly laid walle, ind aft hs un 
labour Joſſ rene d the ſegces which protefied i it 
tre tort up, ard the tender plant within, which he 
had ſo löng ſhelteted, was" 'eruetly* amdden under jet 

ot and deveured. He woufd hear how Zeta, 
the Ethiopia, when he had ovetihrowu iht king. 
dom, ibought himſelf bound in conſtjeneet Geer 
throw the religion of it ioo, ànd effabiſn his 6 f 
idolatrous one in iis ſtead : That, in Purfuante 
of this, the holy religion, which Aft had teformetl, 
had begun every where to be evil e Of of, in 
evil entteated.· : 0 8 
Tur it vas firſſ baniſhedl from chk edge _ 
King's houſe, and the midfl of Jerufalein, and 
then fled for ſafeiy out of the way into He ndert 
neſs, and found no city to dwell' in: That Zeiiff 
had rebuilt the altars of the "firange gods, Which 
2 pieiy had broken down, Land fer up, "their 
es :—— Thar bis commandment was i 

— all mould fall down and worſhip the idol ke hi 
made :— That, io complete the tale of their"itiſcries" 
there was no proſpett of deliverance for any bi 
the worſt of his ſubjctts ;—thoſe who, i in his 1 
had either leaned in cheir hearts towards theſe ido 
| latries,——or whoſe principles and moral W 
mie 
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0. Lach, thac all religions ſuited them alike ; but that 
1 the honeſt and conſcientious men of Judah, unable 
10 beheld ſuch abominations, hung do vn every man 
te bis bead like a-bulruſh, and put ſackcloth and alhes 
ik under him. 

au Tais pitture of Judah's deſolation migbt be 
1; I fome reſemblarce of what every one of Aſa's fub- 
ger jets would probably form to himſelf, the day he ſo- 
4M: lemnized an exemption from it. And the tranſport 
ik. was natural. To ſweer unto the Lord with a loud 
er: voice, and with ſhouting, and with trumpets, and 
du with cornets to rejoice at the oath which ſecured 
ane I tbeir future peace, and celebrate it with all external 
marks of gladne ſs. 

I Have at length gone through the ſtory, which 
ve the occaſion to this religious att which is re- 


5 Ahe corded of the men of Judah i in the text, 

and . IE ETIE VE there is not one, in ſacred ae 
aer: lat bids fairer for a parallel io our own times, or 
Zeil kat would admit of an application more ſuitable 10 
Inet be folemnuy of this day. | ne 

o ien Bur men are apt to be firuck with ikenelfesh 8 
5 > different a manner, from the different points of 
be hülien in which they ſtand, as well as their diverſity 


lente | judgments, that it is generally a very unacceptable 


iy ds iece of officiouſneſs to fix any certain degrees of te- 
roach. 
+ Ix this caſe it ſeems ſufficient, that thoſe ah | 


il diſcern the leaſt reſemblance, will diſcern 
gh io make them ſeriruſly comply with the de- 
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volion of the — and thas choſe Mt gre ae th 


vices of the craſty ; ſo chat their mop could vp 

erform their enterpriſe.— Though, this event, 0 9 
many reaſons,” will ever be told amongll the feliclle 
of cheſe days j-——yet for none more ſo,— 77 — thay 
that it has given us a freſh mark of. the continua 
of Cop Almighiy's favout to u -= „ part 


that great complicated bleſſing for which. we are & 


| thered together to return him thanks. 5 * 
Lr us; therefore, I beſeech you, endeavour 1 1 
do it in the way which. becomes wile men, au ns 
e is likely to be molt acceptable and iH he 
s,—to purſue the intentions of his providence, i 1 595 
as us the occaſion to become beuer me 
and, by a holy and an honeſt converſation, mi. 
l capable of enjoy ing what Go has d,. 
for us. In vain ſhall we celebrate the day wi, --; 
a loud voice, and with ſhouting, and with trumpeſf v 


if we do rot do it likewiſe with the internal af - ' 
more certain marks of ſiceruy, a reformauy - 
and purity in our manners. It is impollible a ſinf 


people can cithe; bo grateful 10 GOD, or prope 
10! 
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ha WET di 
Q | 7 wi * to our — to, life their 
;ally hands a aga a us, who muſt ar Shake if ws, forſake 


0 ; aſp wichemnels againſt; us, can only be 
9 050 e «do's towards Goo. . 
| ok if ey did pot think we did 1 they duc 


„ io 

Pi 0185 we could periſh. : 
ba EASE, therefore, to da evil for by follos= 
15 | ing fighteoulheſs,: -you will make ihe Ph of your 


Enemies" faitit'; © they will turn their backs againſt 
Jour ihdignarion,—and theirr/ weapons will fall 
from their MH d 

| Won may Goo grant, through the merits 
and mediation” of his Son Jesus Curr; to 


181 137 
be e all honour, Se. Amen. 
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Follow Peace. 


Hranews 3 X11. 14. 


Follow peace with all men, and holinefs, ®ithout 
fich no man all ſe: the Lord. | 


T great end and deſign of our holy religion, 
1 next to the main view of reconciling us to, 
Gop, was to reconcile us to each other; by 
teaching us to ſubdue all thoſe unfriendly diſpoſitions 
in our nature, which unfit us for happineſs, and the 
ſocial enjoyment of the many bleſſings which God 
has enabled us io pariake of in this do rt miſerable 
as it is in many reſpects. Could Chriltianity 
perſuade the profeſſors of it ee ch temper, and 
engage us, as its dottrine requires, io go on and ex- 
alt our natures, and after the ſubdullion of the molt 


unfriendly of gur paſſions, to plant, in the room of 


them, all thoſe (more natural to the foil) humane 
and benevolent inclinations, which, in imitation of 
the per fections of Gov, ſhould diſpoſe us to extend 
our love and goodueſs to our fellow- creatures, ac- 


cording 


% 


cord! 
ner a 
1 
ed, 
mit 
ſhou 
B 
fron: 
with 


p ˙ $14 oct 


rording to the ex:ent of our at x io like man- 
ner as ihe gaodneſ of Gb extends u le f over all the 
works of the creation: could this be accompliſh. 
ed, the world wouid be. worth ping in: und 


e of wha we 


| might be conſidered by us as a foret; 
ſhould enter upon hereafier., 
Bur ſucheæ fyſtem; yon with ey, ie merely vi- 
ſionary Hand conſidering man is q creature ſo beſet 
wy lellilhneſs, and other freitut polli pus that pro- 
** peuſiiy. prompis him 10, — though it is ta be wilheds: 
un is not to be expeded.— Bui Our, religion enjoins us 
10 approach as near this fair pattern as we can; and 
if it be pollivle, as much as lieth in us, e tive 
peaceably wich all men; where the. 1722 if poſed: „ 
by Ion, implies it may, not oely be difficylt, but 
4 fomeumes impoſſible. Thus che. werds of the text, 
he | ——Follow peace, —+may, by, ſame .he;choughy, 
54 2 imply,—thac this deſiraple ble ing may ſometimes 
ble ly from us :—but Hill we are equine 40 fallow it, 
and not ceaſe the. Purſuit, till ue haye uſed all 
We $5 ethpds to regain. and Edtle, it :—bes, 
N cayle e, "adds the apoſtle, without, this frame of mind, - 
in 0 wan dh all fee thi Leid. For heaven is the te- 
EK Sion, as well as the recompence, of peace and bene - 
volence. ; and; ſuch as do not defire and, promoie it uh 
of here, are not qualified to enjoy it hereafter... 6 
F. OR dis cauſe,, in Scripture language,. 
peace is always ſpoke of as the. great and compre- 
hecfive blefling, which included in it all manner of 
n 
4 kappineſ, end to wiſh peace to any houſe of 
O 4 | perſons 
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perſon, was, in one word, to wiſh: ;themcall that wa 
good and- deſirable. . Becauſe har pine ſa conſiſt 
in the inward complacency and ſatis faction of the 
mind; and he who has ſuch a diſpaſition of ſoul, a 
to acquieke and reſt contented with:all the events of 
Providence, can want nothing this world can give 
him. Agreeable o this, that ſhert, but 
moſt compiehenſive hymn, ſung by angels at our 
Saviour's birth, declaratory of the j oy and happy 
ends of his incarnation, —after glory, in the firſt, tg 
Gop,—the next note which ſounded, was, Panes 
upon earth, and good. will io men. lt was a public 
wiſh of happineſs to mankind, and implied a ſolemn 
Charge to purſue the means that would ever lead to 
u. And in truth, the good tidings of the goſpel 
are nothing elſe but a grand meſſage and embaſly.of 
peace, to let us know that our pany; 4. Joo. in 
heaven. 
nn prophet Ifaiab i our | li be Pane 
of Peace, long beſore he came inio the world; and 
to anſwer the title, he made choice to enter into it ata 
ume when all nations were at peace-with each otbet; 
which was in the days of Auguſtus when ihe 
temple of Janus was ſhut, and all the alarms of war 
were huſhed and ſilenced throughout the world.— 
At his birch, the hoſt of heaven detcended. and pro- 
claimed peace on earth, as the beſt ſtate od temper 
the world could be in to receive and welcome the au- 
thor of it. His future converſation and doftrine, here 
upon earth, was every way y agreeable with. his pea fy 
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able entrance upon it; —the whole courſe of his 
life being but one great example of meekneſs, peace 
and patience, At his death, it was the only legacy: 
he bequeathed to his fol lowe rs. My peace J give 
unto you. How far chis has taken place, or been 
actually enjoyed, —is not my intention to enlarge 
upon, any farther than juſt to obſerve how precious 
a bequeſt it was, from the many miſeries and cala- 
mities which have, and ever will, enſue from the 
want of it. If we look into the larger circle of che 
world ;— what deſolations, difſvjutions of govern- 
ment, and invaſions of property !—what rapine, 
plander, and profanation of the moſt ſacred righis of 
mankind, are the certain unhappy effefts of it! 
Fields dyed in blood, ——the cries of orphans and 
widows bereft, of their belt help, too fully infleutt 
s. Look inte private life; behold how good 
and pleaſant a thing it is to live together in unity: 
——it is like the precious ointment poured upon 
che head of Aaron, tha run down to his ſkirts;— 
importing, that this balm of life is felt and enjoy ed, 
not only by governors of kingdoms, but is derived 
down to the loweſt cank of lite, and taſted in the 
moſt private receſſes; all, from. the king to the 
peaſant, are refreſhed wich its bleſſings, without 
which, we can find no comfort in any thing this 
world can give.—lIt is this bleſſing gives every one 
to fit quieily under his vine, and reap the fruits of 
his labour and induſtry, —in ene word—which be- 
ſpeaks: who is the beſlower of it. li is that only 
1 3 which 
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| and the devil; which ſet up ſo ſtrong a confede. 
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which keeps up the harmony and order of the word, Ne 
and preſerves every thing in it from ruin and con. and 


fuſion, | 
Turk is one ſaying of our Saviour's recorded ſuch 
by St Matthew, which, at firſt fight, ſeems to carry the : 
ſome oppoſition to this dottrine l came not to oh 


ſend peace on earth, but a ſword, —But this reaches 
no farther than the bare words, not entering ſo deep wen 
as to affect the ſenſe, or imply any contradiction; 
intimating only, —that the preaching of the golpel 
will prove. in the event, through ſundry unhappy 
cauſes, —ſuch as prejudices, the corruption of men's 
hearis, a paſſin for idolatry and ſuperſtition, — 
the occaſion of much variance and diviſion, even 
among! neareſt relations \—yea, and oft. times of 
bodily death, and many calamines and perſecutions, 
which aQuually enſued upon the firſt preachers and 
followers of ir. Or the words may be underſſood, 
as a beautiful deſcription of the inward conteſts 
and oppoſition which Chriflianuy would oecafion 
in the heart of man, from its oppoſitions to the 
violent paſſions of-our nature, which would engage 
us in a perpetual warfare, This was not only a 
{word,—a divifion betwixt neareſl kindred ; but it 
was dividing a man againſt himſelf; ſetting up an 
oppoſition to an intereſt long eflabliſhed, ſtrong 
by najure,—more ſo by uncontrelled cuitom.— 
This is verified, every hour, in the flruggles for 
mallery betwixt the principles of the world, the fleſh, 


racy 


at 
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orld; i ney. that there, is need of all (he helps which reaſon 
con, zd Chriſtianity can offer to bring them down, 
* Bor this eontention is not that againſt. Which 
der I ſoch exhortationg in the goſpel are levelled; o 
-arry de Scripture mul. be ſqterpreted by Scripture, and 
ot to be made conſillent wich irfelf.—And we find, the 
che J üſsinguiſhing mark and dottfine; by which all men 
deep were 10 know: wha were Chtifl's diſciples, —was 

that benevolent frame of mind towards all our fellow. 


el Genuroe; which, by itſelf, 1s A ſufficient ſecurity for 
ppy Ine particular, ſocial duty here recammenged: — 


en's r from meditations of war for love thinketh 
I ueuil to his neigbhour; —ſo far from doing any, 
It. harbours not the [alt thought of it 4 but, on the 


ven ; ; | 
of eentrary, rejoices, with them that rejoice, and weeps 
ons, th them that weep. 9 0 . N 


95 N e , 
Inis, debt Chriſtianity has highly exalted; though 


and 2 
od, 15a debtthat we were ſenlible of he ſore, and 2cknow- 
eff edged io ba owed to human nature, which, as we 
fon I pariake aß, —ſ% ought we. to pay it in a 
ihe Nauitable reſpecd, For, as men, we are allied together 
ape che natural bond of brotherhood, and are members 
ya of another. We have the ſame. Father in 

it Neaven, who made us, and takes care of us all. 


Jar earthly extraction 100 is nearer alike, than the . 
tide of the world cares to be reminded of; — for 
\dam was the father of us all, and Eye the mother 


for 41 living. —— The prince and the., beggar. 
ſh, rung from he fame ſtocks, as wide aſunder,as che. 


anches are,——So that, in this vie w, the molt 


0 6 uf tut 
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_ upſtart. family may vie antiquity, and compare fami- 

18 with the greateſi monarchs —Weare ail formed, 
of the lame mould, and muſt eq e return to 


1 ſame dull. SIS that, to love our neighbour, and 
| live 4 wich him, is to live at kN with our- 
ſelve —He is but ſelf muliiplied, 175 enlarged inio 

another form; and to be unkind or cruel to him, is 
but as Solomon. obſerves of he unmerciful, to be 
- cruel to our own fleſh. As à farther motive and 
en agement to this peaceable commerce with each 
. of er, ,—Gop has placed us allin one another's power 
by turns, — in à condition of mutual need and de- 
4 pendence. — There is no man ſo liberally ſtocked 
With exribly bleſſings, as to be able to live without 
another man's aid —Gop, in his wiſdom, has fo 
| diſpenſed his gifs, in various kinds and meaſures, a 
to render us helpful, and make a ſocial intercourſe 
indiſpenſable. The prince depends on the la. 
bour and induſtry of the peaſant ard the wealth 
and honour of the greateſt perſons, ' are fed mg ſup: 
ported from the ſame ſource: - 

Tn:s the apoſſle hath elegantly ſet Firth 101 to us, „ by 
the familiar reten.blance of the natural body; where- 
in there are many members, and all have not the ſat 
office; but the d. ferent faculties and operations 0 
4, are for theufe and benefit of the whole. Tht 

ye ſees not fi lief, but for the other members; 
4 is ſet up as a light to direct them: the fee 
| ſerve to ſupport and carry about the other parts 


is and the hands act and ay for them all, II is 0 
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ſame in ſlates and kingdoms, wherein there are 
many members, yet each in their ſeveral functions 


and employments ; which, if peaceably diſcharged, 
are for the harmony of the whole ſlate, Some 


are eyes and guides to the blind; others, feet to 


the lame and impotent ;—ſome ſupply the place of | 
the head, to alliſt with counſel and direftion ;—, | 
others the hands to be uſeful by their labour and. 
induſtry, To make this link of dependence flill | 
fironger,—there is a great portion of mutability in. 
all human affairs, to make benignity of temper not | 
only our duty, but our intereſt and wiſdom. There {| 
is no condition in life ſo fixed and permanent as to. 
be out of danger, or the reach of change:. and 


ve all may depend upon it, that we ſhall take our 
turns of wanting and deſiring. By how many un- 16 


foreſeen cauſes may riches take wing !—The crowns: it 
of princes may be ſhaken ; and the greateſt that ever 
awed the world have experienced what the turn of We 
the wheel can do. That which hath happened to i 
one man, may befal another ; and therefore, that 


excellent rule of our Saviour's Gcught to govern us 


in all our a&ons, Whatſoever ye would that 
men ſhould do to you, do ye alſo to them likewiſe. W 


Time and chance happen io all ;—and the moſt 


allluent may be ſtripped of all, and find his worldly W 


comforts like ſo many withered leaves dropping 


from him,—Sure nothing can beitet become us, 


| than hearts, ſo full of our dependence, as to overflow 
with mercy, and pity, and good-will towards man- 


1 
kind, 1 

. 
: 113K 


25 SE R M ON XLI. 
kind. To exhort us to Alus, it in other words, to 
exhort us to follow peace with all men :—the firſt 
15 the root, this {the fair fruit and happy produkt 
of it. 

TuzRETORE, my beloved brethren, in the 
bowels of mercy, let us put away anger and malice, 
and evil-ſpeaking';—let us fly al all cloth nd ſtrife z 
et us be kindly affected one to another, 
ſollowing peace with all men, and holineſs, that we 
way ſee the Lord 3 

Wulcn, Gop of his zine mercy grant, 
through the merits of bid * our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. DI 
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Search the Scriptures, 


1 AT things of the moſt ineftimable uſe and 
value, for want of due application and fludy' 
laid out upon them, may be paſſed by untegarded, 
bey, even looked upon with coldneſs and averſion, 
is a truth too evident to need enlarging on. Nor 
is it leſs certain, that prejudices, contracted by an un- 
happy education, will ſometimes ſo ſtop up all the 
paſſages to our hearts, that the moſt amiable objects 
can never find acceſs, or bribe us by all their charms 
into juftice and impartiality, —lLt would be paſſing ibe 
endereſt reflection upon the age we live in, to ſay 
it is owing to one of theſe, that thoſe ineſtimabie ' 
books, the Sacred Writings, meet ſo often with a 
diſceliſn (what makes the accuſation almoſt incredt- 
ble) amongſi perſons who ſet up for men of taſſe and 
cehcacy ; who pretend to be charmed with 2 
1 . they 
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they tal beauties and nature in claſſical authort, and 
in other things would bluſh not to be reckoned a. 
mongſt ſound and impartial critics. ——But fo far 
has negligence” and prepoſſeſſion ſlopped their ears 
againſt the voice of the charmer, that they turn o- 
ver theſe awful ſacred pages with inattention and 
anbunbecoming indifference, unaffected amidſt ten Ihe v 
thouſand ſublime and noble paſſages, which; by the Neven 
rules of ſound criticiſm and reaſon, may be demon- Inade 
ſirared to be truly eloquent and beautiful, chere 
4x9ot 80, the opinion of falſe Greek and bar - ſlate 
batous language; in the Old and Ne Teſlament, they 
had, for ſome ages, been n ſtumbling-bfock to ano- there 
ther ſet of men, who were profeſſedly great reader: uus 
and admirers of che agcienu.— The ſacred writings ¶ dum 
wete, by the ſe perſons, rudely attacked on ail fides: Imo 
expreſſions which ename not within the compaſs of IU — 
their learning, were branded. with barbarifm and ſo- yea! 
| leciſm; words whichYraree ſignified any thing, but baff 
the ignorance of this who! laid ſuch groundleſs ¶ culc 
charges on tbem. Preſumptuous man !——Shall ceit 
he, who is but duſt and aſhes, dare ta find fault with ſei 
the words of that Being, who firlt inſpited man wu Nof i 
language, and taught his mouth to utter; who open- If foo 
ed the ſips uf he dumb, and made the :8fant eloquent? ma 
 ——— Thete perſons, as they attacked the inſpired I} thi 
writings on the fodt of criues and men of learning, I leſ 
accordingly have been treated as ſuch; and though vit 
- Mor. er way might have been gore to work, which are 
| was 


Wreks of thedoftrines, which were; conveyed with as 
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as chrir acguſations reached, no farther... cis. 


2% —that | 
han che bete: words and, phraſeology of he Bible, 
bey in no vſſe affected the ſentimemis and ſound- 


nuch clear tze ſe and perſpecuity to mankind, as they 
ould have been; had che language been wraten'with - . 

the utmoR elegante und granmatical-. nigety. Aud 
—— charge of barbarous idioms: could be 
made out r—yel the cauſe of Chriſtianity Was 
thereby nowiſe-affefted, but remained. juſt in the 
fate they. found \it—Yet, vnhappily for chem, 
they even miſcarried in their favourite point | 
thexe being ſew, if any at all, of the. Sctip- | 
(urs: expreſſiops, which may not be juſtified be Þþ 
numbers of parallel modes of ſpeaking; made uſe of -- 
amongſt the pureſt andmpſt authentic Greek authors. 
kus, an able hand amongſt us, not many 

years ago, has ſufficiendy made out, and thereby 
ſelled 20 and expoſed all theirpreſumpmous and ridi- 
culous afſertions,———Theſe pertons, bad and de- 
ceitfulzas they were, are yet far ouigone by a third 
ſer of men. IL wiſh We had not too many inſſances 
of them; who like foul ſtomachs, that turn the ſweeteſt 
food to buterneſs, upon all occaſions endeavour. to 
make merry with ſacred Scripture, and turn every. 
thing they meet with therein into banter and hur- 
leſque.— But as men of this ſtamp, by their. exceſs of 
wickedneſs and weakneſs together, have entirely diſ- 
armed us | from. - arguing: with them as reaſonabie þ 

| creatures 
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265 © 4 SERMON Oxi. m" 
creatures, it s Wok aki them i 100 conf, 

ble? büt Ukewile to 10 no pip 1 ol 500 E N oy 
abba" them "Ye Fay, in the. ma oft the A-. 


litter 
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pollle;"ertatutds no nder andin , eakin evil. 
of eg they Know not, 500 ſhall be gal 1 5 
their bunt upti3ni{ Ol thele x two 140 de one h Nen 
eee br b. being | Jo with, 115 the er hg maT: 


of tao for n: > they ein " f 


of bea eld by Me an excellencies of ipod 
cal\wtier;— And indeed thefe perfon ns claim froh 
us ſome degree of pity, Wen, through i the unf{kilful. 
nefs' of precep tors in their youth, or ” fame other un. 
happy cirbumſtance in "their e ducation they, h have 
been taught to Form fa ale and eech notions ol 
rning.—— het this is "the caſe, 1 it is no 
wonder they ſhould be mote touched and a alfetted 
with the dreſſed-up itifles and © empty conceits of, 
poets and rhetoriciah?, "than they are with, Fn: true: 
ſublimity dd randeut of ſentiment + which f 
throughout every page of the inſpired Sri 


EE 


ed, Lid & * 11 Me, 
„Dekra ths” ors 'of elyq jienee;; "the , One, 
indeed, {ſcarce deſerves the name 0 it, lieh conſills. 
R chieſſy 
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Greek or Latin, loſs moſt f therf graces, whenevet 
Wen of ene ande. kde famei 
5 of Nupiterz nb bas. ſuſi- book f, 
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Wucof a tempel ze. bia relation, 

—— and: opiemng> it. 49.3 

bl re his Belceiprion'-of 1Pallas's:Hinrdfes; wi 
of bier dung drive: admired paffageb we- N tem 
8, gil Hlin6ſt{'vatiiſh away,” in ihe vugat Late bes, 
Bj e elle hemd 10 iids fa bus il of! 

If 2 Ler at "he! bebwke the pPaihs:t0,:;rea a 


| celeb Latin imrerpretatton- Wach- 7 
erlich, or even '6f Pindar, '@nd{oner may venfιE,e 
affiity, he Will” be able to acer abut few gu 
eite f che traces which charmed him fo- myth 
in "the © otiginal. hne dara /;benciuſion:; fiha 
hence, is, that, in the dlaſſieal authors, Ihe expyil 
| ion, che ſweetnels of the. — tab 
by a muſical placing!” of Words! chnffuute . gif 
part of their beauties ;—whertas3: in the, Sacgel 
nan ' they*thiifiſt more i ths greatneſs of de 
things Femſelves, than in the wardstand ex preſſien 
The ideas and conceptions are-ſo gredt—avd:lofiy. in 
their own nature, a 
nificent in the molt arileſs dteſi.— Looks 
Bible, and we ſee them ſhine thrquph — Gnpk : 
and literal tranſlations.— That glorious deſcripua 
which Moſes gives of the creation ofthe-heavens adi 
the earth, which Longinns, the beſt critic the: Eaſlen 
world ever produced, was fo juſtly taken wilh, he 
not loſt the leaſt whit of its intrinſic worth; Fo 
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ſamp are numbers uf paſſage Sathr mt 'Sc ers 
lifes inſtances! that celebtated delenpion of, 3 
rempeſt,5n'che hundred and ſcvgnth pſeim. 
beauli fuß ve flefiions of holy Job, upon the TR 
of life, and inſtability of human affairs, ſo Judici- 
ouſly appainted by our church, - in her pffice, for 1 the 


burial 0h che dead; —— that lively el lap of a 
dor fe of vastrin- abe ihirty- ninth chapzer of. by in 


which; from iche a 91h 10 the 26thf verſeß there 18 
mut Fre: word which dots; nat merit a particu ar ex · 
tte plication;utondidplay: the beauties.of {—- might. add te 
pf. tHeſs7 theſe teoder and! \ptzhgtic exppll lations. with. 
Gone thethitdrew uf Iſrael, which: run; thequgbout. all the 
«Sl prophets jtwhieh he! moll uncritical et can ſcares 
dect bang affected with. 
20; A 8'97howy Qtinhahitamcs/of, Jeryſalem,, and men 
{lrons 'of 'Fudab,baadgey & prayn yeu, betwixt me. and; my 
My u 'vineyatd& ha could kave-been done more. tomy | 
map Mine nd hut have not done ?—wherefore, , when 
40 le d: chai it ſhauld bring forth grapes, brought | 
npeli} , forth ownld grapes and yet,,ye lay, he way of 
pron ide Bold twanehual,, Hear now] O houſe of II. 
1s and Wngar gad une my way equal ? —are not your, ways 
alten theduaty hel 1 any pieaſure at all that the wicked 
„ hf Thobie'dityland not that. he (hould..retucn from kis 
and Ways: ung live: —1 have nouriſhed. and, broughs 
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noble and ſublime withal,” chat one might Khallenge 
the! Wrivirigs of thi moſt calebraied o orators of a antiquity, 
te produce an y thing like them. Theſe: obſervation 
open the apt of the inſpired * e to . 


hettheri ones, in That 'wh: th regards compoſition 
more conſpicu * hold g when they are con. 
ſidered upon che foot of Foran. Not 10 Mention 


that preface kiſtorics give An acgount only of buman 
achievements ant teinporal, EVENTS, which, for the 
moſt part, art fo full of uncertainty © and cogr. 
dictions, that we are at a loſs where to ſeck for truth; 
but that the Lacred hiſtory i is the hiltory of Gol 
hiinſelf, —hehiſtory of his omnipotence and inſinite 
wiſdom, his univerſal providence, his juſtice and 
merey, and all his other attributes, difplayed under 
2 thouſand different forms, by a feries of the molt 
various and wonderful events that ever happened t0 
any nation, of lan guage.—Not to inſiſt upon this 
viſible ſuperiority iu ſacred hiſtory, —there is yet 
another undoubted excellence the profane” hiſtorians 
ſeldom arrive at, which is almoſt the diſtinguiſhing 
charaQer of the ſacred ones; namely, that unaffetied, 
arileſs manner of relating biſtorical falis, which 
8 1 
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nta. ould; IAN _have ex] 785 all their, fund: of 
60 hejuence'1 in Furniſhing Joleph' _pebren with la- 


boured and As; died harangues ; . which, however fine 
ley mi ght have been in themſelves; would neverr⸗ 
heleſs 8 been un natural, and akogether proper. 

n ile eeedfion. F or, "when ſuch a variety of} con- 
ary, along broke in upon them , what tongue 
I o Wes ab eto biker their hurried and dillracled thoughts? 
this -Whta remorſe, ſurpriſe, ame, joy, and gra- 
Fob wy fuggled* together | in their boſoms, howzun- 


ou loquejily Would their lips have performed their 
0g luiy Phe unfaithfully their tongues have 
_ poken the  hanguage of their hearts Pin this caſe; : 
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ſilence was truly eloquent and natural, and tear e 
pte ſſed what oratory was incapable f. 
Ir ever theſe perſons I have been addreſſing g my; 
ſelf ta, can be perſuaded to follow the advice in ie ton 
text, of ſearching the Seriptures,—the work of thei 
ſalvation will be begun upon its true foundation. —— 
For, firſt, they will infenſibly be led to admire the 
beautiful propriety of their. language; —when a fe 
yourable opinion is conceived of *this,—next, they 
will more cloſely attend to the goodneſs of the mu inal 
rat, and the purity and ſaundnefs of the doQrines.—jf ene 
The pleaſure of reading will fill be increaſed, by us; 
that near concern which they will find e eye 
have in thoſe many important truths, which they will the 

| ſee ſo clearly demonliraled in the Bible, that granl the 
charter of our eternal happineſs. Ii is the fate u ve 
mankind, too often, to ſeem in ſen ſidle of what theyMbut 
may enjoy at the cafjell rate. What might na ing 
our neighbouring Romiſh countries, who groan ur- N rad 
der the yoke of popiſh impoſitions and prieficraft,—M ide 
what might not thoſe poor miſguided - creatures give G 
for the happineſs which we know not how ſuc 
value, of being born in a country where a churd ne 

is ellabliſhed by our laws, and encoureged by ouffſoc 
princes, —which not onlv allows the free itudy of e — 
Scriptures, but even exhorts and invies us to it Hand 

| a church that is a ſtranger to the tricks and artitice; 
of baving the Bible in an unknown tongue, to ging 
the greater latitude to the deligns of the clergy, in iu 
peling their own tru ypery, aud foiſling in whatevelſſok | 
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may belt letve to aggrandize themſelves, or enflive 
the wretches commuted to their truſſ -In Hor, 
our reti on was not given us to raiſe om imaging 8 


tons with ornaments of words; rot flrekesof eloquence; 
but 10 purify our hearts, and lead us tne the paths 
of righ-eonſneſs, However, © not to defend out- 
ſe]ves,——when the altack is | principally lævelled 
at this point, —might give oc cn to our-adverſarits 
to triumph, and charge us either with negligence oc 
inabiluy. It is well known how. willing che 
enemies of our religion are to ſeek occaſions againſt 
*.] ready t mapniſy- every mate in our 
eyes 10 the bignef, of a deam; — how Eager, upon 
tne leaſt default, io infult and cry out, — There, 
there ! fo would we have it: not, perhaps that 
we are ſo much the ſubjett of e and averſion, 
but that the licentious age icems bent upon bring- 
ing Chriſtianity into difcredit at any rate; and 
rather than miſs the aim, would firike through the 
ſides of thoſe that are ſent to teach it. Thank 
(0d, che truth of our holy religion is eſtabliſhed with 
ſuch HHrong evidence, that it rells upon a foundation 
rever to be overthrown, eicher by the open aflaults, 
or cunning devices, of wicked and deſigaing men- 
— [he part we have to act, is to be fleady, our, 
and vigilant; to be ready to do every good work 
 reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with all long: Aer 
ing; to give occaſion of offence to no man: tha', 
with well-doing, we may put to ſilence the n 
{ foolilh men. 
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I $HALL cloſe all with that excellent collef of 
our church; | 
BuesseD Lord, who has cates all holy Scrip. 


= 
A 1 
9 2 


. cane $6; bu aaiing fer: 6; learning, grant tha 

G we may in ſuchwiſe hear them, read, mark, learn, 

6 and inwardly digeſt them, that, by patience and 
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i which thou haſt given us in thy Son, our Saviour, 
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| Ir. PSALM xcv. 6, 7. | 
ile O come, let us worſhip and fall down before him? 
108, for he is the Lord our Gd. 


N this pſalm, we find holy David taken up with 
the pious contemplation of God's infinite power, 
zelly, and preatneſs :—he conhders him az the 
Povereign Lord of the whole earth, the Maker and 
Popporter of all things ;—that by him the keavens 
vere created, and all the hoſt of them; that 
he earth was wiſely faſhioned by his hands ;—he 
Ws founded it upon the ſeas, and eſtabliſhed it upon 
he floods; hat we likewiſe, the people of his 
allure, were raiſed up, by the ſame creating hand, 
rom nothing, to the dignity of rational creatures, 

made, with reſpeR io our reaſon and underſtand- 
ng, after his own moſt perfett image. 

Ir was natural to imagine, that ſuch a contem- 
lation would light up a flame of devotion in any 
Weateful man's breaſt ; and accordingly, we find it 
teak forth, in the words of the text, in a kind of 
eligious tapture | | 
O cows, let us worſhip and fall down before 
Im ;—for he is the Lord our GOD. 
P 2 SURE, 
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SURE, never exhoriatan. to prayer ant worſhip 
can be beiter enforced than upon this principle,. — 
that God is "the Canſe ard Creator of all things; the 
| chat each individual being is upheld in the fta. 
tion it was firſt placed, by the fame Hand which firl} 
formed it ,—— that all the blellings and advamages 
which are necef{farv io the bappineſs and welfare 
of beings on earth, are only to de derived from the 
ſeme fountain ;—ard that the only way to do it, u 
to ſecure an intereſt in his fevour, by a grateful ex. 
pre ſſion of eur fenſe tor the tenefr's we have re. 
ceived. and an humble dependence upon him for 
thole we expect anc! itard in need of. — W hom have ' 
we in heaven, {:ys the pſalmiſt, but thee, O Cd, Y 
to leck -unto, or depend on ?—to whem {hall we 
pour cut out complains, and, ſpeak of all our wan 
and neceſhties, but to, thy gocdneſs, which is ever 
whlinp to confer upon us whatever becomes us to 
z{k, and thee to grant ?2—becaule thou halt promiled of | 
to be nigh unto all that call upon thee,——-yea, un- 
to all ſuch as call upon thee fatihfully that thou 
wilt fulfil the deſire of them that fear thee, — that tho 
Wilt aiſo hear their ery, and help them. : 

Or all duties, prayer certainly is the {weeteſt and 
moſt eafy.——T here are ſome duties which may 4 


eem to occaſion a trouble ſome oppoſition to the ba- 


5 tural workings of lleſh and blood; — ſuch es, the "uy 
1 forgiveneſs of injuries, and the love of our enennes : 4 
1 —others which will force us unavoidably into a per. Iime 
' | petual > 
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petual Rruggle with our paſſions, —which war againſt 


the ſoul;—lſuch as, chaſtity, —temperance,—humility, 
—— There are other virtues, which ſeem io bid us 
forget our preſent intereſt for a while, —ſuch as 
charity and generoſity ; others that teach us to 


forget it at all times, and wholly to fix our affeftions 


on things above, and in no circumſtance to act like 


men that look for a continuing city here, but upon 


one to come, whoſe builder and maker is Gd. 


But this duty of prayer and thankſgiving to God 


has no ſuch oppofitions to encounter; it 
takes no bullock out of thy field, —no horſe out of 


thy ſtable, — nor he-goat out of thy fold ;—it coſleth 


no wearineſs of bones, no untimely watchings; 
u requireth no ſtrength of parts, or painful ſtudy, 
but jaſt to know and have a true ſenſe of our de- 
pendence, and of the mercies by which we are up- 
held :—and with this, in every place and poſture 
ok bady, a good man may lift up his ſoul uno the 
Lord his God. 

Id DEEP, as to the frequency of putting this duty 
formally in practice, as the precept muſt neceſſarily 
have varied according to the different ſtations in 


which God has placed us :—ſo he has been pleaſes 


t) determine nothing preciſely concerning it fo 


perhaps, it would be unreaſonable to expect, that the 
day. labourer, or he that ſupports a numerous family by 
the ſweat of his brow, ſhould ſpend as much of his 
lime in devotion, as the man of leiſure and un- 
bounded wealth, 
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may hold good, that we are bound to pay this tribute 
to God, as often as his ptovidence has put an oppor- 
tunity into our haves of fo doing: provided 
that no plea, drawn from the neceſſary attention 
to the affairs of the world, which many mem Wdiſpe 
ſt:uations oblige them to, may be ſuppoſed to ex. Mill 
tend to an exemprion from paying cheir morning and Nena 
evening ficrifice to God. For i ſeems to be the Necut 
leaſt that can be done to anſwer the demand of ow Goc 
duty in this point, —-ſucc-fhvely to open and hat wor 
up the day in prayer/anc thankſgiving ! ſince thare MW befc 
is Hot a morning thou /riſeſt; or a night thou dict I glor 
dow”, but thou art indebted for it to the waichful eye. 
prov: ics of Almighty God.—David and Daniel, 
whoſe names are recorded in Scripture for fie win 
exathple ;——the firſt, theuth a mighty king, em- the 
barraſſed with wars abroad, and unnatural diſlurb- W req 
ances at home: aHtttion, one would think, would and 
allow little time for any thing but his own and b wor 
kingdem's ſafety ; yet found he.. lerfure to pray'Þ an{ 
eden times a day :———the latter, the coinfeilor ad nc 
rl miniſier of ſtate to the great Nebuchadnezzar; I Hu 
and, thongh perpetually fatipued with the affairs fa Þ fr 
mighty kingdom, and the government of the whoie WW ing 
provinte of Babylon, which was commined to ju a'c 
adminiſtration; though near the perſon of anll to 
tHolatrovs king,” and . the temptations of 2 an 
luxurious court yet never neglected he his Gd; en 
but, as we rend, —he kneeled upon his knees chiee is: 
times a day, and pray ed, and gave thanks before. him. m. 
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SERMON XILIII. 275 
A-TFREQUENT correſpondence with heaven, by 
prayer and Gevotion, is the greateſt nouriſhment and 
ſupport of ſpiritual life ; it keeps the ſenſe of a 
God warm and hvely within us, —which ſecures our 
difpoſition, and ſets ſuch guards over us, that hardly 
will a tempration prevail againft us. — Who can en- 
tertain a baſe or an impure thought, or think of ex- 
ecuting it, who is taceſſantly converſing with his 
God OW not deſpiſe every temptation this lower 
world can offer him, when, by his conllant addreſſes 
before the throne of God's majeſty, he brings the 
glorions proſpect of heaven perpetual'y before his 
eyes 9 

I canxorT help here taking notice of Fs doc- 
tine of thoſe who would reſolve all devotion into 
the inner man, and think that there is nothing more. 
requeſt: e io expreſs our reverence 10 God, but purity. 
and integrity of heart ,—UNACCOmpanicd either with, 
words or Wiens. To his opinion it raay be juſtly. 
anſwered, — That, in the preſent ſlate we are in, we. 
find ſuch a ſtrong ſympathy and union between our. 
{als aric bodies, that the one cannot be touched, ot. 
ſenlibly aflected, without producing {ome correſpond 
ing emotion in the other, Nature has aſhzned, 
a d ferent look, tone of voice, and gellure, peculiar 
to every paſſiom, and affection we are ſubjett io; 
ard therefore, to argue againſt this fIrict correipond- 
ence, which is Leld berveen our {ſouls and bodies, — 
is d; {ofrting againſt the frame and mechaniſm ot au- 
man nature, We are not angels, but men clothed, 
with 
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with badies, and in fome meaſure ſo governed 
bur imaginations; that we have need of all theſe & 
ternal helps which nature has made the interpret 
of our; thoughts. And no doubt, thougli a virtuoulI 
and a good life is more acceptable in the ſight of þ 
God, than eher prayer or thank ſgiving,—for, by 
hold; to obey is beuer than ſacrifice; and to hearken 
then the fat of rams ;<—nevertheleſs, as the one 
ought to be done, ſo the other ought not, by any 
means; to be left undone.—— As God is to be 0 
beyed,—ſo' he is to be worſhiped alſo. For il. 
though inward holineſs and integrity of heart is the 
ultimate end of the divine diſpenſations j—yet ex. 
ternab religion is a certain means of promoting it.— 
Each of them has ily juſt bounds Wand therefore, 
as we would not be ſo carnab as merely to reſt con- 
tented with the ohe; ſo neither can we pretend to 
be ſo ſpiritual as to repteRt the other. ” 

Ap though God is all wiſe, and therefore un- 
derſtands our thoughts afar off, 3nd knows 
the exact degrees of our love, and reverence to him 
though we ſhould withho'd'thoſe outward marks ofit; 
— yet God himfelf has been graciouſly pleaſed 10 
command us to pray to him: hat we might beg 
the aſſiſtance of his grace to work with us againſt our 
infirmities ;,—thar we might acknowledge him to be, 
What he is, the ſupreme Lord of the whole world ;— 
that we might teſtify the ſenſe we have of all his 
mercies and lov it g kindneſs to us, and confeſs * 
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he bay, he propriety of every abing we enjoy 
ue the eatt h is they] ord's, andi the falnels heren. 
1 Taus much of this duty of prayer an general. 
roa every individual it may be treaſonably expected, 
from a bare refl-&tign upon his o ſtation his per- 
pal wants, and the daily blethngs which he has 
recerved in particulat; bu:, for thuſe bbe ſſings 
beſtowed upon the whole ſpe- nenin com no... 
eaſon ſeems farther to require, thata joint return 
ſhould be mad? by as many of the ſpecies as can con- 
rewently aſlemole toge her for this religions purpole. 
-From hence ariles, ike wiſe, the realoravie- 
et refs of public worſhip, and ſacred places tet apdtt 
it. for that purpoſe ; without which, it would be very 
efore difficult to preſerve that ſenſe of God and religion 
Con. upon the minds of meg, which is ſo neceſlary to 
nd $I their well-being, conſide red only, as à civil ſociety, 
and with regard to the purpoſes of this life, and che 
A influence which a jull ſenſe of it mult _ have upon 
oss 7; actious. Beſides, men who are united in i0- 
him cieties, can have no other cement to unite them 
ofit; likewiſe in religious ties, as well as in manners of 
ed o vorſhip and points of faith, but the intlitut ion of 
t beg ſolemn times, and public places, deſtined for that uſes 
ſl our AND it 18 not io be queltioned, that it the time, 
o be, weit as the place, for ſerving God, were ante con- 
- fidered as in different, ang left ſonfar to every man's 
[1 his choice, as to have no calls ro public prayer, however 
that a ſenſe of religion, might be pieſeryed a while by. a 
he feu ſoeculative men, yet, that the bulk of mankind- 
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to their common Lord. 
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Would loſe all know wledge it, and, ing dime, s 
without Cod in "the 8200 — Naxithat, private 
prayer. is the leſs's bur duty, che confgaty of which 
ie proved above; and our Saviour, ſays, that when lt ma 
wo pray to God in, ſecret, ve ſhall,..þe, rewarde 
hut this prayers which are publicly che 
lere up in God's houſe, tend more to the.) glory been 
of God, uy the nei 08 ourſelves, —far. this. rea- 
ſon, hai they are preſumed to be, performed with 
greater attention and nc Ne therefore mol 
likely to be heard, with a more, favourable accept. 
ance. And for ibis one might apeal to every, 
mars breaft, whether . has noi been affected with 
the” moll elevated pitch « of devotion, when he pave 


thanks in the great congregation of the ſaints, and 


worſhip, there is a glorious deſcription which N 
John gives us, in che Revealation, where he ſup- 
poſes the whole zuniverſe, joining. together, in 
their ſeveral: capacities, to give glory in, this mannet 
Every creature which 
was in heaven, and on earth, and under the eanh, 
and ſuch as were in the en and all that were in 
them, heard I, crying, —Bleſſhing, and honour, and 
glory, and power, be unto him that ſicteth upon the 
throne. 


Bur here it may be alked, that if public worſhip 


tends ſo much to promote the glory of Gop,—and; Ne 


is what is ſo indiſpenſibly the duty and benefit of N th 
our Chriſtian ſlate, —-how came it to pals, that By 
our 
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0 bleſſed Saviour left no command t to his FA nw 

throughout ihie Sefer to ſet up publie, places of 
worſhip, and Keep them facred for that paryole. Boe: 
I may be anſwered . the neceſluy. of ſet · 
ing apart part places for divine Notte and the : holineſs 
of them, when thus fer apart! ſeemed already to, hae 
been ſo welt ellabliſhed by former reve 1 


114421 


o need any expreſs precept upon | that ſubject th 
for, though: {he particular appointment of the temple, 
and the eotifinemetit 'of worſhip to that place alone, 
Were only rempota * of the Jewiſh covenant ;. 


ch S. there fore, the moral precepts of it, which promoted. 
ſup- adue regard to the divine Spe ie remained in as 
in ful force as ever. And accordingly} we find it 
inet Watteſted both by Chriſtian and Heathen wrizers, that ſo 
hich Wſoon as ig fecond century, when the number of beg, 
arth, levers was much increaſed, and the circumſtances of, 
re in rich eonverts enabled them to do it,. that they | : 
and began io ereRt edifices for divine worſhip id. : 
the tough under the frowns and oppreſſion of the civil 
I pover, they every Sabbath afſembled themſelves there. 
rſhip Yin, that, with one keart and one lip, they mighi declare. 
-and, © whoſe they were, and whom they ſerved ; and as 
7 the ſervants of one Lord, might offer up their. goint. : 
that | 


et the neceſſity Ea of 95 places — 
where ſolemnly — to Gob, carried a mo 

reaſon with it, and therefore was not aboliſhed wiady, 
the cerdubhoil art of the la. — Our. Saviour 
came not to deſtroy, but to f fil the law.;——and. 


payers and petitions, 
I wisn 
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I. wisH there, Was nogesſon to lament % Uh 
went of this religious zeal amongll} Chriſtians of lad 
days, —— 1 bou gh che piety of our foicfarhers' ſeemthure 
in a great 3 to had e depri ed ui 'of the motit ihn ” 
building churches, for:the ſervicewf -G ov, where hon 
pe do ſuch plea for not foequenting them in 4 regol oa 

and ſolemn manner. 117 ofen do people a 4 
bent thewſelyes {when in the utmolf: diſtvefs how4 
liſpoſe of themſelves) from church, even upon tholfhey 

s which ax ſet apart for nothing elſe but the Wen 
ſhip of GO benz to triſle chat day vy, © 
apply. any. portion af it de ſecular-cuncerrs; is a liel 
be im ihe literal lente of the word! des 

on ibis duty of p blic pmyer öriſes anoibel e li 

f 4 I canna help Ape ng ok; ant being lo depeifſelec 
dem upon ii; i mean, a ſerigus,: devour, nde art: 

ſpeliſul behayiour, uben e are: perfortning this fo m 

leinn duiy in dhe haue of Gop ad Phi is ſurehſ® 

the leall that gan bejaeceffary- in- the ĩannediate pre 

ſence of che Soveteigu af the: world, upon whoſe 

acceptance of our eee, all wut Preſen aud fa 

baprioc tb depend n 16 DET reg e's 7 6h 

EXIT EKS AL. dene ny 4a refolu-ob inward re 
Vereuce, aud is therelme.part- wt. dur duty 10 "Goof 
whom we are t9worſhip-m body as us ell as Ipiril. 

AND sn ne. ſhould be Wanting in outwac 
relpell aud degorum, before an earthly prince or fue 
peizor, much Jes ſhould we be ſo before Him,” whoul 
the heayey,o of beaygns cannot cdutain. er 
NotwrusTaxuine the ehvispſanſsc of it; * 
| | | | Prauci 
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Nee nde 
ted; and whoever wilt fake a general — #4 


ub 
f lard 


— 


wech behaviour, wilt. often micet with fcenes 
ſciety: —— Wt vel of indolence and r 
lometimes leems to run throug Whole” con- 
F. eden! Loos What ill-med pains do ſome take 
Kr Ja panting on an air of gaiety and indifference, i in the 
how 4 aol. intereſting parts of this duty, Leyen when” 
7 hey are making confellion of their fins, as if they 
„ere aſhacmed to be thought ſerious with their Gonk | 
— 4 Surely, to addreſs ourſelves to His infinite Ma- 
a ſleileſty, after a and dilpaſfronate manner, de 
des the Ines indignity offered, i it is a nad f 
wo ae little conſide: the bleſſings we alk for; and far leſs: 
Feſerve them, Befides, what is a ptay er, unleſs our” 
_ arts and affeQions go along with it It is not 
bs . + much as the ſhadow of devotion + and tile ho 
lureßſian the papilis telling their beads, ano hououring 
ce pte Pop. with their lips when their hearts are far from 
helden. The conſideration that a perſon is come 10 
ſutuiqh coſtrate himſelf before the throne of bigh Heaven, 
a in that place which is particularly diſtinguiſhed 
ardreÞ his preſence, is ſufficient mducement for any one 
Goa watch over his imagination, and ned againſt the 
ri. el appearance of levity and difreſpet 
away AN inward Cincerity will of couble influence the 
or fu ward deportment ; but where the one is wanting, 
- whouJe'e 18 great reaſon 10 ſuſpect the abſence of the 
ber. lownu is poſſible, and often happens, the * 
of at s ex'ernal garb of religion may be wank when 
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There is boom wuhin ol a piece with it; but ! 
bei: f mt 1061 can never 
happen to be rue, that g truly reli 1g10us frame of mind 
ſhould exalt Witt ſom&butvard tndtk of it. The 
mind will ſhine through the 2 ot fleſl 5 which co- 
et it and monly ep id de poliuc h; 
and, if it poſſeſſes che wer of g — 


have the external form of it 00. 
May Goo grant us io be defeflive in neither, 


but that we may fo-prate-#td magniſy Goo o 


earih, AW; 4 when he cometh, at ze laſi day. wih 


ten_ thouſand of his ſaints. 1 in heaven, 0 Jud e the 


world we Ee weir exernal ashes. 
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world, they incr 
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Verily J have cleanſed my heart in vain, and todſſi- 
ed my hands in innocen 9.5 


T* 18 complaint of the Pſalmiſt, concerning the 


promiſcuou t 198 of Gud' 8 blelſig $ »; 
the jolt and the 5 Be — t the ſun ſhould * 


without diſtinction upon the good and the bad, —— 
and rains deſcent uf e righteous and unrighicous 
man, is a bab "I has afforded much matter 


for enquiry, and at one time or other has raiſed 
doubts to diſhearten and perplex the minds of men. 


If the 3 Lord of all che earth does look on, 


— 4 * 


whilſt che 625 and fooliſh wee in 
2 2 | their 


Lt pl 19 hex. als, dyyond) aud} [is boim 
1 0 wa 8 of Bravid dence justified 
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their offences, and even the bene! ez 7 debe 


proſper. 
.oDeabis5t 10 ee therefore. there is 
a fature Rate off xewards' and puniſhments. to take 
place after hin Jife;- wherein, all theſe incqualiyes 
mall he e mafle even, where the circumſtances of eve- 
ry mans caſe ſhall he conſidered, and where God 
ſhall be-juſtified in all his ways, and, en mouth. 
ſhalt be opt. (IN 12 80 188. mit 

Ir. this-was fel doyrrif abe unged] were 10 pro- 
fork in the world, and, dere Fe, in. polleſſion,— 
and no diſtintiqn,40 8 ade bereafiec,- Wand 
— — A Ry 0 5 


invoteney'. « Oft 9 el 03.26 0 biin) b. 


2 ald, and what is a more a e FRY 


to ile point, Abt when God. created m be, 
might make hm e 18 0 fee pine 1006 be 

his bands hereaſter—he, ende x ed 2 xt ib her, 
and fi com of choice,, without v bich, "gar could not 


have bben -a creature n oz f. his dong ;— 
Mud u merh) (fo the wg he takes of ihele 
gifis,—that-all abaſe.ivf}ances. of arregularity do le- 
ſult, upon which the complaint 1s here grounded, — 

eh could a bet ee but by the total 
ſubverfron:of h uman ib h ;—lthat 91 br ake 
bete bis arm, and interpol e on ever 4 0 hs 1 5 15 
comhimnived;—nankigd. migbt be be. ſai hat way. 
>, a: the * time, 5 loſe d merit 
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of it, ſince they would act under folct and neceſſ 
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and not from the determinations of their o mind | 
—that, upon this ſuppoſition, —a man could w 
hot Haſh eee fo 50 55 Herne for abi ef n, 


impulſes of hunger ind'thirfl/whiehhatdrediteded'y 


that Opt bas deak * With man upon bettet 


ters ; he hig* furt endbteed Hic Gick liberty tand 
fler- Wilk; ſel life And death, good and dvily} 
before him; — that he has given him facainies to find 
out what. Will bebche cänlequences 6f eher waylof 
zAing, and then left him tc tüte which odufſe his 
: L deſiſf from enlarging any farther upon 
either it e 'foregoi dt ion of 


God's proviliente; Which are urged (often wwilheſo 


reaſongble tel! Aſinde thefmiferies/which befal 
the good, aft 1 ippinefs of te wicked, 
could nöt Be otherwife in Huch free flaterandicorigie: 
tion 45 init in whith WE ate pfaced t? ebnet 21d 
Ix all charges'6f this Kind, we genecdihy take. 
two' hung for gramed ; 2222 That make anfinces.: 
we five; we Know certaitify the good fromthe bad z 
„„ „The teſßectrbe ſlate öf heir eνe N 
or Tuferins e bs gene? 31) aww goqu glitt 
IAK Lk, therefore, in the remaining partof my 
dT! take up your tinte; Wich a Herten 
ni tb Bficaticy of cee no oa autem 
Geis ot wen hb dtdike zeile of 'hnowingithe > 
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an e vn by, 1 ny price, om 
Wisler ip or 1 ap bad, from envy, 

9. noe from led urmiſes and e con ley ions 
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reader ſhafl not Me 95 0 gilt — Man 7 


falſeh od. But a deff "ell Lok nd 
AY this wa ky no tuck 155 4s en 
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ever, left 11 0 a nan" $ | ara 6, Ft þ 2 

ir; et che s charaffers e e rior — 7 

e as the Spe nd öfen upon” retied Pooh = 
N x IF, J It 5 1 a4 A 

ſeen, p parts ofa man's, life Cn s Sel pech | 
oll ſecret; and « he'w * "off a atlian ads Giffetent 

= * be 80 tg t Se „anck 


jo dale Heiße Fes 55 * Oy bio 1. 
el Rat e a gebe 6h e mores, (Cares, 
pip jo thi *Klidh at 
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op, th 1 18 BS r Pl in raft thou 
0 F mer Ro 5 eule ee 
Oy to Gong Les per Ades r es e Riel; % 
this ner gs N of 1 ne be Hiſture, 
Saen EUR " ſome Virdte or dthes 2 
e jgen, chrougb, — tho amiable and al 
Fg dagesded. Tele pills iy be urgent 0 
how hard it's to dit A the mite? of et 
Ki one, may. 0 4 Nep File 5 — # f; that 
even that, in 1 5 ny , &þ Ges,” ec we We e te 
knowledge of it, is not fulfcithe*® y ik 0 pros 
"OV a man "either good or Bad. — Tue Ar nam 
ers 0: f circumſtances, Which adend evety” ation" of 
e * hieb cat nedbet coe to de KD lege 
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we _ et ougbt 16 be Kon, and well 


Sn. 


ed, be 10 ſenience wich ny juſtice can be 
Tet NA wan may bau g different view, 


by rent eyſe of, ahings from; hat his judge 
ve; an = N We 2 and r. 


17 e may. lie g ea 3 ee ie not e 
aware of; 4 or,. 1 ugh, nQrancee and want of in 
formal od 1 proper... he „he may Jabour'in-che. 
datk in. all which caſes ks. he may d may things: 
which are 20 in themlelyes, aud yet he innocent 
I an © bieft,rather 0 be piſied, than cenſuted 
wilh Kang and JL, will, Tbaſe ae, diſſiculties 
which fland ip « every 17 g's, Ways in, the forming 1 
judgerefit 15 the HER 
an! wrt uy 1100 en Bll o 0 he ble OYCH {a1 that we! 
paz every, men heart greets 
coy 0 rob 7Or d fggueg or honeſt man; das WrOẽ,jé 
ſo legibly, in every, man's face, e 
poſſibly mille it er Kill be, happineſs of bub 
= hg, "and the ' dihex, which 6 the, ovly Ad: that 
can bring the charge eme, we haut ſo lle 


| certain knowledge of,. that,. rg tom Hlagtans-4 ing 


Nances, ,—Wheneyer, ye yenture, d proneunce wpan!: 
it, our deciſions are Tad e more man, gandom . guæ ſſes. 
For Who can Teach. the 1 zal Mosef cn 4s 

Te 45 tfeache tous 


en oh others. Bug fo once, 
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n be lescherous een te ourſelves, ant müde Noah 5 | 
to. impoſe'*Upon'others.” Even in 1 8 icy | 
don wilt beliede Solomon] che heart btfowtul ; 5 
wha N ind fies drbopin, whilft' the robe ance, 7 15 
ep ind en The bj objeck 8k 60 15 10 
ins if who lol Tre, ne e his elta 
** ac dr the Hane tithe Worthy bf con 
** G dn e k his” Pri Vis "I 
of I this, a man's/unhappirick Ee "be"alcent a 
much from what is dle ee wall 0 17 8. 
from his particular turn a ſt ot mi and A 
co of bears, a ba . 5 TIES 0 
friendz, the death of children ezrelt of, ” 
pledges of a man's app e, Try TAS Am- 
preſhons' upon 292 lane FeAl ot will 6 55 - 
man undergo, With atce 18 5 0 e "ofa b - 
what anothy rh the e of bis fowl, 1 
mourning for all his life long: , 
or-an ankind look: . del Woh 190 8 B 
like deeper man u fwörd to the” wache e 
leſs. If theſe tellactions hold: "trac" with NI 8 
mitfortunes, — they are the Laine Win ij ba 
Poyments: e ee Herd IT 8 OE 
¶ terent taſles and pet war of things ; | 
of habit, Tadel Kip A pinie fr alt it's | Rk LO £ 
happens; that neither tht ufe vi po 03 9 0 eam ene 
joy ments und advantages, e FO _ hape, 
dine ſs and contentmeii 0. L tit d i ers [NEVER 
nan almoſt 'aceord{tig tb his mote and complexiou : | 
—ſo that the gelt ſame happy accidents in life, 
2 5 Which 
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geoounts of böth 
world. that 2riffee; H an ir, el be e oeh 
the peaus of ſeme mi eng for joy: at the ſamt 
time hat others, with" rest bleſſings and advantage, 
without ihe power of uſing chem, have their denn 
dert "and: JifEonrerited: vant. odd” red 
bag! e the priveiples of eowtepx ent are not 
ie Us, ate Height of Patio and- worldly 
grafdeur, will u ſoon add cube rs ens 22 
10 10 his Happiness. c K fr 
+ Fwrs will agel 0 us per- Keely 1 y te 
have gove”towarts the proof öf any man's. erh. 
net. in 1 ſayihg, Lor. this man proſper 
in "the ef, . Ty WP re e riches in pollel. 
2G Yu ol ke fro not D's © 

un man Ale bat uweh abode =; ws take it 

* eme hat he Tees ſome glorious proſpefh, 


"un feels' ſome mighty pleaſures From his hight > 


-whereas, could} we ger op to bim it is grent 
cds whether we ſhouſd find any thing” to make bs 
"tolefable amends'for the pains atid trouble of climb - 
ing vp Jo high e perhaps,” but more 
"afgers and more troubles ſti ; and ſuch a giedi- 
des of head beſides, as to malte a wile man wiſh he 
Vas well down-a gain upon che level. To calcylaie, 
"therefore, ihe dare of mankind by their ſtations 
, en, is the. my deceitful: of all r ty 
reat, 
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rea abt, is the happineſs. which 2:utodeate 
dase, and;madetate-dolires, ehh a eonfeiguſnels 
of, ve, will-ſecure-aman. -- Many-:ace-the-filgas 
pleaſures-df-che. boneſt peaſants bet fer chearbalg 
% his ladour . Look into h. dwalhng, ©: 
ſeane-of every:man's: happinefs ch Vlies z he has 
n 
comfort in ede —and 


Aa 1 wake uo. doabt, M. general, butt 
ite, de you is acgoynt,of-his jop. and, ſulkerings were 0 
„de balanced with thoſe of his belters—ibai the ups 
we Nl bot wewld prove 10. be. litile more than this hat 
ppi dhe mch man had the nore mea, hu the, poor man 
ſpen ¶ abe beiter omas; he ane had more luxury, 
fel. woce able phyſicians; attend and ſer bim te cighis; 
* —the other more health and ſoundneſs in his bones; 
ket ng leſs oecabios; foc, their help that, after theſe 
efts, ¶ 0 acuc les bei mixt them were balanced, in all o- 
ber thingy, they Mood pon Aleve hal the fun 


rreat ib.aes asg arm the ag, hlouss as tieth,, and, the 


e w entch dreathes as tragrans upon ihe ane as, the. Other; 
imb - Wendy that. they. haves. an equal: {hare in an che 
nore I -beauties and teal benefus of, nature — Theſe hints 
jddi. may be ſufficient to ſhows, What, L- propoſed com 
ſy he them, —the difficulies. which augad- ., in Judging 
lace, kuly eicher of che happineſs. or che miſery- of the 
tom bulk et Mankind, — the evidence. being ſtill- more 
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Charatterss of tborh,whichy in gener}, % have luck 
i perfect kno u len ge, as will deres 
etminztic ps cach ether, - vw el blu 
„Bu che -mainzurpouty of ia difontle, ic 19 
teacin us humilliy adcop>acaimengobpen: che v 10 of 
the. Almighiy. Hom 97 10% e e gebs 
Aar things are:doaluanequally inuhis mobs 
=_ af ie ſlrungeſi natural aiguments for acfurne 
_— and chere ſort 3501otto be overthrovm f ne- 
vertheleſs, Lam perfiaded the charge is far from 
being an great as at firſt fight ãt may appear r if 
it 4+—that our vie ws of / tnings are ſu narto and con- 
hued,, that it is not in our per to/make: 4 goods: 


nerat complaint make them. and, what is noi: tbe 


ſlance more, out of many ther: of dur ignorante. 
yy ſhoald tis, orrany biber religious ditlieulty 
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ſmalleſt blade of graſs, baffte Abe :41riGeritauding! of 
the moſt penetrating! mind ? Can the-decyelt en- 
duiries alter nature ell 0 upen What W 
an 
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egme at) than even in chat of judging of akowertiun 


—Buay ſuppoſe iiv.otherwiſe;—that the happineſi 
and pruſperuy of badi anea u ere | as: great as our ge. 


cale-that ve ¹ꝭ,?e not able io clear up them atter, 
ur anſwer recontileab . Gj uſluce and, 
providence ; t ſhall ies infer D W hy, abe 
moſt becoming concluſion is, thai in is one in · 


he cannot eomptehend hy ſhow! alam hun: 
more than ten thouſand ether difnculties which.evety 8 
day elude. his moſt rent and alten,, arch 
Does nat che meaneſt lower in the field, or the: 


S ERM ON NI. W. wg. 
rus ind motion l of paris the various eolduts. galldé taſtes | 
luck of vegetables depend ;—whyoneifhrab isla H 
out another reſttingent hy atſenie vor bellebore 
I ſhould {ay waſte this noble frame ef bur f opiuny | 
% bock up all the inroads to our ſenſs . arid plafider = 
s of us, in ſo 1nercileſs a mannerg of reaſbn ond; under. 1 
il WW flanding P —Nay, have not the moſt obvious things | 
dun chat'come in our way, dark ſides, whigh che quickeſt 
we WM ſigbt cannot penetrate into ? and do; 3 
ne: and mot exalted underſtandings find tbemſeloes 
rom WW zied; and at a ſoſs in er ol unktter Note 
r4 il ii Go-cheny: proud man band when thy head turns 
on- riddy with opinions of thy own wildomg that-thou- 
d. wouldſt correct the meaſures of the Almighty o 
net then, —take a full view of thylelf in ihis glaſs; — 
ge- confider thy own faculties, bow narrow andi 
»the: per fett; bꝗ]u]] much they are. chequered> wih 
ter, I truth and falſehood ;—how: hate arrives at thy Knows: 
and. W ledge, and how darkly and confuſedly: thu diſcerneſt 
abe: even chat little, as in arglaſs.:t+conhder the begin- 
in- vings and endings of things, the greateſi and ihe 
ace, ſmalleſt, how they all conſpire to baffle thee —and* 
ulty WW which way ever thou proſecuteſt thy enquiries,— 
him what freſh ſubjebts of 'amazement;———and: what 
ey freil: reaſons 10: believe there are more yet ene x 
„ which chou canlt never comprebend. - Conſider, 
the | I theſe are but a part of his ways. — How litile a pars | 
of I tion is beard of him! Caufi chou, by ſearching: —_— 
en- out Goo/?———woullft thou know the Alm! 
{ze If to perfetition P——1t is high as heaven, what * 
and 1 * thou 
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Covip wy by ſee che 0 workings of 
eee and were we able io comprehond the If + 


infinite, wiſdom and cet. BY 
bo dhe coc in Abr final Con ſum- 9 
mation of all things; -thoſe events, which we ac ſ =: 
new fo penn tO account — would probably 


with the Apoſtle, bs eee enclamstöon,- bo 
O! the depth of the riches both of the goodnels and 
wiſdom of Cod ln urſearchable ate his 1 
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fanned agai 


brought them up out of the land 1 


Ilxaelites, who were ſurpriſed in the capital city of 
7 I Samaria, by Hoſea king of Aﬀyria, and cruelly 
carried away by bim qut-of their own country, 
and placed on ihe deſolate frontiers of Halah, and 
nin Haber by the river Gozan, and in the city of 
the Medes, and there confined to end their days in 
ſorrou and captivity. Upon which the ſacred 
biſtorian, inſtead of accounting for ſo {ad an event 
merely from political ſprings and cauſes, ſuch, 
for inſtance, as the ſuperior ſtrength and D. of 
Eg. che enemy, or an unſeaſonable 8 given, — 
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4 HE words of the text account for the cauſe of 
A 1 a ſad calamity, which is related, in the fofe- © 
going verſes, to have befallen a great number of 
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of deſeyee'weee elle 
—he irages it, up in one word, ie ite true cauſes 

o, 1 ans hes hat he chi en of I.. 


mel had; inged; againit che Lord their God, who 
had broggſt them. u „aut of he.land-of Egypt... 
was turcly.:a, ſufficient foundation to-dread ſome 


| e e they, had ſinned againſt chat Being 


who, had, an. unqueſlignable right to iheir obedis: 
ence.— But What au aggravauion was ity that they 
had, not only ſinned imply againſi the truth, but 
agaight dhe God of mercieg,—-ubho had brought 
them forth gut of the, land of Egypt; ho not 
only Wen, uphe ld, and favoured! them with ſo 
many advantages in open i with dhe gell lf qheir 
tele erk den had. been particular) 
to them in their mis ſoriaues ror 
tip 8 were in. the., hauſe of bondage, in 1 


when 
moll 
gondiijon, wiihout, a proſpeci of, any natural 
be, had compaſſſonateſy, heard their 
pity upon cke affhctions of:a' difireſſed 


means. 
| CY row 
Pep 3 by a chain f -mivacles, delivered them 


from lervi,ude, and re of ſoiſtu 
pendous à nature, 4hat ile delight 100 afler them, 
as Often as I baue fn opportunity, 0 n deveeft 1 


contemplations H- TH vou would think as high 


and; as complicated an, aggravation of their hus as 
could be urged This was not all for, be ſides 
God's goodneſs, in firſt favouring their miraculoubs 
eſcape, a ſeties of ſucce ſſes, not t be hcdounted 


for fam „ cauſes, and the naiural courſe of 
events 
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events, had ctowhed their Reads *| FAS > remarkable: 5 
ed: ounner, a8 10 affed an evident proof, not only &f 
ſer bie general! cacenn for their Weltste, Put Pf bis 
1 — — utthehinear th wem above 
who I all people upon davihl —Fn the WIIRGHEf he fett 
— * like — lept chettt 48. the apple bf Hs 
ome eye be ſuffetred no man to do them \ronf 105 
ing reprovedievelit1 kings“ for their lake. -W ben the 
edi«: entered inte the promiſed and Un“ forte was ably” 
hey 10 ſlandꝭ be ſote · em] ,⁴i in poffefligh of it, 
but no dry Was 6b le, 10 dre üben out; End, in 1 
obt» word, natubef fer time, Ws lien becker fe 
not io ſerve ihem q Abd even the [ut it fel had G64 fill 


% Fin che midſt! vf ben ven t fecure th vitteries, VV” 
ein A pebple wi e many. reſtimo mes b God's fas 
ly Wvourz who had "Hot profiied thereby ſo a8 to beccps 3 
hen Ia virmous people; mad babe been d tefly cottupt _ ” 
volt | Wind ſo they were, And it is Nkely from tte many: | 
ara | Whecimens (hey häd given in Moſes's time, "of a die 
16.0 oſition to for re ov bene fits; and nb every” 
lech ral, to rebelia nes WH en Wald 


ertain ly prove a thankleſs bud c i epi 
xtremely inclined to go aſttay and do evil: 
ind chere fore if any thing was kel to being them 
tel jack- themſelves, and t conſider the evils of their” 


19h) iſdoings, —it muſt be the dread of ſome temporal. 
as — which he prophetically/threatened; would 
des" re day or other befal them; hoping; no doubt, 
Jus; =that/-if no principle of raab could make 
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lem an vbedieut n leaſt they might bos 
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here: N. by/the- terror 5f berg ted deed back: | whi 
Walde ſame Ado Ink od aber ft Ae 
firefſed.copdition which! Ir the end, did achH 


oveltils Mar -AdlLFer, ft fenjih! ben derber le: nat 
alete of progh fes be tit canes gra Ren HN“, ther 


thentewards of EVHFEFH(Giiiieamifbr ir eg Noi" 
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dealivghwithveb/ewatd ind thorighilefs people 
was ol pore fuf bochfngf bar thar ꝶt was gib en as 
z wa aul eb ming vb obedience und Ffetilude) 
for all ogees of chert RP hom the” Fight ö revelation 
ſnond hereafter fench and (here fort, I Ve 
made chbice ofthis ſabjectz un it frems Atel/ © fut 
niſt dome tefſections ſeaſonable for the begin ing of 
is Geek, fen ſhould be de vod tn futh meditas 
tiots ty may prepare "and ft as fora he folemn' Fes 
an Whic 
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10 the ocqulidin.—Dbubtleſs;c 
Mn Ahich ever had fo exiraerdi- 
\ ſupernatural pt ive 11 became 
thankful, and, 11 ds the, Jews had A- which bas 
daily ole 87 3 u/ 


agg. of, (God: 

bem, hes noh gei ved ſuſſicient hl | 
iy pr! de, app gt il try 

warmen IAUFOS QF graue hey, call pay ans) 
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and uncarrupied, hen. all other enmforts failed; them. 


if enbet vounsftes. have frafan tp, he thank full: t 


fog any vn of che ſe- mercies, much 4 
da nie Of um, ur- hieb, at ane lime or ocher, das- 
Teeived hem all; —inſo au, that uf hiſtgcy, for + 
this lat 2 lcarce U Tl 
bt dhe hiſtery⸗ pf. vor ef er | 
dae N ngs 3 
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gs 10 the - in ſo c comp plicated a chain, fich 
as were Tear 7056 chen 6 anly'peop ple beſides la 
except ihe' Jews 5 wich ref dee to them, thou mar 
inferior in the tlie endous manner of their worki np, OAT 
er no Way tin the extenſive seeddel! 0 oh 15 
their a, ant "th 59 1 COR and | potiec 

Which mu As. ly 0 
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arid” enquire * what great elfects All this Has Had t u nj 
our ſins, cr ec aß Foithy' ve have lived of \ da 
we have. receive. 1 4211169 %% Magnets 520 5 
A STRAN ene e fle heard hart Vt tc, 
bad been fo Favoured by: Hate er, ey happ n ch 5 70 
_ and religion, —ſo floutifliin; 8 70 00 rt 2 . hf pol 1 
ble fed in our Fand fo vi"! protected ed PI 
in 10 1 of them by Providente;-=dvould" Kobus that” oe 
9ur moxals had. kept pace with ile le bleffings, and 
. would Expect, that; as we ws ne bi oft tayoured by 1 
God Almighy, We mut b e the moll virli20us wit WG 
religious people upon i? e RK: een 
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the appearance of retjgioh Was thor  Yequent'! 4 = 
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reſpectable” characters of the Nation Such 98 7 
the Hinftion of this even, ritt* ice den 
trodaped & licentious age. —-Fhe'colirt bf Charles 
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malt, o het out works df ellgion' Sf e 
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here never was a nation or people fallen into tron 
bles or decay, but one might jultly leave the ſame 
.remark upon them, which the ſacred hiſtorian makes 
in the text, upon the misfortunes of the Iſraeſites; 
for ſo it was,—that they had ſinned againſt the Lord 
theie God, | 
Lr ws, therefore, conflantly bear in mind, th 
concluſion of the ſacred writer, —which I ſhall giv 
in his own beautiful and awful language; Bu 
the Lord, who brought you up out of the land e- 
Egypt, with great power and a ſtretched out atm. 
him ſhall ye fear, and him ſhall ye worſhip, and t 
him ſhall ve do ſacrifice :—And the ſtatutes, and the 
ordinances, and the commandments he wrote for you, 
ye ſhall obſerve to do for evermore. The Lord 
ycur Gos ye ſha!) fear, —and he ſhall deliver you 
out ofthe hands of all your enemies.“ 
Now, toGop the Father, Sc. 
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